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This Memorial Plague medallion was issued

after the First World War to the next-of-kin

of all British Empire service personnel who
died as aresult of the war.



SECOND LIEUTENANT JOHN R PARKER

John Parker Jnr was born 28 Jan 1890 in Woolwich, London the son of a Royal Atrtillery

Corporal (Later Warrant Officer). A baptismal record exists for John in All Saints
Rotherhithe dated 2 Mar 1890.
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His father, John Parker Snr, was born around 1864 in Staveley, Cartmel, Lancashire.
His mother was Harriet Maria Parker (Nee Keeble) who was born around 1869 in
Chislehurst, London. John Snr and Harriet married on 19 May 1889 at St Mary

Magdalene, Woolwich and according to the 1911 Census they had 3 children, 2 of
which were alive in 1911.

In 1891 the family were in Woolwich and were still there in 1901 when John Snr was a

Staff Sergeant Gymnastic Instructor. Also present in 1901 was daughter Amy Dorothy
Parker born in Woolwich in 1892.



In 1911 the family were living in the Black Horse Pub
in Tilshead, less sister Amy who had married Hugh
Cralil in Bulford in 1910. John Snr is recorded as the
Inn keeper and Army Pensioner and John Jnr is
recorded as a Potman (a man who serves drinks in a
pub or bar).
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The Western Gazette obituary for John Jnr
reports he had gone to Canada as a
schoolteacher but returned to Liverpool
from Montreal Quebec on the RMS

s ~ Grampian (as a civilian but probably with
elements of the Canadian Expeditionary
Force) on 28 Nov 1914.
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Passenger Manifest Return to England 1914

When he returned, he initially enlisted in the Public Schools and University Corps then
in short order was posted to the 20" Service Battalion Royal Fusiliers. His potential was
obviously recognised and after Officer Training at Sandhurst he commissioned into
King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment). His father had re-enlisted and was apparently
a Regimental Sergeant Major in the same regiment.

After a short period at the front on 19th May 1915 John Jnr was then attached to 4"
Squadron Royal Flying Corps as an observer. He was graded as a qualified observer
on 8™ July 1915, 8 days before being forced down.



No. 4 Squadron was formed at Farnborough in 1912 and quickly moved to Netheravon
where it remained until the outbreak of the First World War. The more useful aircraft in
its inventory were sent to France under the command of Major G. H. Rayleigh on 16
August 1914, to carry out reconnaissance in support of the British Expeditionary Force.
On 19 August Lieutenant G. W. Mapplebeck flew the squadron's first mission over
France, a reconnaissance flight searching for German cavalry in the vicinity of
Gembloux, Belgium.

The contingent in France was reinforced on 20 September by the personnel who had
remained behind in England, forming C Flight, equipped with Maurice Farman
"Shorthorns". It concentrated on the reconnaissance role.

Farman MF.11
Role: Reconnaissance / Bomber
Manufacturer: Farman Aviation Works
First flight: 1913
Introduction: May 1914




John’s plane was forced down on 16 Jun 1915 and he died in a German Field Hospital
in the area of Baupaume on 21 July 1915. His colleague Corporal Victor Judge the pilot
was taken prisoner. He too was wounded. Victor was repatriated at end of war and died
aged 35 on 23 June 1924.

The Western Gazette report, validated by the Tilshead Church stained glass window
citation, states that a German plane dropped a message on the 4" Squadron airfield
saying John Junior had died at a German hospital after a desperate air fight.

Victor Thomas Judge RFC record supports the newspaper report on the incident. ‘Plane
forced down at Baupaume’.

John is buried at ACHIET-LE-GRAND COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION
plot IV. H. 10.

In Memory Of
Second Lieutenant

J R PARKER

4rh Sqdn., Royal Flying Corps who died on 21 July 1915

Remembered with Honour

ACHET-LE-GRAND COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION
IV.H.10.
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WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
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PRIVATE WILLIAM JAMES LONG

William was born on 30 April 1891 in Greenwich London. He was the son of John Long
a Policeman (born 28 Sep 1851 in Tilshead, died 26 Jan 1900 and buried at Tilshead)
and Annie Long (nee Larkin) (born 1856 in Northiam, Sussex died 1934 Wiltshire).
John and Annie married 22 Jul 1879 in Streatham Common Immanuel, Lambeth.

William is recorded as being a Machinist (Agricultural)? by trade and his religion is
recorded as being Baptist/Congregational.

Just before William was born the family are recorded in the 1891 Census living in
Greenwich with Father John, Mother Annie and children Alice (b 1882) Lizzie (b 1884)
and Sydney (b1889).

His Father John, died in 1900.



In the 1901 Census William is recorded (aged 9) as living in Tilshead with Mother Annie,
brother Sydney (b 1890) sister Annie (b 1897) and youngest brother Edward (b 1899).

| cannot identify exactly when, between 1901 and 1914, or why William emigrated to
Canada. It appears his hometown was Peterborough, Ontario.

His mother Annie later married William Nash in 1904 and lived in Tilshead. She,
William Nash and her son Edward, then aged 12 appear on the village 1911 Census
return. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission citation records Annie living at No
1 Mill Street, Tilshead.

Service History

Service Number 7652, William attested on 22 Sep 1914 in Valcartier Quebec and joined
2nd Battalion Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment). His Canadian service
record shows he also previously served in 57th Canadien-Francais Regiment.

The battalion boarded the S.S. Cassandra from Quebec City on 22 September 1914,
but sailed only as far as the Gaspé Basin, where more troops were collected. The
battalion finally left the Gaspé Basin on 3 October as part of a convoy of at least 30
other ships, carrying a combined 32,000 Canadian soldiers, which would be the first of
the Canadian infantry contributions to the war.

DONALDSON LINE TO CANADA.—NEW TWIN-SCREW STEAMSHIP ¢ CASSANDRA.” 9000 Tons.

The Cassandra landed at Plymouth on 25 October, where the battalion disembarked
and began rigorous training for the European battlefield. The 2nd Battalion trained at
Bustard Camp on the Salisbury Plain for the next 4 months, just down the road from

William’s Mother in Tilshead! Here they trained in very wet and muddy conditions as
part of the 15t Canadian Brigade (all 4 battalions of the Brigade were from Ontario) of
the 15t Canadian Division.



GENERAL VIEW or BUSTARD CAMP,SALiSBURY PLAIN
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On 8" February 1915, the 2" Battalion was mobilised for war. They sailed out of

England aboard the S.S. Blackwell, bound for France.

