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PREFACE.

OME years ago Canon Jackson put into my hands
a Portfolio of “Chippenbam Papers,” with the
permission to make of them what use I pleased ;

I made copious extracts.  After his death, these Papers

were again entrusted to my care. On a third occasion,

at my request, the Society of Antiquaries allowed me to
examine them. I thus became well acquainted with their
contents. They were not arranged in order, nor with
any immediate view to publication, but from the
character and number both of manusecript notes and
printed papers, it was evident the Canon contemplated
dealing at large with the subject. He had had the
privilege, on some earlier day, of examining the docu-
ments in the Borough Chest, and he made such dili-
gent research among them, and copied and summar-
ised so much serviceable material that he had forestalled
to a great degree Mr. F. H. Goldney’s valuable ¢ Re-
cords of Chippenham.”  Mr. Goldney’s transcripts,
however, yet remain to be fully digested, so as to
furnish a chapter not yet written in a history of
Chippenham.
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HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

I, SITE OF CHIPPENHAM.

say about A.p. 700, the King of the West

Saxons is on a hunting expedition in one of his
fine forests in the north part of his dominions. He is
accompanied by a noble eavalcade of Princes, Thanes
and Chiefs mounted on gallant steeds, attended by hunts-
men, archers, and spearmen, and these followed by
hounds of mighty bone or fleetness, according as they
would be needed for the chase of wolf or deer.

Say that they have been hunting all the fine autum-
nal day, and at eventide prepare to form a resting place
for the night on the banks of a beautiful stream in the
depths of the forest. At sunrise, before their eyes ap-
pears a fine grassy knoll, rising from the river-banks
high above the surrounding plateau, so elevated, so
pleasant, and so sunny, that the royal party exclaim
with one voice, that the site is worthy of being the seat
of the “King’s Lodge ” in the Forest.

EET it be supposed that in the early Saxon days,
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II. MANOR OF CHIPPENHAM.

7 HERE is no trace that the Romans ever occupied
};{! any station in this immediate neighbourhood.
Two great Roman roads passed near the site of
Chippenham, the Foss Way, on the north, from Bath by
Sherston and North Wraxall, and another on the south
by Lacock, through Spy Park, past Wans House, to
Marlborough ; but though there are proofs of Roman
habitation at Studley, Bromham, Lacock, and Box, and
elsewhere, no Roman remains have been discovered in
Chippenham.

The name Chippenkam is purely Saxon. The root is
the Saxon word Ceap, meaning any kind of merchandise;
thence we have Ceapinge, a place where goods are sold, a
market-place, as The Cheaping, a large green in the town
of Wottonunderedge; Cheap Street in Bath, Chipping
Sodbury, Chipping Norton, and many others, retaining
their Saxon name to this day. Wiyecliffe, in the first
translation of the Bible into English, renders St. Mat-
thew xi. 16, “It is like unto children sitting in the
Chepynge, $.e. the market.”” Ham is also Saxon for
Place or Village.
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4 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

Early in Saxon days Chippenham is dignified by be-
coming a Royal Manor. It is uncertain whether it came
into the hands of the Saxon monarch as he was the re-
presentative of the ForLc-Laxp, or whether he held it as
private property by purchase. It is certain that before
A ». 800, Chippenham, with the large Manors of Cors-
ham, Melksham, Calne, Warminster, and other valuable
seigniories, formed part of the Texrx REee1s, the Crown
Lands. The King was by far the largest landholder
in Wilts, and, like other freemen, depended for his
income on the successful cultivation of his-farms. These
Manors, or Parishes, as they were afterwards called,
included houses, cottages, farms, barns, granaries, and
stalls for cattle, and the lord journeyed from one Manor
to another as his pleasure or necessities dictated. Some
of the Royal Manors enjoyed peculiar immunities and
privileges, as Chippenham: but in return, the tenants
of this Manor were bound to provide the King, and all
his suite, with board and lodgings for one night, when-
ever his Majesty was pleased to visit his country
estate. *

Chippenham, by name, first appears in history in
A.p. 853 ; it was then a ViLra REc14, a country seat of
the Kings of Wessex, and it must have been one of the
chief Royal residences, for it is recorded—

* This obligation to entertain the King, which was probably
exacted of all Royal Manors, was demanded and allowed by Sir
James Thynne, Lord of the Manor of Warminster, who received
King Charles II at Longleat in 1663, and by Lord Weymouth, who
entertained King George III, the Queen and Princesses, on Sep. 13,
1786.
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CHIPPENHAM MANOR. [9]

Ethelwulf, King of England, with royal splendour,
celebrated the marriage of his daughter Ethelswitha,
with Buthred, King of Mercia, in the Villa Regia, the
King’s Country House, which is called Chippenham.

This Royal seat was not even now much more than a
collection of woodeu houses, yet it had a Church, pro-
bably of stone, (for those early Christians gave their
best to God, and we find in Wilton Minster, as early as
A.p. 968, ‘“a full fayre chapell of lyme and stone,”) and
large manorial buildings, though of humble construction.
But it would be the most populous and important settle-
ment for many miles around, as it gave name to the
Hundred in which it lies.  The parishes and places in
the Hundred of Chippenham (much then as now), were

Alderton Kellaways Luckington

. Box Kingswood Pewsham
Brembhill Kington West Sherston Magna
Castle Conibe Lacock Sherston Parva
Chippenham Langley Burrell Slaughterford
Corsham Leighdelamere Sopworth
Ditteridge Littleton Drew ‘Wraxhall North
Easton Grey Yatton Keynell,

with parts of Christian Malford and Hullavington.

By unbroken tradition the actual site of the King’s
residence in the Manor was that high ground now occu-
pied by the houses above the Angel Hotel, Chippenham.
The area in front of them has borne always the name of
the Parace Square. Foundations of very old build-
ings have been discovered, and a decayed spiral stair
case, cut in steps out of a solid trunk of a huge oak
(forming originally the ascent to a turret,) was removed
from that site about 1820, and left to perish by exposure
to weather in a timber yard. In the garden behind the
Square is a mound of earth of considerable height, which
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6 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

no doubt at one time bore a watch-tower, from which for
ten miles around, might be observed the movements of
an invading host. Before the plateau was covered with
houses, when the land lay open down to the river on three
sides, the scene must have been extremely beautiful, Go
stand on the watch-tower—dismiss all the buildings of
the town from sight, and imagine a clear, open grassy
upland sloping gracefully down to the river-side, but
environed on every side by the grand timber trees of the
primeval and interminable forest, and you will not won-
der why the Saxon King chose that lovely elevation as
the site of his royal town.

In a.p. 866, in the reign of Ethelbert, when Alfred,
afterwards King, was seventeen years old, a horde of
wild invaders, from the north of Kurope, under the
general name of Danes, landed on the east coast, and
pressing west-ward by Reading, fought a battle at
Englefield.

‘¢ After that,” says one of the chroniclers, © they fought
at Chippenham; and there was Hubba slain; and a great
hepe of stones layed coppid up, where he was buried.”

A large barrow in Lanhill mead, about three miles
from Chippenham, a long pile of stones, 60 paces in
length, was thought by John Aubrey to be Hubba’s
burial place, but it is much earlier than the ninth century.

Prince Alfred at first defeated the Danes, and re-
tarded their westward advance, but, overwhelmed by
numbers, the Saxon troops fell back into Somerset, and
though Chippepham was now a considerable town, and
the peninsula on which it was built, could, by raising a


http://stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/retromedia
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

Thankyou for your purchz

CHIPPENHAM MANOR. i

rampart on the south side of the plateau, be rendered a
fairly defensible post, Alfred was obliged to abandon it.

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle recites,—* This year,
878, during midwinter, the Danish army stole to Chip-
penham, and sat down there.”  Asser adds—¢ Et ¢bi
hiemavit—and there wintered.”  The Metrical Romance
of the History of the Angles enters into fuller details :

¢ Then at Christmas the felon Danes,
‘Who had sworn to keep the peace,
Broke it like knaves,
And marched into Wessex.
At Cippenham they halted for a time,
And took pleasure in doing mischief.
They destroyed houses and crops,
Churches and their religious.
They drove the people from their country,
And put many in prison.”

But next year, Alfred having rallied his forces in
Selwood Forest, overthrew the Danes, under Guthrum,
in the greas battle of Ethandune, and concluded a treaty
at Chippenham, by which they agreed to receive the
Christian Faith. The Danes withdrew to Cirencester,
and the ViLLa Ree1a of Chippenham once more re-
ceived its lawful lord.

Alfred died in 901, and was buried at Winchester.
He left by his will his Chippenham Manor to his young-
est daughter Alfritha, (married to Baldwin, Count of
Flanders,) for her life.* In the reign of Edward the
Confessor, about 1042, it was again in the King’s own
hands. Then were the golden days of Chippenham.

* 1In 940, Edmund, King of the Anglo-Saxons, grants to his
servant Wilfric, lands and tenements at Langley, and the deed is

confirmed by the King at—celebri loco—the wellknown town-—of
Chippenham.
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8 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

Under the mild rule of the saintly monarch, the Manor
paid no taxes or assessments. Oh, happy Chippenham !
Its inhabitants knew nothing of Income and Property
Taxes, Poor Rates, Highway Rates, Land or House Tax.
Now, in the year 1893, under the iron rule of an Im-
perial Parliament, a County Council, and a Local Board,
the taxes levied on the parishioners of Chippenham
amount to an annual assessment of £6312.

But—the Saxon rule is over—Harold lies dead on the
field of Hastings— William the Norman is King of Eng-
land. The conquered land is parcelled out amongst the
Norman warriors. Saxon Thanes become labourers on
their own soil. The estates which formerly pertained to
the Saxon Monarchs, and Chippenham with them, pass
by stern consequence, with all their franklins, burgh.
ers, villans, and serfs into the tenure of the Norman
Sovereigns.

In midwinter, 1085, William projected the Grand
Inquest of all England, the Domesday Survey. The
great volume still exists as fresh and perfect as when the
scribe first put pen to parchment.  Chippenham Manor
is thus recorded under the division “ TErRrZE REcI1s.”

“The King holds Chippenkam. King Edward
held it. It paid no geld, neither was it assessed in
hides. The land is 100 carucates. In desmesne are
168 carucates, and 28 serfs. There are 48 villans, and
45 bordars, and 20 cottars, and 23 swine-herds. Between
them all they have 66 carucates. There are 12 mills
of the value of £6, and 100 acres of meadow. The
wood is 4 miles in length and breadth. The pasture is
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2 miles long, and 1 mile broad. This manor, with its
appendages, provides one night’s entertainment for the
King with all its customs (or with all his retinue), and is
worth £110 by tale. Bishop Osborne holds the Church
of this manor, with 2 hides, from the time of King

Edward. One of these hides is Thane-land; the other

belongs to the Church. The whole is worth 55 shillings.

To this manor belongs a certain land which King Edward

had given to Ulviet his huntsman, and which was part

of his desmesne. This is now in the estate of the King,
and it is reckoned for one hide. The land is 2 carucates,
and there are 3 serfs and 4 villans, and 4 coscets with
one carucate. The pasture is 4 furlongs long and one
furlong broad. It is worth £3. In the estate of this
manor is half a virgate of land, which was Thane-land.

Edric held it in the time of King Edward.”

The Hide is ever of uncertain area; it varied from
40 to 150 acres, according to the quality of the land ; it
was the estate of one large household, sufficient to main-
tain one family. The Hide included all the land, the
Carucate only arable.

The desmesne was the King’s Farm, called the
In-Land, cultivated by the King’s labourers; the Out-
Land was let out in small copyholds to Villans, Bordars,
Cottars and other tenants, by service of crops, cattle,
and work.

Serfs were native Britons, held in bondage by the
. Saxon conquerors ; the serf was the absolute property of
his master, a chattel to be bought aud sold at pleasure;
he had no standing, no protection in law, but by a
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10 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

statute of Canute, he might not be sold to a heathen trader
without fault. In the course of years, by the interven-
tion of the clergy, the serf obtained many alleviations
of his hard lot; he was allowed to cease from labour
from sunset on Saturday to sunset on Sunday, and on
High Festivals; by the laws of Ina, if a master com-
pelled a serf to work on Sunday, the offender was fined
30 shillings, equal to £100 of present money. Alfred
very much modified the severity of serf labour, and it
is a question whether the serf in Alfred’s days, and on
his manor of Chippenham, was not in a better position
as regards his domestic comforts, than the labourer in
the parish of Chippenham now. Every serf received
two good loaves a day, besides meals at morn and noon :
by extra work, he could lay up money enough to pur.
chase his own and his family’s freedom ; it seems, if he
became possessed of five hides of land, he might rise to
the rank of a thane, or even of earl.

The Villan was a Tenant Farmer, a responsible man,
who quitted the lord’s dues more by service than rent;
he must ride, carry, and work for his lord, sow and
reap, hew the deer fence, watch at war, pay tithe and
Church rate.

The Bordars held land by some particular service,
but it is not clear what office they performed; they paid
no rent in money.

The Cottar must pay his Church dues, and two and
two fed one staghound ; he had a right to two oxen, one
cow, six sheep for stocking his land, and seed for seven
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CHIPPENHAM MANOR. 11

acres; tools for his work, and furniture for his house;
but when he died everything he was possessed of be-
longed to his lord.

The Coscets were also small tenants, but of a higher
order ; they were bound to work all day on Monday for
the lord, or three days every week in harvest; they paid
no rent, but must discharge Church dues at Martinmas.

On Chippenham Manor were twenty-three Swine-
berds; they were franklins or freemen, who paid rent in
pigs for the privilege of feeding swine in the Forest;
they rendered each about fifteen porkers every year, and
provided a horse for the In-Land, with otter dues. Only
eighty seven Swineherds are registered in all Wilts
Domesday, and of these, the large number of twenty-
three were attached to the important Manor of Chip-
penham, in close contiguity to great forests.

Mills are carefully recorded throughout the Survey.
Twelve in Chippenham lordship are a very large number ;
being on a good stream, and water power regular and
abundant, they were very valuable and paid high rents.
Foundations of old mills are to be found on all the
water-courses round Chippenham. The Town Mill on
the Avon, near Chippenham Bridge, has been inces-
santly at work, probably for a period of twelve hundred
years.