By 17" February the Battalion had moved up to the front near Armentieres, France
where they were attached to a British unit, the North Staffordshire Regiment. Under
their tutelage, the Battalion was introduced to rigors of trench duties, field engineering,

the habits of the enemy and matters of like nature.

On February 19™, the 2nd Battalion entered the front-line trench west of Armentieres,
where they were finally faced with the realities of trench warfare. On February 20" the



Battalion suffered its first wartime casualty, when Pte. R.T. Cardew was killed when his
trench shelter was destroyed by a German shell. The 2" Battalion had bloodied itself.

By early April, the 2nd Battalion found themselves in the vicinity of Ypres, Belgium and
soon found themselves involved in the Second Battle of Ypres (the First Battle of Ypres
had taken place in Oct. of 1914). It was on 22" April
the battalion first saw the horrors of German gas
attacks. They were in reserve positions several
kilometers behind the French line when they

= witnessed a large number of French Colonials

~* (Algerians) streaming away from the front lines. These
, men were dropping in convulsions and vomiting. Al
the Canadians could get from the poor souls were the
hoarsely wheezed words: "Asphyxie-asphyxie!!".

It was apparent the 2nd Battalion was headed for no

% ordinary fight. The Battalion was moved up to the area
% of St. Julien-Kitchener Woods to help stop the
German advances made after the gas attacks. Over
the course of the next 3 days the 2nd Battalion along

§ * with a number of other Battalions, would fight in the

. brutal Battle of St. Julien (a part of the Second Battle
of Ypres).

The Canadians advance at Ypres



By the time the 2nd Battalion was relieved and withdrawn, they had lost close to 400
men, 162 wounded. This was well over half of the Battalion. It was with great sorrow the

Battalion left so many of their own, in 'Flanders Fields'. So ended the Second Battle of
Ypres for the 2nd Battalion.

German artillery barrage at Ypres

The original 2nd Battalion was virtually destroyed at Ypres. As would happen again over
the course of the war, new 'drafts' (replacements) would be added to the battalion as

needed.

15t Canadian Brigade War Diary extract for 26™ April 1916 is shown (refer to maps
below war diary for locations)
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William was first reported officially missing on 13 May 1915.

On 4 Aug 1916 (for official purposes) he was presumed dead on or around 26 Apr 1915.

A photograph of William appeared on page 9 of the Peterborough (Ontario) Examiner
on 29 April 1916.



With no known grave he is commemorated at MENIN GATE (YPRES) MEMORIAL
Belgium on Panel 10 - 26 — 28.

W J LONG

Senice Number. 7652

2nd Bn., Canadian Infantry who died on 26 April 1915 Age 23

Son of Mrs. John Long, of 1, Ml St., Tilshead, Salisbury, England.

Remembered with Honour

YPRES (MENN GATE) MEMORIAL
Panel 10-18-26-28.
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COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMIONWEALTH
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The Menin Gate Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town of Ypres (now
leper) in the Province of West Flanders, on the road to Menin and Courtrai. It bears the
names of 55,000 men who were lost without trace during the defence of the Ypres
Salient in the First World War. Designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield and erected by the
Imperial (now Commonwealth) War Graves Commission, it consists of a Hall of
Memory", 36.6 metres long by 20.1 metres wide. In the centre are broad staircases
leading to the ramparts which overlook the moat, and to pillared loggias which run the
whole length of the structure. On the inner walls of the Hall, on the side of the staircases
and on the walls of the loggias, panels of Portland stone bear the names of the dead,
inscribed by regiment and corps. Carved in stone above the central arch are the words:


https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/cem?cemetery=91800

TO THE ARMIES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE WHO STOOD HERE FROM 1914 TO
1918 AND TO THOSE OF THEIR DEAD WHO HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVE.

Over the two staircases leading from the main Hall is the inscription:

HERE ARE RECORDED NAMES OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO FELL IN YPRES
SALIENT BUT TO WHOM THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENIED THE KNOWN AND
HONOURED BURIAL GIVEN TO THEIR COMRADES IN DEATH.

The dead are remembered to this day in a simple ceremony that takes place every
evening at 8:00 p.m. All traffic through the gateway in either direction is halted, and two
buglers (on special occasions four) move to the centre of the Hall and sound the Last
Post.

Photo courtesy of Gary Nelson
Photo fournie gracieusement par Gary Nelson



Peterborough, Ontario Memorial and Plague
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LONG, W.J

MACFARLANE, EA
MACKENZIE, A
MACLEOD, J
MAHOOD, RJ
MAHOOD, S.G
MAIDMEN
MALLORY
MANLEY, CW.
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MANN, P
MARSH, J
MARSHALL, W
MARTIN, AH
MARTIN, G.D.
MARTIN, PT, MM
MARTIN, RG
MARTIN, §
MATHER, CD.
MATHER, H
MATTHEWS, H, MM
MATTHEWS, HS
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MCCAULEY, JR.
MCCOLL, G.
MCCRACKEN, W
MCCUSKER, CH
MCDONALD, T
MCDONELL, M

MCGRATH, J
MCGREGOR, J
MCGUIRE, J
MCILMOYLE, WV
MCINTOSH, LA
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MCINTYRE, LH
MCINTYRE, S
MCKINLAY, §
MCKINSTRY, W
MCLEOD, J
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MCNORTON, W
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MEAGHER, WL
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MEIN, E
MELLING, W
METHERAL, W.D
MILBURN, G.X
MILLER, JC
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PARKER, T
PARKER, WH
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PATERSON, A M
PATTRICK, PB
PAYNE, EW
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CORPORAL HENRY JAMES ‘HARRY’ MATTHEWS

Henry James ‘Harry’ Matthews was born in 1889 with his birth registered in the 3™ Qtr of 1889 in
Amesbury, Birth Register Volume 5a Page 163 refers. He was baptised in Tilshead on 21t July
1889 and the baptismal record shows his mother was ‘Fanny’, no father was shown.
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His mother Fanny Matthews was born in 1868 in Tilshead. Her parents (and Harry’s
Grandparents) were Phillip Matthews (born 1841 in Imber and died 1901 in Tilshead) and
Elizabeth Matthews (Nee Foyle or Fogle). They married on 1%t February 1868 in Tilshead.

On the 1891 Census Fanny is recorded as being a Servant at 22 Kildare Gardens Paddington.

Meanwhile on the 1891 Census in Tilshead her son Harry is recorded as living with his
Grandparents Phillip and Elizabeth, Great Grandmother Harriet Long (born 1813 in Tilshead)
and Uncles both born in Tilshead, William Mathews, then aged 16 and born 1875 and James ,
then aged 10 and born in 1881.

The 1901 Census throws up another conundrum. Harry, then 11, is recorded as still living in
Tilshead with Grandparents Phillip and Elizabeth, Uncle James, now 21, and a George William
Hillings, aged 8 (born 1893 in London) who is also recorded as being a Grandchild of Phillip and
Elizabeth. George has a Baptismal record showing he was born on 15 March 1893 and
christened on 13 September 1893 at St John the Evangelist, Smith Square, Westminster son of
a George Bridges Hillings (1870-98) and Florence Susan Hillings.

Is this Florence Fanny? Is George Harry’s cousin or even brother of some description?



Service Record

Sadly, no service record exists for Harry, but an analysis of his Service Number: 7751 suggests
he joined 1% Battalion, The Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire Regiment) sometime between
January 1907 and March 1908 (7728 joined on 10th January 1907 and 8108 joined on 8th
March 1908).

He probably joined the Battalion in India, where it was said that the Queen’s and the Wiltshire’s
were the best two battalions in India at that time. The 1% Battalion remained in India until 1909
when it moved to South Africa for five years, based in Pietermaritzburg, Natal.

Harry is recorded on the 1% Battalion’s 1911 Census return in Pietermaritzburg.

The Battalion returned to England in 1913 and on the outbreak of war on 4" August 1914 they
were based at Tidworth under command of 7th Brigade in 3rd Division.

Upon mobilisation and the declaration of war, the 1st Battalion, Wilts deployed to France as part
of the Il Corp’s 3rd Division's 7th Brigade, landing in Roen on 14 August 1914, and were soon
involved in action at the Battle of Mons. The Battalions of the 7" Brigade were:

e 3rd Bn, the Worcestershire Regt
e 2nd Bn, the South Lancashire Regt
e 1st Bn, the Wiltshire Regt
e 2nd Bn, the Royal Irish Rifles
3" Division Mons to Ypres 23 Aug — 22 Nov 1914
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The Battle of Mons 23 August 1914 was the first major action of the British Expeditionary
Force (BEF) in the First World War. It was a subsidiary action of the Battle of the Frontiers, in
which the Allies clashed with Germany on the French borders. At Mons, the British Army
attempted to hold the line of the Mons—Condé Canal against the advancing German 1st Army.
Although the British fought well and inflicted disproportionate casualties on the numerically
superior Germans, they were eventually forced to retreat due both to the greater strength of the
Germans and the sudden retreat of the French Fifth Army, which exposed the British right flank.
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The Battle of Le Cateau 26 August 1914 - On the morning of 26 August, the Germans arrived
and attacked Il Corps (General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien). Unlike the Battle of Mons, where the
majority of casualties inflicted by the British were from rifle fire, Le Cateau was a Gunners battle,
demonstrating the devastating results which modern quick-firing artillery using shrapnel shells
could have on infantry advancing in the open. The British deployed their artillery about 50—-200
metres (55-219 yd) behind the infantry, while the German artillery used indirect fire from
concealed positions. With the guns so close to the infantry, the British had unintentionally
increased the effectiveness of the German artillery-fire, because shells aimed at the British
infantry could just as easily hit the British guns.

The British 5th Division was on the right flank, on the southern side of the Le Cateau—Cambrai
road between Inchy and Le Cateau. The 3rd Division (including 7" Brigade and 1 Wiltshire’s)
was in the centre, between Caudry and Inchy and the 4th Division was on the left flank, on the
north bank of the Warnelle. The road was sunken in places, providing inadequate long-range
firing positions and in many places the Germans could close up to the British positions
unobserved. On the right flank, west of Le Cateau, the Germans marched along the road from
the north to Le Cateau. The British were on a forward slope and suffered many casualties
during the withdrawal.

At 03:30, Smith-Dorrien decided to "strike the enemy hard and after he had done so, continue
the retreat” but the purpose of the operation was unclear to his subordinates.

Holding their ground despite many casualties, around noon, the British right and then the left
flank began to collapse. The arrival of the Corps de cavalerie Sordet (French Cavalry Corps,
General André Sordet) provided a shield for the British left flank and enabled the British to slip



away, despite German attempts to infiltrate and outflank them. That night, the Allies withdrew to
Saint-Quentin.

The Battle of the Marne 6-12 September 1914 — The battle resulted in an Allied victory
against the German armies in the west. The battle was the culmination of the Retreat from Mons
and pursuit of the Franco—British armies which followed the Battle of the Frontiers in August and
reached the eastern outskirts of Paris.

Field Marshal Sir John French, commander of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF), began to
plan for a full British retreat to port cities on the English Channel for an immediate evacuation.
The military governor of Paris, Joseph Simon Gallieni, wanted the Franco—British units to
counter-attack the Germans along the Marne River and halt the German advance. Allied
reserves would restore the ranks and attack the German flanks. On 5 September, the counter-
offensive by six French armies and the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) began.

By 9 September, the success of the Franco—British counteroffensive left the German 1st and
2nd Armies at risk of encirclement, and they were ordered to retreat to the Aisne River. The
retreating armies were pursued by the French and British, although the pace of the Allied
advance was slow: 12 mi (19 km) in one day. The German armies ceased their retreat after 40
mi (65 km) on a line north of the Aisne River, where they dug in on the heights and fought the
First Battle of the Aisne.

The German retreat between 9 September and 13 September marked the end of the attempt to
defeat France by crushing the French armies with an invasion from the north through Belgium
and in the south over the common border. Both sides commenced reciprocal operations to
envelop the northern flank of their opponent, in what became known as the Race to the Sea
which culminated in the First Battle of Ypres.

The Battle of the Aisne 13-28 September 1914 -

When the Germans turned to face the pursuing Allies on 13 September, they held one of the
most formidable positions on the Western Front between Compiégne and Berry-au-Bac.

In dense fog on the night of 13 September, most of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF)
crossed the Aisne on pontoons or partially demolished bridges, landing at Bourg-et-Comin on
the right and at Venizel on the left. At Chivres-Val east of Venizel, there was an escarpment the
Germans had selected as their strongest position.

It soon became clear that neither side could budge the other and since neither chose to retreat,
the impasse hardened into stalemate, that would lock the antagonists into a relatively narrow
strip for the next four years. On 14 September, Sir John French ordered the entire BEF to
entrench, but few entrenching tools were available. Soldiers scouted nearby farms and villages
for pickaxes, spades and other implements. Without training for stationary warfare, the troops
merely dug shallow pits in the soil. These were at first intended only to afford cover against
enemy observation and artillery fire. Soon the trenches were deepened to about seven feet.
Other protective measures included camouflage and holes cut into trench walls then braced with
timber.