From the number of persons named as living on
Chippenham Manor, about 180, and these heads of
families, we may make an approximate cstimate that the
population was 650. Domesday registers in all about
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12 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

230,000 souls; hence it is calculated the population of
England in the middle of the eleventh century was a
little over one million persons.

The population of Chippenham parish, during the
nine decades of the present century, has ranged as
under :—

A.p. 1801 . 3336 { A.D. 1851 o, 14999
1811 : 3410 1861 . 5396
1821 r 3506 1871 . 5202
1831 J 4333 1881 < b1
1841 g 5438 ¢ 1891 . *5392

There is no known reference to Chippenham, town
or manor, through all the Norman or Plantagenet
reigns. Concerning its public history there is an un-
broken silence of three hundred years. It is not men-
tioned in connection with the wars of Stephen and Maud,
probably because no strong castle was erected here, and
it was never fortified and enclosed by walls. From 1100
to 1300, Malmesbury, Devizes, Trowbridge, all defended
by fortresses, frequently appear in the chronicles, which
say nothing of weak and unwalled towns, such as
Chippenham, Melksham, and Warminster.

Nevertheless, Chippenham, through all those years,
had a local history of much interest.

For centuries it had remained an integral portion of
the personal desmesne of the Saxon Kings. Early in

* The population for 1891 belongs to the parish as altered under
the Divided Parishes Act; detached parts of Chippenham, eontaining
303 inhabitants, were transferred to other parishes, while a popula-
tion of 139 was added to Chippenham.
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Norman times it ceased its connection with the Orown,
and was broken up into the small manors of Sheldon,
Rowdon and Lowdon.

SHELDON.

Sheldon Manor, with the lordship of the Hundred of
Chippenham, was granted by one of the Norman Kings
to William de Beauvilain. This Knight, or his heir,
seems to have been in Normandy when that province
was invaded by the King of France; and when, by the
pusillanimity or apathy of King John, it was torn from
the Crown of England, the Manor and Hundred of
Chippenham fell, n escheat, by the King’s prerogative,
into John’s hands, who conferred them on his son,
Prince Henry, afterwards Henry ITI. In 1211, Henry,
by letters patent, conveyed the estate to Sir Walter de
Godarville. This family ran out in Joan de Godarville,
who was married fo Sir Godfrey Gascelyn, and thus he
became owner of Sheldon and lord of Chippenham. The
Gascelyns held the property 174 years, residing in their
mansion at Sheldon; daring this time they obtained
from the Crown the grant of two Fairs for the town of
Chippenham ; and probably from this connection with
the family, the borough bears their arms—On a golden
field, ten blue billets, with a red label. In the reign
of Henry VI, the two properties were sold to Walter,
Lord Hungerford, for £1000, equal to present money,
£10,000.
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14 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

Sheldon remained in the Hungerford family about
150 years, again and again forfeited, but again and again
recovered. In 1684, Sir Edward Hungerford having
reached the crisis of extravagance, was compelled to
break up his noble inheritance, and Sheldon was sold
to Sir Richard Kent, M.P. for Chippenham, whose estates
fell into Chancery, and Sheldon passed into the possession
of Sir Richard Hart, then to Norris, of Nonsuch House,
and now belongs to Sir Gabriel Goldney, Bart.

On Lord Hungerford’s attainder in 1540, the liberty
or lordship of Chippenham, was then (and has ever since
remained) severed from the manor of Sheldon. Edward
VI sold the fee simple to Lord Darcy, of whom it was
purchased by Sir William Sherrington, of Lacock. In
1650 it belonged to the Danvers, of Dauntesey. It
was forfeited on the attainder of Sir John Danvers, the
regicide; and James IT granted it to Charles Mordaunt,
Earl of Peterborough, one of whose descendants sold it
to Joseph Neeld, Esq. of Grittleton.

ROWDON.

While this part of the Manor of Chippenham
remained in the Crown, Richard I charged it with a
pension of £7 10s. 0d. to * Hodierne the Nurse.”
Henry IIT in 1250, granted it to Lady Agnes de
Roudon; her son sold it to Nicholas Husee, whose
family held it till 1892.  Their coat bore Three boots
sable, which is the second of the shields of the borough
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ROWDON. 15

of Chippenham. The palm tree, on which the shields
depend, and the motto “ UniTry axp LovaLrry,” were
granted by the Heralds’ Office.  Out of the rent of
£7 10s. 0d., the Nurse’s pension, which reverted to the
Crown, Edward I granted £5 a year to the monastery
of Ivy Church, near Salisbury: the lands, which were
charged with this payment, then partly a down called
« Ivy Common, with the Ivy House and the islands in the
Ivy,” bear the name of Ivy to this day. In 1434 Row-
don was bought by Lord Hungerford, who, ten years
before, had purchased Sheldon.

Through various generations of that family, some of
whom built Rowdon House on the banks of the Avon
it passed to Sir Edward Hungerford, M.P. for Chippen-
ham, and from him to Edward Hungerford, the Spend-
thrift, who, as it is said, at a gambling match of bowls,
staked his last chance, saying, “ Here eors Rowpox.”

It was mortgaged to Sir Richard Kent, and, in 1698,
was bought by an ancestor of the Longs of Rood Ashton.
Lowpon, a part of this manor, was granted by the
Crown to the family of Pavely; they sold it to the
Gascelyns, who also beld Sheldon, and who sold both to
the Hungerfords. In course of years this property
became separated into small freeholds.  But the tithing
still bears the name Manor.

John Aubrey describes Rowdon House, as “ a large
well-built Gothique house, square, and a Court within; about
the house a mote ; « fair hall very well furnished with armour.
Here were a number of scutcheons tn the windows.”
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16 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

MONKTON.

This royalty, extending into the town of Chippen-
ham, was given bv the Empress Maud, (mother of
Henry II) to the Priory of Monkton Farley. It thus
gained the name of Monkton, ¢.e. ¢ Monk’s Town,” but
it does not appear that there ever was a Religious House
on the land.  Henry VIII granted it to Sir Edward
Seymour ; the heiress, Elizabeth Seymour, carried it on
her marriage into the family of the Bruces, Farls of Ayles-
bury, from whom it passed to the families of Esmeade
and Edridge.  This estate had a right of depasturing in
the Forest, and held many wastes there, which in suc-
ceeding years were let out on long leases.

COCKLEBURY AND FOGHAMSHIRE.

In Aubrey’s time “ the inhabitants of Cockleborough
said that anciently it was a borough;” he means a
tithing. '

“It hath its denomination from the petrified cockles
which are in great plenty found in the stones hero.
Anciently London Road was here.” AUBREY.

The old road from Bath to London did not run
through the town, as Chippenham Bridge was only wide
enough to allow the pack horses a way: but London
Road turned down through the narrow winding lane in
Foghamshire, up Monkton Hill, through Cocklebury
over Langley Common, (where it is still traceable, and
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bears the name of “ London Way”, thence through a
ford of the Avon, to the present London Road, near
Harding’s Copse.

Foghamshire, called in the musters of 1539, the
“tithing of Vokan or Voghan,” was not in the borough
of Chippenham; it seems to have formed part of the
Manor of Rowdon.

ALLINGTOMN.

Allington was given by Stephen to the Prioress and
Nuns of Martigny, on the Upper Rhone ; in the reign of
Edward I. they transferred the estate to the Priory of
Monkton Farley, near Bath; at the Dissolution, Henry
VIII. conveyed it to Sir Edward Seymour, afterwards
the Protector Somerset.  Algernon, Duke of Somerset,
dying without heirs male, was succeeded in some of his
estates by Sir Charles Wyndham, and from the Wynd-
hams, Earls of Egremont, Allington was bought by Mr.
Joseph Neeld, in 1844.

In 1623 Sir Gilbert Prynne lived at Allington House;
he and his lady are buried in Chippenham Church ; the
house is now used as a barn, but mantle-pieces and mul-
lioned windows still may be seen, with the arms of
Prynne quartering Davys built into a wall.

Fowlswick is a farm on the extreme N. W. corner of
Chippenham parish, in the tithing of Allington ; Aubrey
writes of it:

““ Here is an ancient howse with a faire mote about, and
with cross barred windowes, then according to the fashion
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III. CHIPPENHAM FORESTS.

anciently one great forest, that in Wessex a

stag might have ranged from Braden Forest,
through Grittenham Forest and Clockwoods, thence to
Bowood, Calne and Pewsham Forest, Blackmore and
Gillingham Forest, Cranborne Chase, Holt Forest, to
the New Forest in Hants.

ﬁUBREY conjectures that the whole island was

“ Let us imagine, then, what kind of Country this was
in the time of the ancient Britons, by the nature of the soil,
which is a soure, woodsere land, very natural for the produc-
tion of oaks especially; one may conclude that this North-
Division was a shady, dismal wood; and the inhabitants al-
most as savago as the beasts, whose skins were their only
raiment.  The boats on the Avon were baskets of twigs,
covered with an ox-skin.” AUBREY.

The trees were oak and beech. The elm seems not
to have heen indigenous to Britain, and yet this noble
tree, and its congeners, have taken such root in Wilt-
shire, and grow so rapidly, that but for the spade and
the plough, all the country would, in fifty years, become
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a dense forest of elms.  The Forests around Chippen-
ham were Braden, Bowood, Pewsham and Blackmoor,
full of deer, and in all most every barrow, 4. e. burial
mounds raised by the ancient inhabitants, on the downs
by the side of the interments are found spear heads
of deer’s horns, and bones of deer worked into various
articles of use and ornament.

Large areas of open ground, unincumbered with
timber, were found in every forest, and in course of
years these were enclosed for tillage or pasture, and
became the sites of villages and towns.

Domesday gives Chippenham Forest as four miles
square, but its dimensions must have greatly shrunk
by the time of the ‘Perambulation of Forests” in
1300, when it is described as

“ Beginning at the bridge of Stanley, by the highway to
the gate of Stanley, through the middle of the town of
Stodeley unto the bridge of Samborn, thence ascending the
water to the bridge of Fynnam, by the way which leads to
the cross before the house of Horne, by the same way to
Horseleperde, by the way which cometh from Devizes unto
the ash of Lacock, thence to the bridge of Chippenham, as
the water of Avon divideth; thence by the water to Merke-
den, and thence to the aforesaid bridge of Stamnley. The
aforesaid metes and bounds enclose the Forest.”

Pewsham Forest (within the Forest of Chippenham),
extended from the town to Derry Hill : its west side lay
toward Lackbam. It was fenced round for deer, and
might be called the “Home Park.”
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The Forests remained part of the Crown Lands long
after the alienation of other portions of the Manor.

There is a document amongst the records of Chippen-
ham, which describes Pewsham Forest as beginuing at
¢ Fermerie House,” and ending at ““Hinlond.”  “ Ferm-
erie” may mean “Infirmary,” that is ‘ Hospital” or
“ Spital,” a farm exactly on the southern limit of the
Forest, probably a ¢ Convalescent Home” for the Stan-
ley monks.  “Hinlond” is the large meadow “ Inlands,”
near the town, now called by a strange and meaningless
corruption, *‘ Englands.”

Another account runs thus:

“ Beginning at Lacock Bridge, the Forest Boundary all
the way to Chippenham was the river, which continued to
define its extent round the north of the town by Monkton
Park to the meadow where the river Marden, or Calne water,
falls into the Avon. The Marden was then the boundary
past Stanley Abbey by Studley to Bowood. A line then
ran along Sandy Lane to the road leading to Bowden, and so
back to Lacock Bridge.”

It was not all forest, as has been said, but it included
large tracts of heath land, valuable for pasturing cattle,
and many acres of magnificent meadows along the
water-courses. ~ The Abbot of Stanley had a right of
running all kinds of beasts in Pewsham Forest, and the
monks of Bradenstoke, and others, of feeding 50 cows;
and all the tenants on the Royal Manor had inherited,
from the Saxon Kings, certain valuable privileges of
cutting wood, turf, and furze; of feeding cows, pigs,
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colts, geese, &c.: of digging stone, and even of building
huts on the waste, and enclosing what land they pleased
for gardens.

James I. granted Chippenham Forest to the Karl of
Anglesea, brother of the ill-fated Villiers, Duke of
Buckingham. It was disafforested in 1630, and broken
up for sale into small fee-farms. The peasantry were
thus robbed of their ancient rights, and serious dis-
turbances followed, during which a riotous assemblage of
men and women, not being able to capture the Earl of
Anglesea (whom they considered their prime enemy and
oppressor), most ungallantly laid hands on his Countess,
and carried off the noble lady prisoner.

Aubrey writes—* This Towne did stand in the Pew-
sham Forest. = The Poore People have made this

Rhyme;
«“ When Chipnam stood
In Pewsham’s wood
Before it was destroyed,
A cowe might have gone for a groate a year,
And now it is denyed.”

He adds: ¢ The metre is lamentablo, but the cry of the
Poor was more lamentable.”

Some compensation land, it was understood, after
inclosure, was left on the sides of the highways for
gardens and pasturage for the cottagers, but in course
of years these tracts of land lying along the roadsides,
often large and valuable, were swallowed up by land-
owners, under the plea that they were wastes of the
Manor.  This claim was wholly indefensible, the act
absolutely illegal.
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IV. GEOLOGY OF CHIPPENHAM.

v() HIPPENHAM is situated between the oolite, the
G Cotswold Hills on one side, and the escarpment
¢ of the Chalk and Greensand on the other. All
the north part of Wilts, from Cricklade to Trowbridge,
seems, in ages long gone by, to have formed one large
lake, and in later times, when a large volume of water
had escaped through the Bradford chasm, several lakes
were left in the lower grounds. The whole country
from Tytherton to Dauntsey is a lake-bottom, lying upon
gravel. This depression was dammed up by a ridge of
Oxford clay. There is evidence of a pebble beach in
Lackham woods.

The middle and lower part of the town are based on
a limestone rock, on which the foundations of the Parish
Church are laid, and which may be seen in its native
character and undisturbed position, breaking ont under
the wall of the Churchyard, opposite the present Vicar-
age.  This rock lies deep, is very hard, and yields but
few fossils.