Race to the Sea 17 September — 19 October 1914 - For a three-week period following the
unexpected development of trench warfare, both sides gave up frontal assaults and began
trying to envelop each other's northern flank. The period is called "Race to the Sea". As the
Germans aimed for the Allied left flank, the Allies sought the German right wing. The "race"
ended on the North Sea coast of Belgium around 19 October, when the last open area from
Diksmuide to the North Sea was occupied by Belgian troops who had retreated after the Siege



of Antwerp (28 September — 10 October). The outflanking attempts had resulted in a number of
encounter battles but neither side was able to gain a decisive victory.

The western front thus became a continuous trench system of more than 400 miles (640 km).
From the Belgian channel town of Nieuwpoort, the trench lines ran southward for many miles,
turning southeast at Noyon, continuing past Reims, Verdun, Saint-Mihiel and Nancy; then
cutting south again to the northern Swiss border twenty miles (32 km) east of Belfort.

After the opposing forces had reached the North Sea, both tried to conduct offensives leading to
the mutually costly and indecisive Battle of the Yser from 16 October to 2 November and the
First Battle of Ypres from 19 October to 22 November.

During the Race to the Sea 3" Division took part in a major action at La Bassee.

The Battle of La Bassee 10 October — 2 November 1914 was fought by German and Franco-
British forces in northern France in October 1914, during reciprocal attempts by the contending
armies to envelop the northern flank of their opponent, which has been called the Race to the
Sea. The German 6th Army took Lille before a British force could secure the town and the 4th
Army attacked the exposed British flank further north at Ypres. The British were driven back and
the German army occupied La Bassée and Neuve Chapelle. Around 15 October, the British
recaptured Givenchy-lés-la-Bassée but failed to recover La Bassée.

German reinforcements arrived and regained the initiative, until the arrival of the Lahore
Division, part of the Indian Corps. The British repulsed German attacks until early November,
after which both sides concentrated their resources on the First Battle of Ypres. The battle at La
Bassée was reduced to local operations. In late January and early February 1915, German and
British troops conducted raids and local attacks in the Affairs of Cuinchy, which took place at
Givenchy-lés-la-Bassée and just south of La Bassée Canal, leaving the front line little changed.

The First Battle of Ypres 19 October — 22 November 1914 - was part of the First Battle of
Flanders, in which German, French, Belgian armies and the British Expeditionary Force (BEF)
fought from Arras in France to Nieuport on the Belgian coast, from 10 October to mid-
November. The battles at Ypres began at the end of the Race to the Sea, reciprocal attempts by
the German and Franco-British armies to advance past the northern flank of their opponents.

The fighting has been divided into five stages:

e An encounter battle from 19 to 21 October,
e The Battle of Langemarck from 21 to 24 October,

e The battles at La Bassée (described above) and Armentiéres to 2 November, coincident
with more Allied attacks at Ypres and the Battle of Gheluvelt (29-31 October),

e The last big German offensive, which culminated at the Battle of Nonne Bosschen on 11
November,

e Local operations which faded out in late November during which Harry was killed in
action.

On the 17" November 1914, when Harry fell, the 7™ Brigade and 1%t Battalion Wiltshire’s were

just to the east of Ypres in the vicinity of Hooge. The Battalion and Brigade War Diaries shown
below describe the situation on the day.
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At between August and the end of the First Battle of Ypres the battalion had lost 26 officers and
over 1,000 other ranks.

Harry has no known grave and is commemorated at YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL Panel
53.

In Memory Of
Lance Corporal

HARRY MATTHEWS

Senvice Number: 7751

1st Bn, Wiltshire Regiment who died on 17 November 1914

Remembered with Honour

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL
Panel 53.
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COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
1

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES COMMISSION




Harry was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, The British War Medal and Victory Medals. His
medals were sold for £170 nearly 100 years after his death on the 25" March 2014 Lot 45 by

auctioneer Dix Noonan Webb.
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Private Bertram Kyte

Bertram Kyte was born in 1887 in Tilshead, the son of Enos and Eliza Kyte. He was baptised in
Tilshead on 6 November 1887. |
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| can find no record of any of the family in the 1891 Census.

In the 1901 Census Bertram (then 13) is recorded as living in a St Joan a Gore Farmhouse
cottage with Father Enos Kyte. Enos was born in 18 Aug 1861 in Tilshead and died in Salisbury
in 1940. Enos is recorded as being a Shepherd on St Joan a Gore Farm. Bertram’s Mother
was Eliza Kyte (nee Sprat). Eliza was born in 15 Sep 1866 in Netheravon and died in 1950 in
Salisbury. Enos and Eliza were married on 15 Jan 1887 in Amesbury. Bertram’s siblings
recorded in 1901 were brother Camond Kyte (born 1889 Tilshead) sister Annie Kyte (born 1892
Tilshead) and sister Ellen Louisa Kyte (born 1894 Tilshead).

In 1911 only Enos (now recorded as a small holder) his wife Eliza and daughter Ellen Louisa are
together in Tilshead and | can find no record for Bertram in the 1911 Census although a
statement on the bottom of his medal index card shown below suggests he might have married.
In 1939 Enos and Eliza are living in Hoopers Farm, Tilshead.



Service Detail

Sadly, no service record survives for Bertram (nearly 2/3 of WW1 service records were
destroyed in the blitz and the rest are fire and water damaged). His nephew Bernard Kyte
confirmed Bertram was a very religious man and was a conscientious objector and as such
decided to save lives rather than take them. He served in the Royal Army Medical Corps
(RAMC) in Gallipoli and the Middle East and an analysis of his service number and medal cards
confirms the following information.
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Medal Index Card

2254 Private Bertram Kyte enlisted in Walthamstow, Essex and served with 1st/3rd East
Anglian Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps attached to the 54th (East Anglian)
Division.

Field Ambulance

The Field Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unit (it was not a vehicle), manned by
troops of the Royal Army Medical Corps. Most Field Ambulances came under command of a
Division, and each had special responsibility for the care of casualties of one of the Brigades of
the Division. The theoretical capacity of the Field Ambulance was 150 casualties, but in battle
many would need to deal with very much greater numbers. The Field Ambulance was
responsible for establishing and operating a number of points along the casualty evacuation
chain, from the Bearer Relay Posts which were up to 600 yards behind the Regimental Aid
Posts in the front line, taking casualties rearwards through an Advanced Dressing Station (ADS)



to the Main Dressing Station (MDS). It also provided a Walking Wounded Collecting Station, as
well as various rest areas and local sick rooms. The Field Ambulances would usually establish 1
ADS per Brigade, and 1 MDS for the Division.