Eastwards and southwards, Chippenham rests on a
bed of bluish clay, from 400 to 500 feet deep, through
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which, with very great labour, the Great Western
Railway was cut; this formation extends to the base
of Derry Hill, where it meets the sand, and thence
spreads all over the lowlands of Pewsham.

The rich meadows enclosing the town, and furnishing
finest loams for vegetation, are formed of alluvial soil
of the latest fresh-water formations deposited on the
limestone rock, and on clay, gravel, or blue marl.

On the west and north sides is the Inferior Oolite,
stretching from Chippenham to Corsham and Box, where
it joins the greater Oolite, the famous Bath Freestone ;
and on the north-west it passes on through Hardenhuish,
Kington St. Michael and Stanton.  This formation
rests on a blue marl, which probably underlies the
greater part of the surface of North Wilts.

A bed of iron sand-stone covers Brembhill, Derry,
and Bowden Hills; stretching, with some alternations
of the coralline strata to Devizes and Seend, where it is
capped by the escarpments of the chalk.

A large bed of fossils, with rare Ammonites, is
deposited in Peckingel Mead, in so solid a mass as to
obtain a recognized place in the geological serics, under
the name of KerLLawavs Rock. '

The appearance of a bituminous shale in the Oxford
Clay has led to abortive sinkings for coal in this
neighbourhood.

John Aubrey, himself a North Wiltshire-man, (born
in the parish of Kington St. Michaecl), made the shrewd
observation that the tcmperaments of the people in
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North Wilts differed with the soils on which they lived
—that the inhabitants on high, dry tablelands, were
active, high-spirited, and intelligent, while those who
lived on cold, damp, clayey soils, were heavy, slow, and
impassive.*

“ According to the several sorts of earth, the Indigens
are respectively witty, or dull, good, or bad. In all changes
of religion they are more zealous than any other ; when in
the time of the Rome-Catholique religion, there were more
and better churches and religious houses founded than any
other part of England can show, they are now the greatest
fanatiques, even to spiritual madness. The rich, wet soil
makes them hypocondricall.

“In North Wilts the Indigenwm, or Aborigines, speak
drawling ; they are phlegmatique, skins pale and livid, slow
and dull, heavy of spirit; thoy live chiefly on milke meates,
which cools their brains too much, and hurts their inventions.
These circumstances make them melancholy, contemplative,
and malicious, by consequence whereof come more law suites
out of North Wilts, at least double to the Southern parts.
And by the same reason they aro more apt to be fanatiques:
their persons are generally plump and feggy, gallipot eies
and some black: but they are generally handsome enough.
It is & woodsere country, abounding much with sowre and
austere plants, as sorrel, &c. which makes their humours
sowre.

* Felix Neff speaks of San Veran being the highest, and conse-
quently the most pious village in the Italian Alps. It has been re-
marked also, by others, that there is a higher degree of religion in
the elevated mountain hamlets of Piedmont than in the plain.
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V. RIVER AVON, WELLS, AND SPRINGS.

WHE chief source of the Avon (Afon, a river,

/ Saxon), is in the parish of Luckington, but it
receives several brooks fed by the high lands
sloping up to the Cotswold Hills.  The soil out of which
it springs is Cornbrash and Forest Marble, and over
these Upper Oolitic strata the stream rums, for about
eight miles, to Malmesbury, and thence by Broad
Somerford, through Dauntsey Park, Christian Malford,
and Kellaways to Chippenham, a course of thirteen
miles. ~ When Lord Carnarvon was asked why he did
not build a mansion by the river side, in one of the rich
meadows of Christian Malford (then his property), he
said, “ So I might, if I were an Ox.”

For the first twenty seven miles of its course, the river
flows through a series of valleys into an extensive plain
of Oxford Clay, then through a channel between Chalk
and Greensand, based on coral rag and calcareous grit,
over gravel beds formed by the debris of rocks and the
diluvium of its own silt.

Below Bradford it passes, for eight miles, over oolitic
strata, through the valley of Bath, then, for twelve
miles, towards Bristol, over lias, coal measures, and
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red sandstone, through the grand and tremendous chasm
which cleaves the Magnesian Limestone at Clifton, over
a flat of alluvium; and falls i\nto the Severn at
Avonmouth.

Its whole length is 73 miles, but a direct line drawn
from its source to its mouth, would measure but 21
miles; its fall is trifling, as its current is sluggish. TIts
geological character is of much interest, for it can be
said of the Wiltshire Avon (what perhaps cannot be
said of any other river in England), that in its short
course it washes the whole series of the Secondary strata.
In the bed of this river was found the skull of a gigantic
Ox, which testified to the existence of a race of colossal
quadrupeds, whose bodies were twelve feet long, and six
and half feet in breadth at the shoulders, ranging the
vales of this district ages long ago.

Most of the freshwater fish common to English rivers
are found in the Avon; Pike, Perch, Trout, Chub, Roach
and Dace: the largest pike caught of late years weighed
20 1bs. ; a perch was taken in this stream of 8 lbs, which
is an extraordinary weight for this class of fish; very
large eels come down with the floods, and are caught
at the weirs.

The Avon first touches Chippenham parish, (7e., the
tithing of Tytherton) at the point where the rivulet,
called Catbrook, separates Bremhill and Tytherton;
thence it flows between the Peckingel Meads (in Langley
Burrell) and West Tytherton, and near the Church is
crossed by the Cradle Bridge.
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30 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

William Woodruffe, a yeoman of Chippenham, by
his will dated Sep. 1, 1664, gives to the Minister and
Churchwardens of the parish of Kington St. Michael,
(in which parish Peckingel was then situated), a rent
charge of 30 shillings a year, “dn remembrance of God's
mercies in preserving me in a wonderful manner from
drowning at Peckingel Bridge,” on 18 Sep. 1656, and the
Minister is to preach a Sermon, and excite the people
“to be mindful of God’s mercies, and to be thankful for
the same.”

Thence the stream flows westward, receiving the leat
of old Tytherton Mill on the right, and the river Mar-
den on the left, winds and meanders in pretty, pictur-
esque reaches fringed with alders and rushes; encloses
the town on the north in a horseshoe curve: passes
Monkton Park (where it feeds an ancient pond called
the Moat), turns the Old Town Mills, with a current
separated into several artificial channels, passes under
the Bridge of 21 arches, forms the Island of Ree, and
other islets, flows by the Ivy, Rowden, and Lackham
grounds, and dividing Pewsham from Lacock parish,
makes a sweep to the east, and leaves Chippenham parish
opposite Lackham House.  The only part of the river
which is safe for rowing is from Monkton to Peckingel.

The river MArRDEN divides Chippenham parish from
the tithing of Tytherton Lucas. It rises at the foot of
Martinsell, or St. Ann’s, Hill, near Marlborough.  This
hill gives birth also to the South Aven, which runs to
Salisbury, and receiving the Wily falls into the sea
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at Christ Church, Hants, and to the Kennet, which
flows by Marlborough and Hungerford into the Thames
at Reading.

LOCKSWELL SPRING.

The Empress Maud granted to her Chamberlain,
Drogo, certain land in Pewsham Forest.  Drogo trans-
ferred the benefaction to a Cistercian brotherhood. On a
hill in the Forest, a part of Drogo’s gift, was a spring
of the purest water, called ““ Lockswell,” and the abbey
which the monks built, bore the name of the ‘“ Abbey
of Drogo’s Fount,” or ¢ Drownfont.”  The water from
this spring has flowed from time unknown, in a mnever
failing, never varying volume of 150 gallons a minute.

“TIt is a magnificent spring, rising on the very top of the
hill, which is on all sides surrounded with wild and romantic
scenery. It appears in the spot in which it bursts, nearly
three feet broad, singular and beautiful, rushing into day,
and then winding its precipitous and solitary way till it is
lost among the wildest glades of the ancient forest of Chip-
penham; once famous and hallowed, it has flowed for cen-
turies through the wild bourne.” BOWLES.

ON LOCKSWELL SPRING.

¢ Pure fount, that, welling from this wooded hill,
Dost wander forth, as into life’s wide vale,
Thou to the traveller dost tell no tale
Of other years; a lone, unnoticed rill,
In thy forsaken tract, unheard of men,
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Making thy own sweet music through the glen.
Time was when other sounds, and songs arose;
When o’er the pensive scene, at evening’s close,’
The distant bell was heard ; or the full chant

At morn came sounding high and jubilant,

Or, stealing on the wildered pilgrim’s way,

The moon light Miserere died away,

Like all things earthly—

Stranger, mark the spot—

No echoes of the chiding world intrude—

The structure rose, and vanish’d—solitude
Possess’d the woods again—old Time forgot,
Passing to wider spoil, its place and name,

Since then, ev’n as the clouds of yesterday,

Seven hundred years have well nigh pass’d away :

No wreck remains of all its early pride,

Like its own orisons its fame has died.

But this pure fount, thro’ rolling years the same,

Yet lifts its small still voice, like penitence,

Or lowly prayer. Then pass, admonish’d, hence,

Happy, thrice happy, if thro’ good or ill,

Christian, thy heart respond to this forsaken rill,”

BOWLES.

The sand hills give birth to many fine springs of

water. At the foot of Derry Hill is a handsome well
and canopy, inscribed with the following verses :

« Here quench your thirst, and mark in me
An emblem of true charity,
Who while my bounty I bestow
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Am neither seen nor heard to flow;
Repaid by fresh supplies from heaven
For every cup of water given.”

Over a smaller spring and cistern at the top of the
hill Canon Bowles caused this distich to be engraven :

 Drink, traveller, and more than worldly wealth,
Enjoy the best of earthly blessings, health.”

A story goes that a traveller, weary and heated,
parched with thirst, came to the spring, accepted the
Canon’s invitation, and imprudently took a long deep
draught of the exceedingly cold water.  He was seized
with cholic and died.  Soon after an epigram appeared,
playing on the case:

* Drink, drink,” quoth Bowles
To thirsty souls,
““ A fig for worldly wealth;
This fountain clear
Is pregnant here
With the best of blessings, health.”
and after summoning up the evidence given on the
inquest, the solemn conviction was recorded that the
poor traveller’s death was caused by the couplet of

Mr. Bowles:

« Against whom was found
On the clearest ground
A verdict of manslaughter.”

Aubrey speaks of “ Holy Well,” at Sheldon, and
heard the water was “ good for the eies.”

Artuur’s WELL, on the Bath Road, has furnished
for generations an inexhaustible supply of pure water.
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In 1694 Judge Holland erected a vaulted building
over a well in his garden, on the slope opposite Monkton
Park, which was called “ CurpPENHAM SPA,” and was
supposed to be possessed of medicinal virtues. The fame
of its waters as a fount of healing is gone, but part
of the ornamental structure remains.

A copious spring of water rises in one of the islets
in the river near the Bridge. In 1864, the use of this
water was granted to the Town by the owner of
Monkton.

Sir John Neeld gave 100 guineas for carrying the
water under the bed of the river, to a basin placed at
the end of the street, as high as the water would rise.
On an iron plate above the fountain the following record
is affixed :

MONKTON SPRING

“ This water was given to the town of Chippenham by
G. M. Esmeade, Bsq.: and the expense of conveying it
to this spot was defrayed by Sir John Neeld, Bart.

JAMES WHARRY, MAYOR, 1864.”
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Vi. THE GARDEN OF WILTS.

oF WiLts. A circle drawn round the Old
Town Hall, with a radius of five miles, encloses
the finest scenery in the County.  There is a very fine
view from the brow overlooking Westmead, with the
winding stream of the river in the foreground and
expansive woodlands to the southward and eastward.
In the grounds of the “Ivy House,” adjoining the
town, are to be seen some noble specimens of American
trees, the Tulip tree, the Plane, the Maple, and Robinia
(pseudo-Acacia), imported direct from North America
by Mr. Northey.

Aubrey speaks (1690), as if there were in his pos-
session a picture—* The Prospect of the Borough of
Chippenham,”—which he hoped might be engraved
with “remarkable houses and prospects.””  He thought
“it would make a glorious volume.”  But it was never

cGHIPPENHAM 3cands in the midst of the GARDEN

[

done.
A wide-spread field of natural beauty and diversi-
fied scenery is visible from Hardenhuish Churchyard.
The Birds’ Marsh (anciently Birch Marsh), in the
parish of Langley Burrell, with its glades and shady
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bowers, and labyrinths of evergreens, beds of anemones,
daffodils, foxgloves, bluebells, and thickets of ferns,
crowned with clusters of gorgeous rhodedendrons, is a
very paradise of loveliness and delight.

There used to be a breed of small yellow vipers in
the Marsh, which were dangerous to the cattle feeding
there; but not one reptile of this venomous species
has been seen for many years.

The English snake is very commen there, and is
perfectly harmless. A lover of nature, cautiously ob-
servant, on a fine summer’s day, may come upon a brood
of snakelets at play with their mother in the sun, and
may notice, how at the first signal of alarm, they glide
into their mother’s mouth, and all instantly disappear.

A vixen fox was seen hovering about a hedgerow,
near the farm house, and a vigilant watch was kept over
the poultry ; but none were ever missed. Time went
on, and all was peace; when, one evening, four or five
cubs were noticed gambolling with their mother. But
no turkey, or goose, or duck, or fowl was ever stolen
from yard or field. It was evident that a compact had
been made and respected—the farmer did not molest the
fox ; the fox did not rob the farmer. Yet foxes must
be fed ; and one day. a hare, a rabbit, and a fowl were
seen in the cubs’ larder.  But they were brought from
afar.  The friend’s property was not invaded.  There
is honour even among foxes.

A pair of missel-thrushes had built their nest in a
tree near a spot where a peculiar fungus grew, which
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the birds regarded as delicate food. But a pair of squir-
rels also had found out this savoury meat, and used to sit
upon the broad head of the fungus on their haunches,
and nibble the edges.  These thrushes, the boldest of
birds, (fearing neither hawk nor owl) flew down and
made pertinacious attacks on the little quadrupeds, fight-
ing and scolding and pecking, and tugging at their tails,
and striking them with their strong wings. The
defenders of the position maintained their ground gal-
lantly, springing at the assailants, hissing, and barking
like little dogs, till at last they were driven off the fun-
gus,—but the battle was not over; the nimble squirrels
ran up the tree in which the birds had built, and took
possession of their nest.  The thrushes now flew to the
defence of their home, and after a long fight they dis-
lodged the enemy, but the squirrels ran down and again
ensconced themselves upon the fungus; and thus the
attack and defence went on till both parties were fairly
tired out.

The Birds’ Marsh was once a part of Langley
Common. Langley Common was a free pasturage of
eighty acres, given by generous grant of Saxon nobles,
or, immediately, by the King himself, to the villagers
of Langley Burrell and to the inhabitants of the Royal
Burgh of Chippenham.  That Chippenham was in-
cluded in the grant is certain from the large extent of
land conceded to common use.

In the beginning of the reign of Edward VI. a.p.
1547, there was in England a great demand for wool ;
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sheep were very valuable, and pasture was more profit-
able than tillage. The courtiers and county gentlemen,
under grants from the Government, enclosed wastes and
commons, for feeding sheep, so that the peasantry, driven
out of their ancient heritages, were reduced to misery;
and it was said ““A4 sheep is a more ravenous beast than
lion or wolf, and devours whole parishes.”

Formidable insurrections broke out in England and
Wales; and the Protector Somerset, whose influence
in the Court was on the wane, countenanced the com-
plaints of the dispossessed commoners, and issued a pro-
clamation that the lands lately enclosed should be again
laid open.  The populace, thus encouraged, rose tumult-
uously in several counties, demolished fences and walls,
and repossessed themselves of their ancient commons,
downs, and woods. Sir William Herbert, who had
just received the grant of the possessions of Wilton
Abbey, hasted into Wales, raised a levy of wild moun-
taineers, and urged by tidings that the mob at Wilton
had broken into his new park, marched rapidly into
Wilts with his troopers, attacked the masses of country-
men in detail, and cut them up with such merciless
severity, that from north to south the county trembled
at his name.

Thus Langley Common was lost to Chippenham, on
the north, much about the same time and in the same
manner, that Pewsham Forest was lost on the south.
They were the two lungs of Chippenham—both irre-
parable losses.
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Langley Common fell (it is hardly known how) into
the hands of certain proprietors who had obtained grants
of pasturage, called Leazes, which became freehold, and
gave rights of franchise. But as yet it was open.
Other commons were sold, and enclosed.

Langley Common, though no longer free to the peas-
antry for grazing cattle, yet remained a noble, unincum-
bered area of eighty acres; cold, and bleak it was,
especially when the winterly blasts swept down from the
east,* but there were no obstacles of hedges, ditches, or
stiles ; all the old paths remained ; it was free for breezy
and bracing exercises, for riding, driving, and walking,
and the youths of Chippenham played football, cricket,
prisoners’ base, and all manner of old English games
of health and manliness wherever they pleased, un-
molested and undebarred, as they had done for eight
hundred years. But there came a fatal time, in the year
1838, when, under the Enclosure Act, a scheme was
elaborated for enclosing Langley Common. It is true all
the proceedings then taken to this end were illegal.
The Commissioners had no power to enclose a Common
within a certain distance of a town, with a certain
population.  Langley Common was within a mile of
Chippenham, and Chippenham had a population of
more than 5000 inhabitants.

* When the Mail-coach from the west, bringing up the Students
to Oxford, reached the brow of Langley Common, the driver used
to shout—* Now, gentlemen, hold on your hats, for this is the windiest
point between Eweter and Ozford.”
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But no protest was made : no hand uplifted to stem
the ruin.  Either through ignorance of the law, or
through apathy, or from fear, the people of Chippenham
silently acquiesced in the robbery, and whatever was left
of their ancient right over Langley Common was lost
for ever. Fortunately the ancient pathways, in the
main, were not seriously interfered with, but gates,
ditches, fences, and wretched stiles barred_ the traveller’s
way in all directions.*

The County Council of Wilts have done well in taking
under their protection public paths; and it will be a
worthy action, if they watch with a jealous eye the
rights of ways across the country, resist any invasion of
them, and insist on landowners fulfilling their legal
responsibilities in keeping ancient paths in order, of
providing fit footbridges, and convenient stiles.

Though Langley Common, as it has been said, was
within the last sixty years, open to the youths for
games, not a jfoot of their ancient heritage can now be
obtained, even by payment for it.  To the shame of the
landowners of the Common be it spoken!—And it
would be to the praise of the County Councillor for
Langley, if he would move the Council to provide, by
the compulsory powers which they possess of purchase
or rental, for the boys of the neighbourhood, a suffi-
cient piece of the Common, say four or five acres,

* « Sir,” said an old countryman to a squire busy in obstructing
the ancient tracks—‘‘remember that our paths were here ages and
ages before your hedges and ditches were made,”
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which justice and health (or if they prefer their new
word Hygiene) alike demand. On the north side of
the Common stands the shattered trunk of a huge elm,
four hundred years old, which in its prime must have
been the finest tree in the county.

Leaving Langley Burrell, its aged elms, its vener-
able Church, and secluded Churchyard, let the pilgrim
of nature in search of the picturesque proceed towards
Langley Fitzurse ; and as soon as he enters that parish
he finds (instead of the road over Langley Burrell Com -
mon compressed between stifling hedges) an open high-
way bounded by grassy wastes, 10 to 40 feet wide—they
are parts of Langley Fitzurse Common; and * Aereby
hangs a tale’

The Common includes 30 acres, and round it are
planted farms, cottages and gardens, fringing the edge
of the plateau, and forming one of the prettiest and
healthiest villages in Wilts. To the westward lies a
level plain extending through Gloucestershire to the
Cotswold ; the views, south and east, present, as Aubrey
says, *“a delicate prospect,” over wooded lowlands, of the
hills of Bremhill and Bowood, Cherhill Downs and
Salisbury Plain.

The Common is the glory of Langley Fitzurse. But
it narrowly escaped in 1860 the fate which befell its
neighbour at Langley Burrell in 1838.

A plot was concocted—maps and plans were prepared
—sections were laid out for partition and enclosure—
and on paper the thing was done.  But as soon as the
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design was breathed, it awakened a storm of vehement
indignation; acting under legal counsel, the people stood
on their rights, and threatened uncompromising hosti-
lity to the bitter end And the project for en-
closure was silently abandoned.

Thus the Common was saved for that day. But it
behoves the parishioners of Langley Fitzurse to look
well to their interests for the future.

Draycot Park is intersected by public paths to Seagry
and Stanton which may be trodden without fear of
prosecution.  In the silent solitude of this Park,
(though small,) nature may be studied in all its wild-
ness. The growth of the ferns is grand; Aubrey
in his day remarked “they are the biggest and tallest
I ever saw, as high about as a man on horseback.”  That
part called ¢ Scotland,” with its old weird death-struck
oaks, seems like a veritable relique of the ancient forest.

The extent and variety and colouring of the land-
scape of the GAKDEN OF WILTs cannot be embraced,
or sufficiently admired, except when seen trom the undu-
lating heights which enclose and command it.

From Charlcot there is a drive (open to the public
by permission of Lord Lansdowne), which winds around
the brow of the hills to Maud Heath’s pillar on Wick
Hill, and thence to Bencroft, which opens to the en-
raptured eye a magnificent expansion of heaven above
and earth below ; but this scene, to be thoroughly ap-
preciated, should be visited on a clear day after rain.

Of Bowood we may simply adopt the dictum of John
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Aubrey about Wilton :—¢ The situation of Bowood is
encomparably noble. It hath the most pleasant prospect of
the gardens and park.  The house is great and august;
but I attempt no further description of the house, gardens,
and approaches, as falling too short of the greatness and
excellency of 1t.”

And no language can describe the beauty of the
scenery near and far, from Derry Hill, Lockswell, Nether-
more, and Bowden Hill, especially when, in mid-autumn,
the Lord of Creation is painting his superb pictures on
the wide-stretched canvas of earth and sky, in colours
of yellow, brown, amber, orange, and red, the rich hues
of the departing glory of the dying leaf.

But——there may be scenery of surpassing loveli-
ness; hills, woods, rivers, valleys; there may be foliage
of every tint; a sky of spotless azure, a glowing sun,
balmy breezes but these do not make heaven
or else a heaven may be found in many parts of the
“ GARDEN oF WiLTs.”

“ O Gop, oh good, beyond compare !
If thus Thy earthly works are fair—
If thus Thy glories gild the span
Of ruined earth and sinful man ;
How glorious must the mansions be
Where Thy redeemed shall dwell with Thee!”
Biswop HEBER.

It is deeply to be regretted that, in this day, emin-
ent men, who are justly celebrated for their profound
research into .natural science have failed to sece and
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acknowledge in all their astonishing discoveries the
hand and mind of an Omniscient, Omnipresent Creator ;
—have not “ looked up from Nature unto Nature’s Gop.”
A very different man to these philosophers was the great
Bwedish botanist, Linnazus—the more deeply he pene-
trated into the secrets of Nature, the more he magnified
the work of the mighty Master; whenever he had
opportunity (which often happened in his lectures and
botanical excursions) he expatiated on the greatness,
the goodness, the wisdom, the providence, the presence
of Gop; his heart glowed with celestial fire, his tongue
poured forth torrents of adoring admiration.

Of Joseph Alleine, (born at Devizes, in the troublous
times of Charles L.), it is recorded—* He did often in his
devotions delight to converse with the fowls of the air, and
the beasts of the field; with streams and plants he did
delight to talk ; and all these did utler to his attentive ear
the praise and knowledge of the great Creator.”

‘“ Thou, who hast given me eyes to see and love this

sight so fair,
Give me a heart to find out Thee, and read Thee
everywhere.” KEBLE.

When John Evelyn was visiting Sir Edward Bayn-
ton at Spye Park in 1652, he pronounced that the house
was built ¢ on the precipice of an incomparable prospect ”’
and who a better authority on the characteristics of
the true picturesque than the author of “ Sylva.”’ P*

* John Evelyn wrote  Sylva, a Discourse on Forest Trees,” in
1664. Within a few years millions of oaks, elms, and ashes, were
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With the Ipse Dizit of John Evelyn and a Poem of
Canon Bowles, we leave the GARDEN oF WiLTs.

SKETCH FROM BOWDEN HILL.

“ How cheering are thy prospects, airy hill !
How rich,

How mantling in the gay and gorgeous tints
Of summer ! Far beneath me, sweeping on
From field to field, from vale to cultured vals,
The prospect spreads its crowded beauties wide ;
Long lines of sunshine, and of shadow, streak
The farthest distance : where the passing light
Alternate falls, “mid undistinguished trees,
‘White dots of gleaming domes, and peeping towers,
Ag from the painter’s instant touch, appear.

As thus the eye ranges from hill to hill,
Here white with passing sunshine, there with trees
Innumerable shaded, clustering more
As the long vale retires, the ample scene,
‘Warm with new grace and beauty, seems to live.
Lives ! all is animation! beauty! hope!

O Nature thee, in the soft winds,
Thee, in the soothing sound of summer leaves,
When the still earth lies sultry ; thee, methinks,
Ev'n now I hear bid welcome to thy vales
And woods again !
planted in Great Britain. To this date, (and probably to this book,)

we owe the stately timber trees which now so grandly adorn the
GARDEN OF WILTS.
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And I will welcome them,
And pour, as erst, the song of heartfelt praise.
From yonder line, where fade the farthest hills
Which bound the blue lap of the swelling vale,
On whose last line, seen like a beacon, hangs
Thy tower,* benevolent, accomplished Hoare !
To where I stand, how far the interval.
Yet instantaneous to the hurrying eye
Displayed, though peeping towers and villages,
Thick scattered, “mid the intermingling elms,
And towns remotely marked by hovering smoke,
And grass green pastures with their herds, and seats
Of rural beauty, cottages, and farms,
Unnumbered as the hedgerows, lie between.
Beaming at large to where the gray sky bends,

The eye scarce knows to rest, till back recalled,
By yonder ivied cloisterst in the plain,
‘Whose turret, peeping pale above the shade,
Smiles in the venerable grace of years.

O venerable pile! though now no mere
The pensive passenger at evening hears
The slowly-chanted vesper, or the sounds
Of « Miserere” die along the vale,
Yet piety and honoured age;} retired
There hold their blameless sojourn, ere the bowl
Be broken, or the silver cord be loosed.

* Stourton Tower, built by Sir R. C. Hoare.
+ Lacock Abbey.
The aged Countess of Shrewsbury, then residing in the Abbey.
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¢ TANLEY ABBEY was located in the extreme
<) castern angle of Chippenham Forest, on the
southern bank of the Calne Water; the Church
and Monastery were within the parish of Bremhill, but
their lands extended far into Chippenham Parish.
Lockswell, in the south of Pewsham Forest, had
been conferred by Henry, Duke of Normandy, and Maud
the Empress, on her chamberlain, Drogo; this noble-
man, or his immediate representatives, transferred the
estate to a House of Cistercian monks, who settled at
Lockswell in 1151, and laid the foundations of an Abbey,
close to the famous springs. On receiving an additi-
onal grant of meadow land in the valley, after a three
years’ residence on the hills, the monastic household
migrated to Stanley. The solidity and breadth of the
walls in Lockswell Abbey Farm-house make it highly
probable that they are remains of the old conventual
building: and the reservoir also, below the house, in
its original construction, must have been due to the
labours of the monks.
The Abbot, no doubt, went down to Stanley, be-
cause of its sheltered situation, in rich pastures, and


http://stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/retromedia
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

STANLEY ABBEY. 49

beside a river, where the monks could form fish ponds,
and build a mill, an indispensable boon to them and
their peasantry. Their mill is working still, and the
abutment of a bridge they built was remaining sixty
years ago; but the glorious Abbey Church they raised,
and their magnificent monastery have perished to their
very foundations.