East Anglian Division

The East Anglian Division was a formation of the Territorial Force. It was formed as a result of
the reforms of the army carried out in 1908 under the Secretary of State for War, Richard
Burdon Haldane and was one of 14 Divisions of the peacetime Territorial Force.

1914

The units of the Division had just departed for annual summer camp when emergency orders
recalled them to the home base. All units were mobilised for full time war service on 5 August
1914 and moved to their allotted positions at Brentwood by 10 August 1914. Ten days later the
entire Division moved to the areas of Chelmsford, Bury St Edmunds and Norwich.

1915
The Division moved to St Albans in May 1915 under orders for overseas service.

On 8 July the Division was ordered to refit for service at Gallipoli. Leaving the artillery and train
behind, the rest of the Division left 14-19 July and embarked at Devonport. Sailing from
Liverpool and Devonport, the first ships reached Lemnos on 6 August. On 10 August units
landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli.

Artillery éXpIoding behind Field Ambulance at Suvla Bay
The Division was then involved in the following moves and engagements:
e The landing at Suvla Bay (10-15 August)

e Operations in the Suvla Bay area



On 26 November the Division was ordered to prepare to withdraw to Mudros. On 3-8 December
the Division was evacuated from Gallioli, only 240 officers and 4480 men strong. On 13
December it then went on to Alexandria, where it arrived on 18 December. The units then
concentrated at Sidi Bishr..

1916

The divisional artillery rejoined at Mena Camp (Cairo) 11-15 February 1916. The Division
occupied No 1 (Southern) Section of the Suez Canal defences on 2 April 1916.

1917
The First Battle of Gaza (26-27 March).

The First Battle of Gaza was fought on 26 March 1917, during the first attempt by the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force (EEF) to invade the south of Palestine in the Ottoman Empire during the
Sinai and Palestine Campaign of the First World War. Fighting took place in and around the
town of Gaza on the Mediterranean coast when infantry and mounted infantry from the Desert
Column, a component of the Eastern Force, attacked the town. Late in the afternoon, on the
verge of capturing Gaza, the Desert Column was withdrawn due to concerns about the
approaching darkness and large Ottoman reinforcements. This British defeat was followed a few
weeks later by the even more emphatic defeat of the Eastern Force at the Second Battle of
Gaza in April 1917.

L] WAER .




Bertram died of wounds on 30 March 1917 probably after the First Battle of Gaza fought on
26/27 March 1917. He is buried in plot D7 of the DEIR EL BELAH WAR CEMETERY in Gaza
along with 732 other Commonwealth soldiers.

In Memory Of
Private

B KYTE

Senice Number: 2264
1st/3rd East Anglian Field Amb, Royal Army Medical Corps who died on 30 March 1917

Remembered with Honour

DEREL BELAH WAR CEMETERY
D.7.
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Private Harry Meaden

Born circa 1893, Harry’s domestic history has been hard to fathom. Whilst | can confirm
that his Grandfather was Joseph Meaden, an Agricultural Labourer from Tilshead (b
1840 Imber bapt 4 Jun 1840 Imber d 1922 Amesbury) who is recorded as Next of Kin
for Harry on his service record, | can’t work out with any degree of accuracy who his
Mother and Father were.

He appears on the 1901 Census with Grand Father Joseph and other sons and
daughters of Joseph (then widowed). Were one of these his mother (Jane) or father
(Harry)?

The census return shows this family group living in Tilshead in 1901
e Head - Joseph Meaden b 1840
e Samuel Meaden b 1867 Tilshead d 1928 Yardman on Farm
e Jane Meaden b 14 Mar 1869 Tilshead d 1948 Housekeeper
e Harry Meaden b 1873/4 Tilshead Gen Lab
e William Meaden b 23 Mar 1881Tilshead Shepherd
e Harry Meaden b 1894 - Amesbury - Grandson to Joseph

There are 2 other children of Joseph (and unknown wife possibly Emma) not on this
Census.

e Henry Meaden b 1865 Imber
e AN OTHER NK

The 1911 Census for this Tilshead family identifies another Grandson of Joseph -
Charles DoB circa 1903 Tilshead (is this Harry’s brother or cousin)?

In 1911 — Harry is recorded as a boarder with the family of Edward Rumble at Edward
Rumble at Stockton, Codford, Wilts where he is recorded as a ‘Farm Under Carter’.



Service History

A Service record for Sapper Harry Meaden (Service Number: 215424 - WR/504215)
exists but only gives sketchy detail.

He was attested on 6 Dec 1915 in Trowbridge, Wilts and posted to the Army Reserve
on 8 Dec 1915. His record states he was mobilised 31 Jan 1916 but this slightly
contradicts detail in a medical found for him which suggests he was actually mobilised
as a Sapper in the Royal Engineers (Inland Waterways and Docks) circa Jan 1917 and
deployed to France March 1917.

In 1914 General French in one of his dispatches called attention to the desirability of
utilising the waterways of France and Belgium as means of military transport. The
outcome of which was the formation of a branch of the Royal Engineers (Inland
Waterways and Docks) whose duties were to operate a barge system, in the seat of
war, across the English Channel. This corps had a very small beginning, and at its
inception consisted of one tug, two barges, and a small store at the headquarters,
Dover.

A medical record exists that shows Harry was admitted into 4" Stationary Hospital,
based in Arques, with Myopia and was returned to duty 31 Oct 1917. This record
shows he had been in the army for 10 months and in France for 8 months.
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His ‘Soldiers Record of Effects Register’ entry shows he died by drowning on 27 Jan
1918 and given he was buried at DUNKIRK TOWN CEMETERY (Plot IV. B. 13) one
could assume the tragic accident occurred there as Dunkirk was at the Northern end of
a waterway system that paralleled behind the front line.
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In Memory Of
Sapper

H MEADEN

Senice Number: WRISM215

Infland Water Transport, Royal Engineers who died on 27 January 1918

Remembered with Honour

DUNKIRK TOWN CEMETERY
MEB.13.