The Abbey was called Stanicia Imperatricss, because
the Empress Maud granted the endowment ; but what
they gained in good land the brotherhood had lost in
good water. So by a bold venture they determined to
convey the pure fresh stream at Lockswell through
an underground conduit from the source of the spring
to the site of the new Abbey, at Stanley, a distance
of three miles. A manuscript in the Bodleian records
that “JIn the year 1214 the aqueduct was finished by
Thomas de Colestune (Colston) the Abbot, who, though
“timide incepit”’—he began in fear—yet < Deo et Domino
Jesu Christo 8ibi auziliante ’—Dby the help of God and
the Lord Jesus Christ—r/e successfully completed this good
and noble work, jfor which his memory ought to be blessed
Jor ever.” The aqueduct must have been of stone. The
tradition of its existence is still firm ; portions have been
broken into, large enough to admit a boy.

Edward I. gave 211 acres in Nethermore; his char-
ter first mentions the rivulet Pewe, which gives its
name to the district. =~ That King also granted a license
to the Abbot * fodiendi mineralia ferri”—to dig iron
in the Forest. IRichard I. added Hedfield, near the
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Forest of Chippenham—* dominium nostrum cum septem
homntbus tbi manentibus” i.e. seven farms with their
tenants—on both sides of the Avon, and of ¢ dead wood
in the forest as much as they want for fires; and timber
when needed for their buildings to be taken in view of
the Forester ; also pasture and pannage, free and quiet,
for the pigs of the Seven men, and for their own pigs,
animals, and flocks.”  Richard II. gave lands and
tenements in Chippenham, Langley Burrell, Cockle-
borough, Allington, Estmeade, &c.; and “ threepence a
day are to be paid for ever out of our Farm of Chippenham
as long as Stanley shall be inhabited by Religious Folk.”

The Church was dedicated by Walter de Wyle,
Bishop of Sarum, in 1266.

Canon Bowles writes—<¢ The wild forests of Wiltshire,
as well as the vast swamps in other Counties, were reclaimed
by these ascetic inmates of the cloister, and the moorlands
they brought info cultivation are now the most productive
lands in the county.””  Again he says—* The taper of
learning in the solitary cloister was the only one that cast
any light at that benighted period.  The hum of indusiry
and the voice of prayers were heard, by turns, wherever they
fized their abode.  The fate of these sumptuous establish-
ments sometimes moves a sigh when we rccollect the early
industry they promoted ; the learning and picty they encour-
aged; and also the charities they dispensed.  But they
were smitten tn their pomp and pride; and the monastic
system, containing, anwd many gross impurities and im-
pieties, much which the sincerest piety might approve, and
much that charity might forgive, for cver passed away.”
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Very few written memoranda of Stanley Abbey
remain.

Fulke Fitzwarine, a scion of one of the fiercest
and proudest of the Norman families, while playing with
Prince John, (son of Henry II.) when a mere boy, check-
mated him in a game of chess. 'Whereupon in a passion
John snatched up the chessboard, and struck the young
Norman on the head.  His blood boiled up, and he re-
turned the assault with such vigour, that the Prince fell
against the wall, struck his head, and lay senseless. As
soon as he recovered he ran sobbing to his father.  The
King told him he richly deserved what he had got;
sent for his tutor, and ordered him to flog the boy,
(as the romance of Fitzwarine words it) “finely and
well”’  John never forgot the affront.  As soon as he
was King, he seized all Fulke’s estates.  Fulke armed
his followers, and aided by other barons, who smarted
under John’s tyranny, carried on a petty warfare against
the Sovereign. His adventures and escapes in many
a county of England would make a long tale. Once
in North Wilts, when in ambush in Braden Forest,
news reached him of the approach of a party of mer-
chants bearing rioh cloths and other valuable goods
purchased in foreign parts for the King and Queen.
Fitzwarine pounced on them, and divided the costly
brocades, silks, and ermines among his soldiers—then
released the merchants, and sent his compliments to
their Majesties for their acceptable present. John was
soon on his track, and hunted him from place to place,
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till in his desperate necessity, he ran to sanctuary in
Stanley Abbey. ¢ Here he was besieged,” says a Latin
MS. in the Bodleian) jfourteen days by almost all the
County of Wilts, but came out safe in the peace of the
Church, and was reconciled in the following year, 1202.”
In the time of Edward IL., the Earl of Hertford, Roger
Mortimer, Audley, and other of Queen Isabella’s
adherents, forced a violent entrance into Stanley Abbey,
and seized the treasures of Hugh de Spencer deposited
with the Abbot for safety; they broke open his coffers,
and carried off £1000 in money, besides cups of gold
and silver, jewels, charters, muniments and letters.

In 1536, amongst the many consecrated retreats
which had served in their earlier day the cause of
learning, hospitality and charity, and might under
proper regulations have been iustrumental to the same
holy purposes to this day,* ¢the hideous Henry smote
to the dust” Stanley Abbey.

The site and part of the lands were sold by the
King to Sir Edward Baynton, 14 Feb, 1537, for £1200:

* Bishop Latimer, in his honest earnestness, implored the King
to spare two or three monasteries or convents in every shire, to be
true homes of the religious life, into which men and women, aged,
sick, sad, friendless, nauseating the world, might retire for awhile,
and commune with Gop, and so prepare for—

That inevitable day,
‘When a voice to me shall say,
““ Thou must rise, and come away—
All thy other journeys past,
Gird thee, and make ready fast,
For thy longest, and thy last.”
TRENCH.
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they descended to the Starkeys, of Spye Park, who had
intermarried with the Bayntons. ~The site of the Abbey
now is pdssessed by the Marquis of Lansdowne.

Some encaustic tiles and sculptured stones were col-
lected by Canon Bowles, and are preserved in an oratory
in the vicarage garden at Brembhill, “?¢ke last asylum,”
as he says, “of their departed splendour and perished
Jortunes.”

The south wall of the old farm house built in the
Abbey grounds, (now itself falling into ruins), displays
stones and oaken beams which may belong to the
original erection ; carven stones of ecclesiastical charac-
ter lie here and there; here is a stone coffin, there are
numberless fragments of tiles, beautifully patterned in
still fresh colours, betokening the site of the Church ; the
local situation of the monastic buildings (which served
as a quarry for 200 years) is shown by depressions in
the meadow ; the venerable font, used in the Church for
400 years, desecrated for 350 years, stands now upon
a solid cross of freestone on the lawn of the new
farm house.  These ancient, holy relics awaken solemn
memories.

Three Kings of England are recorded as having
each passed a night at Stanley Abbey; John, Edward I,
and Edward IL

The Society consisted of only thirteen White Monks,
but the lay brothers, officials, servitors, and labourers
might have numbered one hundred. Their annual
revenue at the Dissolution was £222 14s. 4d.
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HE Parish of Chippenham include the tithings
w or townships of West Tytherton, Stanley, and
Nethermore.  Detached portions formerly lay
in Kington St. Michael, Langley Burrell, and elsewhere,
and parts of other parishes were enclosed within the
limits of Chippenham parish; but by the Divided
Parishes Act each parish is now contained by a con-
tinuous line.

The parish of Chippenham proper is bounded on
the north by Yatton Keynell, Kington St. Michael,
Hardenhuish, and Langley Burrell ; east by Tytherton ;
south by Pewsham; west by Biddestone.

The area of the old parish was 6981 acres: 14 acres
are glebe; the Church Trustees hold la. 2r. 26p.; the
Corporation own 126a. Or. 34p.; and 4%2a. belong to the
Great Western Railway Company, not including the
Calne Branch. Stanley is bounded by Tytherton,
Bremhill, the Liberty of Bowood, Pewsham, and Chip-
penham ; Nethermore by Chippenham, Pewsham, Bowood,
Bishop’s Cannings, Bromham, and Lacock. Under
recent legislation Nethermore was separated from Chip-
penham and united with Pewsham.
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Though Pewsham Forest was considered to be in-
cluded in Chippenham Forest, yet the parish of Pewsham
was never a part of Chippenham parish. Pewsham
contained 1296 acres, but had no eoclesiastical existence,
being without Church, Vicar, and Vestry, yet it paid
tithes.

The area of Chippenham parish is now 6191 acres ; by
the abstraction of the whole of Nethermore with por-
tions of Langley Burrell, Hardenhuish, and Kington
St. Michael, its ancient content was reduced by 790
acres.

THE BOROUGH.

Chippenham is now ruled by a Mayor, Aldermen,
and Councillors, but as a municipal power these officers
are very young, having been created under the Corpora-
tions Reform Act in 1854.  Before that time the Town
was governed by a Bailiff and Twelve Burgesses, whose
title to a Corporate Body rested upon a Charter granted
by Queen Mary.

The records of the borough (now in the custody of
the Corporation) throw no light on the early history of
the government of Chippenham, as they do not begin
till 1554.  But Chippenham was a Borough by pre-
scription, and governed by a Bailiff for many hundred
years before Queen Mary granted her charter. Ever
since it was a part of the Royal Desmesne, it was under
the charge of some representative of the Crown. Some-
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times this official was called Steward, as at Calne ; some-
times Portreeve, as at Great Bedwyn; but his appellation
at Bromham, Corsham, Chippenham, and Melksham, was
Bailiff. ~ As this officer was commissioned to protect
the Royal interests, he was armed originally with
formidable powers (being second only to the King
himself within the Manor), for he had at his command
not only a prison and pillory, but also a gallows, and
a hangman too.

But after the Manor was subdivided into several
royalties, each carrying semimanorial rights, owners of
lands granted by the Crown, and sometimes the superior
Crown officers, questioned and counteracted the authority
of the Bailiff. —During the reign of Henry III. Robert
Stoket, Bailiff of Chippenham, seized some packs of
wool passing through the town; the Sheriff of Wilts
ordered him to restore them. A fellow, imprisoned in
the castle of Old Sarum, had turned “ King’s Evidence,”
and had implicated in his charge one ‘ Solomon the
Jew,” of Chippenham. The Sheriff of Wilts issued
his warrant to the Bailiff of Chippenham (Robert
Stoket) to arrest the Jew, but, before the warrant was
served, Godfrey Gascelyn, lord of the manor, dared the
Bailiff to take any procecdings till he had communicated
with the Sheriff. ~ Meanwhile Solomon disappeared.
One Nicholas Hamund, who had been sent to prison by
the Bailiff, was released by the Sheriff.

It was evident, that for the peace of the town, the
true powers of the Chief Officer should be defined, and
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that he should be confirmed in his local authority.
Therefore a petition was presented to Queen Mary at the
beginning of her reign that she would grant the borough
a new charter, and she, desirous of ingratiating herself
with her subjects, conferred both a charter and a grant
of land.

THE CHARTERS.

The Charter of Queen Mary is dated May 2nd, 1554 ;
it runs thus

On petition of the inhabitants of the Town and Borough
of Chippenham for the better government thereof, and for
the advantage of being incorporated into ome body politic,
the Queen decrees that the said Town and Borough shall be
a free Borough for ever, of one Bailiff and Twelve Burgesses

to form one body corporate: that they may plead and be
impleaded, shall have a Common Seal, and may acquire
lands; and the Borough shall extend from Brymland Lands,
on the west, to the Yate post of Huntingﬁon Lands on the
east; and from the midst of the Bridge of Chippenham on
the north to Cook Street on the south; and she nominates
Henry Farnewell (alias Goldney) to be the first Bailiff with
twelve selected Burgesses, and that the Burgesses shall meet
in the * Yelde Hall ” (or other place) and elect a Bailiff on
death, and shall make statutes for the Borough : and whereas
for the maintenance of Two Burgesses at the Parliament, and
for the reparations of a certain great bridge on the river
Avon, and of a certain bank called a “ Cawsaye,” they are
grievously burthened, her Majesty grants to the Town the
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Pasture called Inglands, containing 17 acres, and Westmead,
oontaining 30 acres, and one Messuage, and a moiety of one
yardland and four parcels called ¢ Poks ”’ in Rowden’s Down
containing 120 acres, one close called Burleis containing 4
acres, and 21 acres of arable land in Chippenham Common
Field, and a Wood called Rowden’s Down Coppice, con-
taining 21 acres, and Bolt’s Croft, heretofore parcel of the
lands of the late Lord Hungerford, to be Borough lands of
Chippenham, and now of the yearly value of Nine Pounds,
Twelve Shillings, and Eight Pence ; and Two Burgesses shall
be elected and sent to Parliament at the charge of the
Borough.

LANDS GIVEN BY QUEEN MARY:

ACRES.
INLANDS . 3 . ) S 17
West ME4D s . s 5 30
PoxEs 8 = * x . . 120
BurLEYS . y 5 . 3 A4
CommoN FIELD . 1 5 s 21
RowpEN Dowx CopPICE . " 21
Borts CroPT . B " ’ 4

217

The history in connection with the conveyance of
these lands is curious. It has been seen that no part of
the Desmesne remained in the hands of the Crown in
the time of Mary, except Pewsham Forest; and this
district, being then covered with timber, would be of
little value.

Very conveniently for the Queen, it happened that a
fow years before her accession, in the reign of Heénry
VIII., Walter Lord Hungerford, who held alarge part of
Chippenham parish, had been accused of High Treason
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for calling the King “a heretic,” and for having suf-
fered one William Byrd, Vicar of Bradford, in Wilts,
to make experiments in alchemy, in his house, with a
design of ascertaining how soon the King might die.
For these acts of High Treason, Lord Hungerford lost
his head on Tower Hill, and with his head lost all his
manors in Chippenham, and many other goodly estates
in Wilts, and elsewhere.

This property was all confiscated by the Crown. It
was out of the forfeited lands of Lord Hungerford in
Chippenham that Mary, (as advised) made her grants to
the Borough.  And the Charter was executed only just
in time, for Walter, the heir of Lord Hungerford, came
of age twenty three days after the deed received the Sign
Manual, when he was restored in name, blood, and estate,
by Act of Parliament.

Let it be remembered that Queen Mary did not
create the Borough of Chippenham.  Her Charter con-
firmed ancient Burgage privileges, franchises, and im-
munities granted by Saxon, Norman, and Plantagenet
Sovereigns under legal deeds and instruments now lost.