1y
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
i

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES COVMISSION
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Charles Giddings

Charles was born in Tilshead and his birth was registered in the first quarter of 1895 in
Amesbury (Baptismal Record Volume 5a Page 169 refers). He was Christened on the
14™ April 1895 in Tilshead.
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The 1901 Census records Charles as living in Tilshead with:
e Father - Frank Giddings b 1865 Tilshead - Farmer
e Mother - Mary Giddings (Nee Blake) b 1865 Tilshead
e Brother - Robert Giddings 1907 Tilshead

On the 1911 Census he is shown at aged 16 as living and working on Paynes Farm,
Tilshead with:

e Father - Frank Giddings  Then aged 46 - Farmer

e Mother - Mary Giddings (Nee Blake) Then aged 46
(Frank and Mary married 20 May 1894 in Tilshead)

e Brother - Robert Giddings Then aged 14 also a Farm Worker



e Brother - Norman Giddings Then aged 2

The census also shows Frank and Mary had 3 other children who died young before
1911.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission citation for Charles shows that after his
death Frank and Mary Giddings were living on Glebe Farm, Great Cheverell.

Service Record

Charles served in two regiments in World War One. 1/1 Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry
(Prince of Wales’s Own Royal Regiment) Service Number 683 (the Regiment which
appears on the War Memorial) and 6" Battalion Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire
Regiment) (6th (Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry) Battalion) (the Regiment with which he died
on 26 March 1918) Service Number 204134.

Sadly, no service record survived for Charles, but a lot of detail can be drawn from his
service numbers.

The Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry were formed part of the 1st South Western Mounted
Brigade which was administered from Salisbury.

Charles’ Yeomanry Service Number was 683. Other records confirm that:
e Service Number 584 joined on 9th March 1912
e 647 joined on 21st January 1913
e 681 Oakley attested on 8" March 1913 at Chippenham
e 682 Cuzner attested on 8" March 1913 at Chippenham
e 719 Parsons attested on 17" March 1913 at Salisbury
e 784 joined on 25th February 1914
e 871 joined on 8th August 1914

By 1914 the RWY was headquartered at Chippenham with its four squadrons disposed
as follows:

e A Squadron: Warminster
e B Squadron: Chirton

e C Squadron: Chippenham
e D Squadron: Swindon

The regiment was mobilised in August 1914 as part of the 1st South Western Mounted
Brigade but did not proceed to France until December 1915. In May 1916, two
squadrons joined the XV Corps cavalry unit, with two further squadrons joining 1X Corps
Cavalry regiment. During 1916-17, duties mainly involved policing, traffic control,
dispatch riding and similar activities. In March 1917, the regiment played its only part in
the War as horsed cavalry, during the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. Over an
eleven-day period, German forces retreated 20—25 miles to prepared positions. The
RWY formed part of the advanced guard of the British Army, attempting to keep in touch



with the German rearguards, but this was difficult owing to the broken nature of the
ground behind the original German lines. Contact was made several times with Uhlans
and a lance captured in one of these engagements is still in possession of the regiment.

In September 1917, it was finally conceded that there was little place for horsed cavalry
in the Western Front. On 20" September the regiment was converted to infantry and
joined the 6th Battalion, The Wiltshire Regiment (6th Wilts), fighting in the trenches at
Ypres and Cambrai in 1917 as part of 58" Brigade 19th (Western) Division. The
Battalion was re-named the 6th (Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry) Battalion.
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On 218t March 1918, the German army mounted its Spring Offensive ‘Operation
Michael’. 6™ Bn Wilts were now operating in the area of Baupaume. The German
offensive was launched from the Hindenburg Line, in the vicinity of Saint-Quentin,



France. Its goal was to break through the Allied (Entente) lines and advance in a north-
westerly direction to seize the Channel Ports, which supplied the British Expeditionary
Force (BEF) and to drive the BEF into the sea. Two days later General Erich
Ludendorff, the chief of the German General Staff, adjusted his plan and pushed for an
offensive due west, along the whole of the British front north of the River Somme. This
was designed to first separate the French and British Armies before continuing with the
original concept of pushing the BEF into the sea. The offensive ended at Villers-
Bretonneux, to the east of the Allied communications centre at Amiens, where the Allies
managed to halt the German advance; the German Army had suffered many casualties
and was unable to maintain supplies to the advancing troops.
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At one point Charles, now a Lance Corporal, and the 6th Wilts took the whole weight of
the offensive at Bapaume.
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After a week of combat, 6th Wilts (half of whom were ex-RWY) had taken over 500
casualties including Charles.

Charles was Killed in action on 26 March 1918.
War Office Daily List N0.5587 on 8" June 1918 officially reported Charles as missing
He is buried at the BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY Plot I. H. 18.

Headstone inscription: REST IN PEACE WAITING FOR THE COMING OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST



In Memory Of
Lance Corporal

C GIDDINGS

Senice Number: 204134

6th Bn., Wiltshire Regiment who died on 23 March 1918 Age 23

Son of Frank and Mery Gddings, of Gebe Famm, Great Cheverell, Devizes. Nathve of Tilshead, Salisbury. Wits.

REST IN PEACE WAITING FOR THE COMNG OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Remembered with Honour

BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY
LH 18.
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COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES COVMMISSION



The Battalion War Diary entry shown below for the 23 must be read to get a better sense of the heroic sacrifice Charles
and the 6" Wilts made.
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This is an extract of the 58" Brigade HQ Narrative for this action on the 23",

Headquarters

19th Division.

Herewith narrative of battles

period 21st ~ 28th March, 1918.

Commandi ng

581 BRSADE,
.___T__un‘.u

Dite

HEADUG i 5

[ TBUAY KakeaBLAS, Neeeveas

of 58th’'Brigade

Brigadier

o8th lnfantry Brigade




derch Zlst,

S5.0ca.me

’3 «12 .8 e Me

11.30.2 ,ma

1l.44 .a.m.

12.35«pems

4.45.Pem.

8.30.pe.m.

11.25«Peme

March £€nd.

l.26.aeme .

58th_Ipfantry Brigade.

Narrative of events from March €lst to 28th 1918,

On the“mornin¢ of Narch 218t the 58th Bde. was situated in
camps along the BARTINCOURT - HAFLINCOURT Road. Bde., H.y., at
CeBeCeBeBo

At about S.2.m. the enemy opsned & heavy barrage on our front
lines trenches.