Queen Elizabeth also granted a Charter ‘“ Ballino et
Burgensibus Burgi de Chippenham,” but it only recites
and confirms that of her Sister in every particular.

In 1574 a suit had been lodged in the Court of
Chancery that “the Towne lands, given for charitable
purposes and the publique good, were misemployed unto the
private benefit of some few of the incorporation,” and Bir
Walter Hungerford, Sir John Danvers, Sir Henry Sher-
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rington, and John Eyre, Esq. made an award rectifying

the abuses. In 1604, the Bailiff and some of the Bur-
" gesses prosecuted the other Burgesses and some of the
inhabitants because they held that St. Mary’s St. was
not in the borough; Lord Chancellor Egerton recom-
mended an amicable arrangement, and nominated certain
Oommissioners, who decided that St. Mary St. was in the
borough, and who suggested “for the eatinguishing the
miseries that daily grow out of strife and of the malice
springing wup between the inhabitants,” certain ordinances
to be binding on all the town.

Some of the lands given to the town by Queen Mary
were afterwards discovered to be no part of Lord Hun-
gerford’s property, but to belong to the Crown, as * as-
sart lands in Chippenham Forest,” and were claimed by
James I.  On the payment of £40 they were secured
to the Borough by the King’s Letters Patent, which
further confirmed to the Bailiff and Burgesses ““all the
lands, tenements, messuages, rents, rights, aquas, piscaria,
piscaciones; waters, fishponds, fisheries ”’—which they and
their predecessors had been accustomed to hold in any
former time by grants of Kings or Queens of England.

LaxDs SoLD ToO THE CORPORATION OF CHIPPENHAM
BY JamEes I, 1n 1607,

AL SRS~ P
INLaNDs AND CoT 3 . 2083 HNI
Borts CrROFT Q 5 1 5 0 20
‘WesTt MEAD (rest of ) : 34 0 0
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also all the tithes great and small, with a reserved
rent to the Crown of nine shillings.

Both Charles II. and James II., besides depriving
cities and towns of their charters by legal compulsion,
induced other boroughs voluntarily to surrender their
rights, under a promise of a new charter with superior
privileges.

An entry among the Borough Records is ominous as
to the fate of the deeds and documents relating to the
history and privileges of Chippenham from 1100 to
1564——

1685. “ The former Charter granted by Queen Mary,
with divers other Charters of this Borough was surrendered
into the hands of Charles II., 1684.”

The older Oharters were never returned, and may be
in existence still in the Record Office in London.

James the Second renewed the Charter, which the
borough of Chippenham had surrendered, on Mar. 13,
1685, but with the proviso that the Privy Council might
make or cancel all appointments, and under this clause
he removed John Flower, Bailiff, and four Burgesses,
and nominated William Bedford, and others, in their
place.  But alarmed by dark clouds gathering round
the throne, he restored to Chippenham all its corporate
privileges, and, it appears, he took the opportunity as he
was passing through the town in 1687, to present the
new Concession in person.  The costs and the homage
fees of £36 6s. 8d. were paid by Richard Kent, M.P.
for the town.
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THE TOWN HALL,

A few years ago two lonely, solemn, smoke-begrimed
trees, (supposed to be evergreens) stood before a solemn,
ancient, smoke-begrimed building with two small gables,
surmounted by an old wooden turret on the east side of
the Market Place of Chippenham.

1894, The trees are gone.  The building remains.
It is the Old Town Hall; the venerable Council Cham-
ber of the Borough for centuries. It bears on its front
the Borough Arms, and the letters “J.8. 1776.” pro-
bably the initials of John Scott, Bailiff, who repaired it
that year. f

When Walter Lord Hungerford was attainted, and
all his estates were seized by Henry VIIL,, the attainder
did not touch the heir, and the King assented to the
restoration of all the confiscated property, except the
Hundred and Manor of Chippenham, which he devised

on certain grantees for life, ¢ Roberte Serle and Liaurence
Wamsley,” and made them Bailiffs of Chippenham ;
and afterwards conveyed it as a marriage portion to
Queen Katharine Parr for her life. Edward VI, as
has been mentioned, sold the fee to Lord Darcy, and he
re-sold it to Sir W. Sherrington.

“In the midst of the street of the town stood a Yelde
Hall or Churche House alone by it self from all other houses
we the Inhabitantes of the sayde towne time oute of mynde
have Repaired and therein kepte their churche ales and plaies
and have had their metynge for making of ordinances for the
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same towne &c. and in the same howse by the time the
Lordes of the Hundrede have kepte theire Lawe daies and
hundrede Courtes.”

It was contended by the town that the patent of
Edward VI. granting the Huundred never conveyed the
freehold of the Yelde, or Guild, Hall to the grantee ;
though it seems, Lord D’Arcy, or his assigns, claimed it,
and the dispute ran on for two hundred years.

Henry Sherrington, having succeeded to his father’s
property, and preparing vigourously to enforce his sup-
posed rights in reference to the Town Hall of Chippen-
ham, the Bailiff and Burgesses petitioned the Queen
(Elizabeth) for protection.

The “Queen’s Steward of the Town of Chippenham
wrote to the Lord Chief Justice, informing him that there
had long been a variance between the Town of Chippen-
ham and Mr. Sherrington “ by occasion of a graunt which
he had obtained from the Prince,’ and sent a dratt of the
case. The Attorney General appears to have proceeded
against Sherrington, but the Barons on hearing the suit,
quashed the Information. Thus encouraged

“ Henrie Sherington, Esquier, aboute St. Andrewes tide
vidl* the third day of Noveb'. in the ixth year of the Queenes
ma* rayne that nowe is (1566) sent thre of his household ser-
vants w' staves and axes in riotous manner to the towne of
Chipnam to cutt downe certen shambles and shoppes there
whereupon one Thomas Asheley bocher one of the Tenants of
St Walter Hungerford came w* a staffe and comaunded the
said M’. Sherringtons men to leave hewying downe of his
shoppe for that he had his vittell there and two of his boies
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lyeing in the shoppe to keepe the possession thereof the dore
heyng Locked and the windowes fast, they aunswered they
would not whereupon the saide Thomas Ashley owner of the
shoppe kepyng the possession thercof and seying they would
not cease to hewe downe his shoppe did strikeat one of M. Sher-.
ingtons men and they strake at him agayne and thereupon
came the Balie of the towne and the constables to kepe the
queenes peace and to putt them asunder, at w time one
John Croke one of M. Sheringtons men did take one Lau-
rence Madocke constable of the towne by the bosome and
askte him what he had to doo w" the matter whoo aunswered
that he came to see the queenes peace kept.  Then the saide
Thomas Asheley and one Richard Vyncent required the said
Bailie and constables that they wold arest the said M-
Sheringtons men of the peace, whereupon the Bailie and
constables required M. Sheringtons men to go to M*. Ed-
ward Baynton justice of peace, w® M. Baynton hearyng the
matter of bothe parts, willed them not to take the peace one
of another for that it wold be chardge to both parts, and
thereupon tooke uppe the matter and so they departed w™ oute
anie further punyshement.”

To the wise suggestion of the magistrate both parties
at first agreed.  Afterwards Sherrington brought an
action against the Bailiff and constable for arresting his
gervants without a warrant, and when he was Sheriff of
Wilts in the same year (1666), he arrested both the
officers “with a /latita?, and wold take no Baile, but
sent them to the comon Jayle,” and kept the key of the
“churche house of Chipnam called the yeild hall, and
dothe clayme it to be his inheritance as parcell of the


http://stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/retromedia
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

66 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

hundrede.”  But, probably weary of the strife, in 1569,
Sherrington leased his tolls of Fairs and Markets within
the borough to the Bailiff and Burgesses, and their suc-
cessors, for 40 years, at a rent of £8 a year, they cove-
nanting to keep the Hall in repair, and allow the lord of
the Hundred to keep his Liaw day there once in the year,
and to provide * one convenient and sufficient Dynner ”
for the Steward and his servants.

Up to this time the Guild Hall had stood alone on a
vacant spot of ground on the east side of the Market
Place. Now, in 1580, leases were granted to erect
stalls, shambles, and shops, and all other buildings, fit
and expedient for fairs and markets, in and upon the
Market Place, and other waste and void places.  Hither
converged all the trade of the town, and besides public
houses and butchers’ shambles, shops were built by a
¢ weaver,” ‘mercer,” ‘lynnen draper,” ‘clothman,” ¢car-
rier,” ‘cordwainer,” &c.

The Quarter Sessions were held in the Town Hall,
when the floor was strewn with herbs and green rushes,
(at a cost to the Borough of eightpence), and perfumed
with frankincense, resin, and pitch (at a cost of jfour-
penee), and adorned ¢ with certain stuffe to hang about
the Hall when the Justices sat ’—the “stuffe ” was bor-
rowed of Sir Gilbert Prynne at Allington House, and it
cost sizpence for carriage.

The dues of the Hundred, apart from the rents of
the Shambles, amounted to £40 a year.

In 1568 Nicholas Snell, by warrant of the Earl of
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Pembroke, High Steward of Chippenham, kept Lawday
in the Yeld Hall.

This old Hall, built about 400 years ago, though
often repaired and beautified, is little altered from its
original construction, and demands honourable and re-
verential treatment from the people of Chippenham.
A good painting of the Royal Arms of Elizabeth, a.p.
1594, which once adorned its walls, now hangs in an
anteroom of the New Hall.  That part of the Shambles,
which was destroyed in 1892, certainly ought to have
been preserved, as unique, and a very ancient, and most
interesting relic of old Chippenham.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.

The first true Parliament of England was summoned
by Edward I. in 1295. To it he cited by writ the
Barons, Bishops, Knights of Shires, and Burgesses of
Boroughs.  These formed the three Estates of the
Realm—Clergy, Lords, and Commons; and to this Par-
liament were elected for the Borough of Chippenham
Johannes de Burle and Robertus Osgode. = On many
occasions, and for long intervals, the privilege remained
in abeyance, and for some Parliaments no returns for
Chippenham can be found; but from the year a.np 1295
to A.n. 1865, through 570 revolving years, Chippenham
was privileged to send two members to the British
Parliament.

The names of about 88 M.P’s (allowing for those
whose names are illegible, or torn off the Roll) remain
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as representatives of Chippenham through the Planta-
genet, Lancastrian, Yorkist, and Tudor reigns, till T
Mary—and from the date of Mary’s first Parliament,
Sep. 10, 1553 (to which Robartus Wrastly and Henricus
Farnewell, alias Goldney, were elected for Chippen-
ham), through the reigns of the Stuart and Hanoverian
Sovereigns, during which the lists are absolutely perfect,
except for 1664 and 1656, (when no returns appear)
about 160 Burgesses have represented the Borough of
Chippenham.

Many of these men were famous in their day in the
County of Wilts, and some have left a mark on the page
English history. '

Hungerford and Baynton occur again and again
throughout the seventeenth century—Popham—Hyde
—ZEyre—8peke—Talbot—Montague—Lord Mordaunt—
Long, often and often —Rolt—Eyres—Holland, et al.

In early times the Burgesses elected to Parliament
were paid for their time and labours by their constitu-
ents. It will be noted that one express purpose of
Q. Mary giving land to the Borough, was to meet the
great cost of maintaining two Burgesses of Parliament.
In the middle ages Knights for the Shire received 4
shillings, and Burgesses for the Borongh 2 shillings a
day, by warrant of the Crown.  Money would be worth
ten times what it is now.  All travelling was then on
horseback, and the animals were as heavy as carthorses.
Parliament was not always held in London ; it followed
the King to York, Reading, or elsewhere; and the dan-
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gers and expense of these journeys were very great. It
took 4 or 5 days to ride from Chippenham to London,
and the roads (only rugged lanes) over the Wiltshire
Downs, which was the shortest way, were infested with

robbers.
¢ Salisbury Plain, Salisbury-Plain,

Never without a thief or twain.”

Fathers of Chippenham before leaving home made
their wills, and took solemn farewell of their families, as
though they would never see them again.

But in time the noble public thought 2 shillings a
day too high a payment for their representative’s service,
and reduced “his wages’ to 1 shilling a day. At
Dunwich, on the Essex Coast, which was famous for
herrings, the electors made a composition with their
“sitting member,” viz. that

“ Whether the Parliament hold long time or short, or
whether it fortune to be prorogued, he will take for his wages
““ a barrel and half of herrings.”

Chippenham was famous for the manufacture of fine
broad cloth—there is not any evidence to show whether
this borough presented their M.P’s for their wages a
suit of clothes, surcoat, waistcoat, knee-breeches, and
pantaloons.  But there is evidence that in 1603, when
John Hungerford and John Roberts were elected,
“94 householders were taxed at 12d apiece, and 92 in-
habitants at 8d apiece, wages for John Robarts, a burgess
Jor Parliament, for 17 weeks, viz. 120 days at 2/- a day.”

The Members of Parliament were always elected in
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the Old Town Hall.  If its walls could hear and speak,
it would tell some startling tales about contested elec-
tions, and tumultuous nominations, and vehement de-
clamations, and excited pollings, and unblushing bribery,
and broken pledges, and disappointed hopes, and savage
fights.

The question was once asked-——*‘ How many voters
are there in Chippenham, and what would be the probable
cost of an election?”

It was answered “ There are 129 burgage houses
tn the borough, (the same number it 1s supposed as when
Mary’s grant was made) and each house has a vote, but
only 102 will vote now, as 27 are occupied by widows or
maidens.  Every freeman expects at least £10 for his vote.
A sumn of between £3000 and £4000 must be deposited with
responsible Trusices.  The dinner will cost £500 ; the sup-
per and ball, two days after, £500.  The last successful
candidate did not pay one bill, even for cleaning his shoes.”

In 1699 a petition from Chippenham was presented
against one of the M.P’s for corruption and bribery.
Several witnesses thus testified on oath

“T was promised two guineas if I would do my best to
get a vote; I did my best, but I heard nothing of the two
guineas.”

“ The agent suddenly offered to lend me fifty pounds.
I did not want to borrow. He then promised me 20 bushels
of wheat. I never got it.”

“T was forbidden to fish in certain waters. Just before
the election I was told I might fish where I pleased.”
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“ A silver tobacco-box was given me with hopes I might
find it useful.”

“T am a shoemaker. I was told that they wanted a
shoemaker very badly on their side, and the first shoemaker
that offered should have no need to make any more shoes as
long as he lived.”

¢ An agent asked goody Seryl to sell her house. She
demurred, when he sent out for some ale, and because it was
not strong enough he mixed brandy with it; of which when
the dame had partaken freely, he took the key of the house
from her, and locked the door, and has kept possession ever
since,” *

Margaret Burgess said she got, down in hand, a nice
dress for herself, and a waistcoat for her husband. Besides,
if her husband would vote the right way, there was besides
a bushel of wheat for her, and a pair of new breeches for
¢ Master.” ¢ Master” said it was all true about the waist-
coat, but he had’nt seen anything of the breeches.”

After one election the following bill was presented by
the landlord of the White Hart, then the principal Inn.

£ s. d.
Election Dinner . 5 2 . 208 0 0
Beer and Porter s . e 184 18, =0
21 doz. Cider at 18/- . X 50 I
130 doz. Port Wine at 42/- . 2713 0 0
24 doz. Lisbon at 42/- ! R5831 0p40
15 doz. Sherry at 63/- : ~ 45 000
Brandy, Rum, &c. for Punch . 45 0 0

* Possession of a burgage house gave a vote, though occupied
only for one day; another account says three days.
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&) s 4.

Glass broke 4 3 216 0
China broke . 110 0
Plates and dishes broke 3 5 0
Knives and forks lost 2:- 8140
5 Door keepers meat and beer 3 8 0
Cooks, Waiters, &c. 1518 0
Mr. Salway’s bill 3 00
£758 12 0

Four days after followed the Ball and Supper, and
the landlord’s bill, at about the same amount.

In 1741 Sir Robert Walpole had raised against his
Ministry a powerful phalanx of noblemen and gentle-
men, called the Country Party.

The Hanoverian and Jacobite factions then shook
Great Britain from sea to sea, and every little village
was convulsed with political strife. ~ There was a con-
tested election in Chippenham ; the Government candi-
dates (supporting Sir Robert Walpole), were Alexander
Hume and John Frederick.  Those of the Country
Party were Sir Edmund Thomas and Edward Baynton
Rolt.  Anthonv Guy, the oldest of the Burgesses of
the town, was then High Sheriff, and exercised weighty
influence; he supported the Government. The partisans
of Thomas and Rolt conceived and executed a daring
scheme for getting Guy out of the way. The Under-
Sheriff, through illness, had neglected to make return of
a writ, and under pretence of an attachment, they ar-
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rested the Sheriff himself, and kept him in custody at
one of the Inns in Chippenham all night, though he
offered £10,000 bail for his release. = Next morning, at
the instigation of John Norris, Adam Tuck of Langley
Burrell, (who built and lived in the present Rectory
House) and with the connivance of William Johnson,
the Bailiff, they hurried him off to Devizes, where they
held guard over him till the Chippenham election was
over. The election was won by the Country Party by
a majority of one vote only.  On a petition against the
return it was tried before a Committee of the whole
House. The name of Chippenham now rang through-
out the land. It was well known that on the issue of
the Chippenham Petition depended the fate of a minister
who had been in power fourteen years; and each party
put forth its utmost strength. Walpole was defeated
by 16 votes, and declared he would never sit in the
house again.

About 1780, Mr. Dawkins, a wealthy West Indian
Merchant, bought up burgage houses at ten times their
value, and furious struggles followed which were carried
on for twenty years,

¢ with the most rancourous feelings of party spirit, and
party hatred; we have seen the most vindictive passions of
the human mind raised and, forced into action by election
contests. How many did these contests send to an untimely
end! How many men did they ruin in their religion and
moral conduct, and in their commercial pursuits, while the

town was declining in its markets and trade !’
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That townsman of Chippenham, who thus com-
mented on the sad condition of social life, continues
to say in pathetic language

“Tt was in this state of mental, moral, and political low-
ness that two events happened, which seemed finally to seal
the doom of its sunken state, and to fix its irrevocable fate.
The one, the failure of a townsman, whose pecuniary affairs
were vast and extended, and who had taken a most active
part in these contests ;—the other event, one of much greater
importance, that of the sale of the better half of the burgage
houses to one owner.”

¢ Thus ”—exclaims the indignant patriot—

“Qur poor degraded town, like a slave bound with
a chain, was sold to the highest bidder.”

¢ But ”’—he adds at last in a triumphant strain—

“The ills we feared and anticipated passed away in a
most extraordinary manner; and the purchase of the borough
was broken in pieces by the passing of the Great Reform
Bill, which came like the Genius of Liberty to restore free-
dom to the captive, and burst his bonds asunder.”

The names of M.P’s for Chippenham from the
Imperial Parliament of 1801 are as follows:—

1801—Fludyer 1807—Maitland
Dawkins Dawking
1802—Dawkins 1812—Brooke
9 Peel
Maitland (4fterwards Sir Robert)
3 1818—Miles
1806—‘%)1:‘1&3:‘113 Blandford

(Marquis of)
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1820—Maddock
Grosett

1826—Maitland
Gye

1830—Neeld
Pusey

1831— Neeld
Boldero

[ REFORMED PARLIAMENT.]

1833—Neeld
Talbot

1835— Neeld
Boldero

1841—Neeld
Boldero

1847—~Neeld
Boldero

[REFORMED PARLIAMENT.]

1852—Neeld
Boldero

1857—Boldero
Nisbet

18569—Lysley
Long

18656—Neeld
Goldney

[The Reform Bill of 1866 left
Chippenham but One Member.]

1868—Goldney
1874—Goldney
1880—Goldney

[The Reform Bill of 1880
annihilated Chippenham as a
Borough, and threw the elect-
ors into the Division of North-
West Wilts.]

THE BAILIFFS.

The names of some of the early Bailiffs have been

recorded in a former chapter.

Lord Hungerford held the office in the reign of
Henry VIII, and on his attainder the King granted
the Bailiwick to two of his courtiers, Robert Searle

and Laurence Walmesley.

The first Bailiff (as recited) under Queen Mary’s
Charter, Henry Farnewell (alias Goldney), and the first
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twelve Burgesses, were nominated by the Queen herself.
Immediately after their election they proceeded ¢ with
the consent of the Chief Commons > to make Ordinances
and Decrees

¢« for euer more to be deulye observed and thoroughlye
kepte to the advancem® of the glorye of God & the utilitye
& ornam’® of the publique weal.”
If a Bailiff refuse to deliver his accounts, he shall
be fined £40——If an inhabitant refuse to assist the
Bailiff in maintaining order, he shall lose his freedom.
If any person shall dissever himself from the politic
head, he shall exercise no trade in the borough, and be
fined or imprisoned. No person shall admit “foreyn-
ers,”” or receive apprentices, without leave of the Bailiff.
Every householder shall help to repair the Butts at
the Ivy, and in St. Mary’s Street.——Any baker
selling false weight of bread shall for the first offence
be fined 3s. 4d.; for the second 8s. 8d.; for the third
“subibit judictum Pillioree” (shall be punished in the
pillory), and no “foreyne’ bread shall be sold.——No
Tipler (retail dealer) shall set up “tipling” without
license ; ale shall be sold at a penny a gallon; and shall
be examined by the ale taster. Every inhabitant shall
have in his house a club, and shall come forth with the
same when need shall require; and all persons drawing
a weapon to strike a townsman, or who shall call him by
an opprobrious name, shall be punished in the open
stocks. Any butcher, baker, brewer, poulterer, cook,
costermonger, or fruiterer, who shall conspire not to sell
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victuals but at certain prices, shall forfeit £10, or suffer
imprisonment twenty days on bread and water. Every
householder shall from May 1st to Sep. 8th set at his
door a barrel or pail continually full of water (in case
of fire, the houses being built of wood and thatched,
and iron crooks were provided for pulling off the thatch).
If any burgess behave contemptuously to the
Bailiff, or call him knave, or such like, he shall be
debarred all benefit of the borough lands.* Searchers
of leather shall be appointed to make a trial of shoes,
and to see that all manner of leather be sufficiently
tanned, wrought, and dyed.t No man without special
license shall kill, or sell, or dress, or eat any flesh in
the time of Lent.} No inhabitant shall divide his
tenement into diverse portions.——

The Bailiff was sworn to bear true allegiance to
the Sovereign, to keep peace, and minister justice,
sparing mnone for favour; to observe the assize of bread ;

* Householders were again and again disfranchized and de-
barred on being convicted * for opprobrious words spoken against the
Bailiff and fraternity by calling them Knaves, and other scurrilous
language.”

+ 26 Oct, 1605, nine pairs of shoes were seized in the open
Fair by the Searchers, which say on oath ¢ that the said shoes are
made part of calf’s leather ; wherefore all are forfeited according to the
Statute.”

1 An Act of Parliament was passed A.p. 1569, to encourage the
Fisheries, requiring that every Wednesday and Saturday in Lent
should he kept as ¥ish Days, and no manuer of flesh be eaten, and
the penalty of disobedience was £3 for each offence; but sick and
weakly persons might obiain a dispensation. The Jury impanelled
to enforce the law say—< 1606—Ap. 14—Thomas and Robert Baker,
butchers, have sold flesh this Lent, and this morning offered for sale in
their shop veal and mutton.”
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to maintain the liberties of the Borough, keep true
accounts ; and ““all other things which appertain fto your
office you shall well and faithfullye execute, so neere as God
shall give you grace.”’

A Burgess or freeman was charged——* You shall
a faithful and true Burgess be to this Boroughe, willinglye
obey and assiste your Bayliffe, not disclose his secrets,
mayntayne all lawful franchises® and behave yourself as a
Saithful member to the uttermoste of your power——So
helpe you God in his promise conteyned in His most holye
Worde.”

The list of Bailiffs and Mayors is perfect, (with the
exception of thirteen unrecorded names), from 1554 to
1893; they are three hundred and fifty one in number.
One Bailiff was a clergyman, the Revd. Richard
Weaver, in 1800.

After an Election in 1661, the Bailiff made a double
return of Members, Edward Hungerford and Henry
Baynton, and Hugh Speke and Francis Gwyﬁ. The
House of Commons voted that the election was void
“ by sinful miscarriage of the Bailiff herein ; and that the
Speaker be desired to issue his warrant to the Clerk of the
Crouwn that he do send the Serjeant-at-Arms to take the
Bailiff inlo custody, and bring him up fo answer his
insolent carriage before the Comunitice.”’

Ourracrous Hose. It is almost beyond belief to
what absurd extravagancies of dress gentlemen went in

# There were High Burgesses, and Petit Burgesses called the

Commons——these last possessed some powers apart from the
Corporation.
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the days of Queen Elizabeth. @ They wore Trunk
Hosk or short breeches, stuffed with horsehair like wool
sacks; the outer materials were silk taffeta, or other
rich stuff, worked in gold and silver thread, laced and
slashed, and pinked, and pointed ; and to such ridiculous
excess had the fashion run, that the Virgin Queen, early
in her reign, launched her Proclamation to restrain the
exnberant enlargement of gentlemen’s costume.

All tailors were bound over by the Magistrates to
obey the law under a penalty of £20; the bonds of the
seven tailors of Chippenham in the Borough chest show
that they entered into the due recognizances.

“The Quenes Maje by Her Highness proclamacon for
Reformacon of the monstruous & outragious greatness of
hosen forbyds all Taylors w'® her Realmes to make any hosen
of the sayd outragious greatnes & y* no taylour put into the
outside of any pair of hosen but 1} yard of stuffe, and in
compass bat 1 yard and iqr for the tallest person, and for
persons of less stature to put lesse, and to put no more lyn-
inge but one lyning of linen and one other Iyning of stuffe
wronght within Her Highnes domynyons, May 6, 1566.”

Feb. 27, 1756, the following statute condemned a
cruel, but ancient amusement.

“ The Custom of Throwing at Cocks on Shrove Tues-
days being in itself a most barbarous Practice and not only
inconsistent with the laws both of God and man, but greatly
tends to the training up of youth in principles of inhumanity,
and must give offence to every good Christian who considers
the animal world was made for his use and not abuse we
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order that no person within this Borough shall Throw, Pelt,
Squail or Shoot at any Cock, Hen, Pullet, or Chick, or any
Feathered Fowl of any kind while living, under a penalty
of 20s.”

Tue Pirrory. The Pillory stood near ths gates
of the Churchyard; probably close to it was

Tue WHipriNG PosT, as there is an entry among
the Church accounts of a.p. 1677—

For the post, and work done at the Church hatch . 8d.

In the Borough books are these memoranda of ex-
penses® incurred in the endeavour to improve public
behaviour

s. d.

A.p. 1598. For canvas iiij ells to make a good
shirt, and whip . 3 . 4 0

B For whipping rogues and makmg
a shirt . 0 4

1 1676, For the W}npplng post a.nd plllory 15 0

It were well if the unsparing use of the “whip and
the shirt > were revived in these days, as the most effect-
ive and wholesome punishment of brutal and cowardly
ruffians, especially those guilty of criminal assaults on
children. The “ cat o’ nine tails”’ is the only executive
these scoundrels fear; and it ought to be administered
with the extremest severity that the body can endure
during a long period of penal imprisonment.

* It seems that the Church and Town divided the cost of the
repairs of the Pillory, for we read in a Churchwarden’s Book (1667)

£ s d.
Paid for stone and work at the pillory s NIRRT 6
» lead at the pillory 1 6
»»  hauling stone from Hazlebury for the pl]lory 4 0
»  iron used about the pillory 4
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It is likely that another ancient instrumentality for
the correction of the rogues of the Borough, often men-
tioned by the name of “THe Stocks,” was not far from
the “corner of terrors,” where stood the Pillory and
Whipping Post.  The Borough Gaol, or Blind House,
was under the Town Hall; it was of service not only as
the prison for the delinquents of the town, but for other
classes of malefactors—we read of “ siz piratts in custody,”
here.