At 5.12.2.ms orders received from Division to"Stand by'

At 11.30.a.me information received from Division that enemy
was reported to have reached 2nd system between LOUVLRVAL and
IAGNICOURT, Ope Coys. of the 6tk Wilts Regt. was moved Lo the
high ground between BEUGNY and LE BEUCQUILRE to form a line
of posts and to keep the Bde. in tough with the situstlon on
the front. This Coy. was relieved during the night by a Coy.
from the 56th Bde,

At 11.44.q.m. orders from Division to move to "Assembly
Fositions" in GAIKA COFSE. At the same time the 9th Welch Regt
was ordered to send 2 Coye. and establish strong posts along

. the HERMIES: - BEAUMEYZ Ridge from HERMIES to Cross roads in

J.28.a. inclusive, one C y. of 57th Bde. continuing the line
to BEAUMETZ . )

The Brigade was concentrated in GAIKA COFSE by 12.35.p.me and
remained there until about 4.45.p.m. The vicinity of GAIKA
COFSE was shelled intermittently both during the morning and
afternoon.

About 4.45.p.m. in accordance with verbal orders received from
Div. (subsequently confirmed in wiiting) the Brigade was
ordered to move to the Ridge West of HERMIES ag far as J.27.
central and entrench itsolf there. §57th Bde. was at the same
time to form on left of 58th Hde. preparatory teo attacking
DOIGNIES, At this time information was that ths enemy were

in possession of both LOUVERVAL and DOLGHNINS,., Battallons
arrived on the HERMIES Ridge about G.45.p.m. and started
entrenching as underi-

Pth Welch Kegt. om Right irom HERMIES to J.28.a.9.8.
(Junction of 3rd system and Kailway Line), 9th R.W.Fusiliers
from this point to J.27.central, €th Wilts Ke_t. in Supprort.
82nd Field Coye. R.E. 2and 1 Coy. of Ficonscsrs were dstailed tp
asgist in digging the line. ¢
Observation Fosts were pushed forward to occupy HERMIES S8ILTCi e

At 8.30,p.m. orders received from Division for the Bde. to
occupy HERMIES SWITCH, Orders issued accordingly but hefore

this movement was completed wverbal orders received from i
Division that the Brigade would probably have to move en bleg '
to West of LEBUCQUEEBRE. Orders &t once despatched for Battaliom
to concentrate behind HERMIES Ridge. i3
At 1l.25.pem. oOrders from Division to coancentrzte the Bde. i5 i
& position of readinsss #est of LEBUCQUIZKE and to push out :
patrols to MORCHIES to keep in touch wita the sltuastion on the
BEAUMKTZ « MORCHIBS LinG.

This move was completed by 4.a.m. Battalions bsing then
concentrated along the road running in 1.29.a. and b.

At 1.26.a.m. orders were received from Division that the Bde,

was to be prepared to counter-attack, assisted by Tanks, If
the enemy broxe through the BEAUMETL « MOKCHIES Lire. Ho. &
H.M.G.Battery were in positicu in L.Z3.a.




fapch 22nd.
10.a .me

2.30.peme

6opom-

it 10.a¢me orders from Division that situation N, and N.W. of
YORCHIES was insecure and that the Bde, was to move forward at
onee and .dig in on the spure in 1.1C.a., l.1l.8. and 1,17.b. with
oné battalion allctted for the defence of BEUGNY. "C" Coy. 19th
M.G. Batthe. and No. 6 M.M.G. Battery placed under orders of Bde.

Brigade occupied this position as underi-

6th Wilts Regt. 3 Coys. in front "dug in" along a line of 'poste
E. of Sunken Road MORCHIES ~ SUGARBELT Factory on BAFAUME - CAMBRAT
Road left flank swung back to meet 9th R.W.Fus. about I.1l.a.8.2,

1 Coy. in Support.

Uth R.¥W.Fug. were on the left of the 6th Wilts R. and were dug in
on a line covering the two ridges im 1.10. and 1,11. about 500
yards S.W. of MORCHIES Village the left being about 1.10.a.l1.5.

3 Coyse in line and ‘1 Coy. in cupport. Battn.d.g. of $th R.W.F.

and 6th #Wilts R. in Sunken Road 1.17.a.5.7 The 9th weleh K.

were detailed to garrison and hold the village of BEUGNY. Three
Coys. occupied & line emtending from L.l5.d. through l.l6.a. and 4
as far as the main BAPAUME-CAMBRAL Rosd. The fourth Coy. was in the
village in Reserve. The 56th Bdes. were on the right S. of the
BAFAUNE « CAMBRAL Hoad. Bde. H.Q. moved from 0.5.c.8.8. to

old Div. H.Q: in 1.34.a. :

As 9th R.W.P. were unable to obtain any touch with troops on their
left two companies of the 9th Welch R. and a section of M.G's

were sent forward at 2.30.p.me to endesavour to galn touch with
troops on our left flank or failing that to form a defensive flank
back to GREEN Line in 1.14.b. At the same time the enemy could
be seen messing in large numbers on the high ground between VAULX
and MORCHIES, Repeated requests for Aprtillery fire met with no
response. It appeared at this time. that some of our troops were

8till in positions Northn aad w38t of MORCHIES but they subsequently

withdrew through our line leaving no troops in front of 9th K.W.F,

The enemy developed a heavy &ttack sbout 3.30.pem. along the front
held by the 9th R.W.F. although no atieck developed on the front i
held by the 6th Wilts Regt. The attack was beaten off at all points
with mach loss to the enemy. Cavalry could be seen in readiness to
support this attack on the high ground between VAULX and MORCHIES,

About 5.p.m. & countereattack by Tanks was launched. This attack
drove bagk the enemy to about the NORCHIES - VAULX Hoad and
inflicted heavy casualties on him.

The enemy attempted to raid the post of the 6th Wilts K. nearest
MORCHIES, The raid wes repulsed leaving 1 killed.

Kidet 22/23rd. During the night 2 battalions of the 123rd Brigade came up and

took over the line as far as the road in 1,10.b. The two Coys.

of 9th Yelch Regt. on left flank of 9th R.W.F. then rejoined their
Battalion in BEUGNY and one Cwy. of the R.W.F. from the left i
relieved the left Coy. of the 6th Wilts Regt. the 6th Wilts Hegt., |
then extending their right down to the BAFAUME - CAMBRAI Road. P!
The R.#.F. line then ran aprroximately from I.10,central to
1.11.b.643. Three Coys. in line and 1 Cov. in supporte. :
The 6th Wilts line ran from 1.11.b.6.3. to the Beetroot Factory in @
1.17.d. keeping East of the Sunken Koade. Three Coys. in llne aad |
one in support. !
The 9th Welch Regt. were in and around BEUGNY as before, but 1 Coy.
hed again to be sent out to form a defensive flank back Irom the
123rd Bde. left as they could get no touch with the troops who
should have carried on the line to the left. : :
1 prisoner and 1 light “.chine gun were captured by the 9th R.¥.P, |
during the night. B {
Consolidation was contirmmed during the night 22nd/23rd and the

early morning of the 23rd




March 23rd.
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Fatrols sent out by 6th Wilts R. in the early morning reported
that the enemy held YORCHIES « CRUCIFIX iine and that troops of
56th Bde. with whom the right of the batialion had been in
touch had disappeared. To meet this situation two companies

of & Cheshire Battn. of 26th Divn. (whose Battn. H.Q. was with
R.W.F. and #ilts) were sent to formk a line from Beetroot
Factory in « S.W. direction.