In 1784 The BoroucH LANDs were measured and
mapped, and found to contain 141% acres—so that 75
acres had been sold or lost since the Charter was granted ;
and no Minutes in the books of the Borough evidence
how or when they passed out of the hands of the Corpor-
ation. But from documents among vast heaps of
Hungerford MSS, it is pretty certain that young Lord
Hungerford after he succeeded to the inheritance of his
fathers in 1555, made strenuous endeavours to regain
also that part of Chippenham Hundred which had been
alienated by Queen Mary; and though the Corporation
resisted the aggression, and (as it appears) won an early
suit, yet, as the wealth and influence of all the Hunger-
fords, then the most potent family in the County, were
arrayed against them, it is likely they made early peace
with their mighty neighbour across the river, and by
sale or compromise, (or from legal compulsion) sur-
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rendered to him his patrimonial property of Rowden
Down and the coppices. Certain it is that in a.p. 1603,
a Hungerford was a Chippenham M.P. ; so in 1620: and
Sir Edward Hungerford represented the Borough through
-all the years of the Commonwealth to A.p. 1680.

In 1604 (and often afterwards) the Town propitiated
their Members and friends by the present of a Sugar-
Loaf, weighing 10 lbs. at 2/- a lb, equal in our money
to 8/-*  Sir Francis Popham, M.P., a generous bene-
factor to Chippenham, often received presents of Sugar,
with pottles of Sack, and a Horse that cost £12. Bishop
Burnet was complimented with a gift of sugar and
wine while he sojourned in the town in 1689.

THE TOWN

About the middle of 1700 or a little earlier, the
London Road was brought through the town, parallel
to the Causeway ; before that time the London coaches
drove by the White Hart Inn along St. Mary’s Street.

A.p. 1784, a Borough and Town Map, on a large
scale, was drawn by John Powell, land surveyor. The
STrREETS at that time were

High Street Lord’s Lane
Market Place Causeway

Middle Strect Joseph’s Lane
New Lane St. Mary’s Street
Timber Street Cook Street

* Tea was then sold at £1 a lb., equal to £4.
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Blind Lane The Butts
Back Lane Embery Lane
‘West Mead Lane Baidon’s Lane
Wood Lane Winnick’s Lane

Barley Close Lane
King Street

The TAvVERNs were
The Old Bell

2

2

2
43

Pack Horse
Three Crowns
Coopers” Arms
Nap

Lamb

Rose and Crown
Bear

Angel

George
Anchor

Little George

Land’s End Lane
Rotten Row

The Horse and Jockey

2

2

»

»”

2

23

White Hart (2)
Cock

White Lion
Hat and Feathers
New

Swan

Seven Stars
Gun

Duke William
King’s Head
Black Horse (2)

83

In other days there were The Bell—The Holy Lamb
~—The Red Lion—The Antelope—The Bull—The Shears.

Housks.

In a house at the corner of Wood Lane,

in a window on the landing were several quarries of
stained glass, with a sickle, and raven chained and
collared—devices of the Hungerfords.

The architectural elevations of the Old White Hart,
and the extent of its fagade, with its fine bays and oriel
windows suggest that it was once the mansion of the
Lord of the Hundred.
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A house in the High Street presents a richly orna-
mental frontage in a pure, Corinthian style of archi.
tecture: this fine facade formed the central elevation
of a large house on Bowden Hill, the external walls of
which only were built. It was removed to Chippenham
about 150 years ago. It is said to have been designed
by Inigo Jones, or one of his pupils.

The gabled roofs and dormer windows of many of
the houses in the town carry back the date of their
erection to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and earlier.

“« There was about 20 years ago an old house standing
close to the Angel Inn, which, from time immemorial, had
been denominated Tur PALACE, and was supposed to have
constituted a part of the residence bequeathed by Alfred to
his daughter ; but its massive walls, and heavy pointed
arch indicated a much later construction than the Saxon
period. We conjecture therefore that it was built in
Norman times on the site which the Palace occupied.”

Joux Brirron—1814.

Sheldon Manor House stands on the side of a hill
commanding an extensive view towards Chippenham.
It was built by the Gascelyns, lords of the Manor
cir. A.n. 1300.  The porch is lofty and massive, sup-
ported by heavy, handsome buttresses; the roof is formed
of solid intersecting arches of stone, serving to support
the stone floor of the domestic chapel above, which has
a fine timbered roof. This noble porch belonged to a
much larger mansion than the present Farm-House,
which dates only from the time of Elizabeth, and was
built by the Hungerfords.
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Eastward of the House is the Chapel of the estate,
desecrated, but little injured in fabric. = The east arch
is traceable, and in the north and south walls are two
Decorated windows, very gems of beauty, cinquefoiled,
with the cusps of the arcs still sharp and perfect.

At a moderate cost this Chapel might be recovered,
and re-dedicated to God, so as to supply a Service, (if
not on Sundays, at least on some week-day), for the use
of the mear farms, and for the cottages in the scat-
tered hamlet of Sheldon.

Aubrey refers to Fowlswick as “ an ancient howse with
a fair mote about”——the date of 1679 on the present
house shows that it was built Zemp. Charles IIL.: a huge
fire place, 10 feet wide, surmounted by a ponderous chim-
ney, speaks of a former mansion of great size and
strength. It was protected by a wide deep moat,
(still remaining), which enclosed a homestead of three
acres. Many coins have been found here.

The present Vicarage House of Chippenham was some
time the residence of the Rogers Family. Their arms,
3 stags, are cut on a stone-shield inserted in the south
wall of the garden. The house passed from the
Rogers to the Hollands.

Rogers Holland, who lived there many years, was
M.P. for Chippenham from 1727 to 1741, when he wasap-
pointed Judge of the counties of Carnarvon, Merioneth,
and Anglesey.  About 1802 it was occupied by Mrs.
Hungerford, the widow of the last of that family, In
1826 it was conveyed to the benefice in exchange for the
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old Vicarage House now standing on the south of the
Churchyard.

Tae Tow~x Pump. An antiquated building stood
over a large ancient well in the rising ground on the
highest part of the Market Place, immemorially known
as the Town Pump, which bore on the pediment the
arms of Sir Edward Hungerford, and on the roundel
this inscription

“ ERecTED BY Si1z Epwarp HUNGERFOKD,
1679.”

For many generations this Well was the only source
within the Borough from which the inhabitants obtained
water; but as the population increased, and other wells
were dug, it was neglected, and fell into ruin. It
belonged, (as sunk in the waste of the Market Place),
to the lord of the Manor. In 1766, it was held from
‘William Norris, M.P. of Nonsuch House, Bromham, on
lease, by T. Eacott, but was then closed and useless.
In 1768, in consideration of £16 10s. paid to Eacott for
the surrender of his lease, and of an annual rent of
7s. 6d. to the lord of the Manor, the Well, and the
ground around it, were assigned to the Town. A space

was railed in, and a new, strong pump was made, but it
could be used only by those who paid for the water
except in case of fire, when water was free.

It had often been proposed to bring the waters of
Lockswell Spring into Chippenham; it was affirmed
that it would furnish a daily supply of 100,000 gallons
of most salubrious water ; as its source was at the top of



http://stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/retromedia
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

TOWN. 87

a hill in Nethermore, 120 feet higher than Chippenham,
no mechanical pressure would be necessary, but by
natural gravitating power it would flow over all the
town, and could throw a jet d’ean from a fountain in the
Market Place as high as the spire of the Parish Church.

Tae Tow~y WeLL. Owing to the circumstance that
Chippenham had been for years visited by typhoid fever
and other dangerous epidemics which at last settled upon
the town and could not be dislodged, and caused many
lamentable deaths, it was suspected that the water of the
wells was not pure, and on test of mauny it became evi-
dent that they were to an alarming degree contaminated
with sewage, which found no difficulty in percolating the
porous rock on which Chippenham lay.

In 1872 water was taken from the Avon above its
junction with the Marden—from the Marden—from the
Foundry Well—and from Lockswell Spring, and a sam-
ple of each was subjected to severe examination by
eminent analysts.  The tests applied revealed these
facts——that the waters of the two rivers were identical
in character, and contained so much deposit of organic

matter that they would be dangerous for drinking, unless
they were filtrated with scientific care over deep beds of
gravel——that the water of the Foundry Well was hard,
but in all other respects good and wholesome——but
that of all the waters submitted to analysis those of
Lockswell were unquestionably the best, perfectly
pure and wholesome, clear and soft, and fit for every

domestic use——there was therefore no doubt what-
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ever about the seleotion of the Lockswell water for
Chippenham. ;

This water is not given out (as was supposed) by the
Lower Greensand, but by the Lower Calcareous Grit, an
arenaceous deposit of variable thickness, forming the
base of the Coralline Oolite, and running along between
the Coral Rag and Oxford Clay, on which it rests. The
Calcareous Grit serves as a storage for water, but as a
rule gives out only small springs—the Oxford Clay is
stiff and impermeable and rests on Sandstones, repre-
senting Kellaways Rock, which is no worthy reservoir
of water.

Lockswell Spring was carefully gauged in 1873, and
found then to flow at the rate of 46 gallons a minute,
that is, it rendered 66,240 gals. a day : but it was under-
stood that in very dry weather the quantity to be de-
pended on would not exceed 50,000 gals. a day.

This would not be nearly sufficient for the population
of Chippenham; nor would the smaller springs in
Nethermore and Bowden Hill, united with Lockswell,
be of any appreciable service.

The population of Chippenham in 1871 was 5202.
The ‘Government required 15 gallons of water a day for
every inhabitant, including infants. Therefore the daily
supply of water for the town of Chippenham must exceed
78,000 gals. —and provision ought to be made for a
probable increase in the population.

Thus all hope of making use of the Lockswell water
——the merits of which the monks of Stanley knew so
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well and valued so much that, 650 years ago, they had it
conveyed to their Abbey, a distance of three miles
that spring upon which a few far-seeing, thinking men
of Chippenham had looked for generations with a long-
ing eye as the special gift of GOD for the health of their
native town, and which the Corporation of Chippenham
ought to have secured centuries ago at any cost was
necessarily and absolutely abandoned.

The Corporation (1873) wisely determined to sink a
well on their own land. Upon the advice of an eminent
geologist a site was chosen in West Mead. A shaft
was sunk. It passed through the strata predicted.
Water was found in the Greater Oolite, and in abundant
volume. This water is a little hard, (as the shaft did
not reach the Fuller’s Earth, which supplies the softest
water), but it is of excellent quality, pure, clear, well
aerated, and flows from a deep and constant source, not
subject to local influences.

Tuar Cross. The Market Cross of Chippenham,
(probably of the same character and proportions as those
handsome ecclesiastical memorials yet existing at Malmes-
bury and Castle Combe) which by its silent teaching
warned the buyers and sellers to remember GOD in the
Market, is thus referred to in the Borough Minutes——

—“A.D. 1658 for mending the Crosse, and 2 sacks
of lyme for the Crosse.”

It is mentioned also in an indenture by Sir Ed.
Hungerford, who leases—


http://stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/retromedia
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

90 HISTORY OF CHIPPENHAM.

—“A.D. 1683 a parcel of grounde on the north east
side of the Butter Crosse in Chippenham, and near the sayd
Butter Crosse—"

“ Here” (John Aubrey says of Kington Cross),
“in those days was a market for fish, eggs, butter, and
such small gear.’

TRADE.

Corx. Lying at the foot of the Chalk downs, which
produce fine crops of wheat and barley, Chippenham was
once famous for its large Corn Market.  The colliers
from the Somerset mines used to bring up coal in sacks
on packhorses and mules, and load back with corn and
cloth.  This was almost the only mode of conveyance,
and the number of these beasts of burden was amazingly
large.  The dealers from Bristol carried on an active
trade with Chippenham in wheat and oats and barley,
until the farmers began to take samples of their corn to
Bristol Market in bags whence they were nick-named
“ Baggers,” or more commonly ¢ Badgers,” and the
western dealers in a great degree forsook Chippenbam.
The contentions between the Wiltshire Corn Merchants
and the Bristol “ Badgers” gave the Justices of Petty
Sessions and the Bailiffs of Chippenham much trouble.
Notices of these unwelcome visitors often occur

“ A.D. 1622 —For stayeing Badgers and keeping a
note of their names.”
“ For restraining Badgers coming to the Marketts here to
engrosse cori.’”’
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King George III. while in Wilts, heard of these
factors, and said—* Bad! Bad! Bad !—down the Severn
come the Badgers, and spoil the markets.”

Crora. Woollen Cloths, Kerseymeres, blankets, &c.
formed for a long period a staple manufacture in Chip-
penham.  From the reign of Elizabeth to the close of
the 18th century, the towns in the valley of the Avon—
Malmesbury, Chippenham, Trowbridge, and Bradford,
with all the circumjacent villages, were largely employed
in weaving woollen fabrics, and the master-clothiers be-
came men of wealth and dignity.

In 1790 there were about sixty Cloth Factories in
Chippenham, all busy and prosperous. = They were not
Factories in the present sense of the word, but rather
Cloth Shops, in which the finishing processes were ef-
fected the spinning, carding, warping, and weaving
being carried on by families in almost every cottage in
the town and country.*

This manufacture declined very rapidly in Wiltshire
owing to the introduction of the Power Loom in the
great factories of Yorkshire and Lancashire, and large
consignments of cloth were returned upon the makers’
hands. The clothiers of Chippenham received their
death-blow in consequence of the riots, which continued
through 1801-2-8, and became very alarming ; neither

* There is a reference to Chippenham and its Clothiers in
Churchill’s Poems—THE GHosT; Book III—
Banished to Chippenham or Frome
Dullman once more shall ply the loom;
Crape, lifting up his hands and eyes,
“ Dullman—the loom at Chippenham !”-—cries.
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property nor life was safe. In 1838 the weavers were
in great distress: out of 8 men who depended on the
trade for their livelihood, only 31 were at work, and
their earnings were only on an average 8s. 21d. a week.

Toxexs. Tokens were used by nearly every trades-
man as advertisements, but were only payable at the
shop whence they were issued. Some were Penny, some
Halfpenny, some Farthing Tokens. Of Chippenham
Tokens nine are in the Museum at Devizes,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>