Between 7.2.m. 8and 8.a.m. the enemy opsned a heavy bombardment

on the 6th Wilts R. and small portions of the enemy could bs seen
moving across the front of the Wilts to the BAFPAUME Road at a
range of about 1200 ¢ wyards. No frontal attack was attempted by
the enemy at this time. The shelling in 1.17.a. and particularly
round Bn. H.Q. of the R.W.F. and Wilts became very heavy and
machine gun fire swept all the slopes between BEUGNY and MORCHIES
makkng moveme~ent very difficult.

At dbout 9.a.m. orders were recsived from the Division for a
withdrawal to the GREEN or ARMY Line after dusk. The Bde. to
hold the line from the BEUGNY e FREMICOURT Hoad (inclusive) to
the Grid running E. and W. through 1.14.central.

Orders were at once issued to Battalions to wlthdraw at 9.30,D.m.
9th Welch to withdraw to GREEN Line and hold it K.W.F. and

Wilts to send parties to N. 2nd E. of BEUGNY, remalnder retiring
through them.

Bde. H.Q. moved to BANCOURT.

later in the morning information was received through Div. that
the K.0.5.L.1. on the right of 6th Wilts K. had retired on to
GREEN Line tnus leaving the right flank of 6th Wilts and %th
Welch completely in ihe air. Ordere sent to Battalions giving
this information and ordering 6th Wilts and 9th R.W.F. to
withdraw to the outskirts of BEUGRY and complete movement to
Green Line at dusk. This order reached the front line battallons
about £.3C.pems by which time the whole line was very heavily
engaged and a strong eaemy attack had dewloped behind the 6th
Wilts from between LE BUCQUIERE and BEUGNY, Orders were therece
upon sent out to advanced Coys. to commence the withdrawal but
owing to an intense barrage on Battn.H.Q. few runners succeeded
in getting through. Personnel of Battalion H.Q. endeavoured to
form a defensive flank to assist the withdrawal of the forward
Cops. but most of the men were killod or wounded. By b.p.m.
however it was evident that Coys. were endeavouring to fight
their way back and 0.C. 6th Wilts aad 9th K.W.F. with such of
their H.Q. a8 wers left withdrew. before doing 8o all codes and
maps etc. were burnt as escape seemed most improbable.
Meanwhile 9th Welch in BEUGNY had heen compelled to bring neariy
all their men on 1o the hast and Southern edges of BLUGNY and
were very heavily engéged. 0.C. nad gent wp word to forward
Battalions that enemy were attacking heavily from the -outh

and that there appeared to be none of our troops in front South
of the maln road.

A message wes received from C.C. 9th ¥elch timed 3.10.p.m.
stating that evacuaztion of forward line was proceeding and that
he was holding enemy attack well. A later message stated that
no considerable number of Wilts or R.W.F, had come through and
he feared many must have been cut off.

A further message timed 5.20.p.m. stated that he was very

heavily engaged and that all cther trocps appeared Lo have
retired to GREEN Line but that he would hang on till dusk to cover
‘withdrawal of any more of Wilts or R.W.F. who might possibly

get back. The 9th Welch held the village till ausk when they
withdrew in good order to the Green Line. They had however _
suffered very heavy casualties. 1 am cf opinion that had it noi
been for the fine defence of the village by 9th Welch none of ti'

#ilte or R.W.F. would have 8ot away at all. ;
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Medal Index Card (Note TF War Medal entitlement)



(To be rendered in duplicate.)
REGIMENT OR CORPS.

DUKE OF EDINBUAGH'S 4TH (2.F.) BN. (WILTSHI:)
ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Victory Medal sudfor British War Medal granted under Army Orders

Tn sequeare Units sud Cor X
previasy erved with by sach Record of disposal of
ndividont and os. Ry

Theatees of war in which servod Clasps awarded (to bo laft blank)

() Preseated
(b) Deapatched by Post
| (e) Takea into Stock

1/a Wilts K.200230
1/4. W11

11998, ..BLes
1/1 R.Wilts Yeo.
1772 GCpl.
6th Wilts K,203181

oo
Signature and rank of O

(7o be rendered in duplicate.)
WILTSHIRE
SUPPLEMENTARY. - REGIMENT or CORPS

ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Territorial Force War Medal, granted under
Army Order 143 of 1920.

Held by the individnal Record of disposal
in the Corps in of decorations
respoct of which the Rogtl. No,, Rank and Unit on 2
rolls are submitted NAME cﬂtce of first proceeding | (q) Presented REMARKS
e OV ersens %b) Despatched
by Post
No. Rank (e) ’I{ken into
Stock
200538 | Pte J( GEALER 2082 Pte |~ / Demob'd 25=12-18
Frederick 2/4 Wilts Rgt
{
200550 | Pte | GEE 2100 Pte . Demob'd 20-9-19
Alfred Jesse 1/4 Wilts Rgt
204134 | L/C 4( GIDDINGS 683 Pte |x . Died 23-3-18
Cherles 1/1 R.Wilts Yeo




ROYAL WILTSHI RE YEOMANRY

LIST circa 1914/18 ** of KNOWN O/Rs to DATE
‘:ﬁﬂﬁ'f'iﬁ@?az 1st Ro 2nd No. RANK. SQDN  REMARKS. FILE.No
—————————— 2310 A PTE. X. T. 2/1 299
omas.Gs !;“' 1184 PTE. X. 1.W. DIED HOME. 303
et c 0361 320036  CPL. B. W. 6W. POW. TFWM. F. 300
. CE. 0663 320108  L/CPL. B. 6W. KIA. TFW. F. 301
GIDDINGS. 3 59  SGT. B. W. COMMISSION. F. 302
g;g:;:gs. g.g: 0980 3202 4l B ) = gg;
% PTE. B. TO
GILBERT. G.H. 0518 el 5 393

War Medal  Victory Medal TF War Medal

Note: George was entitled to the Territorial Force War Medal. The TF War Medal was a
campaign medal awarded to members of the British Territorial Force and Territorial
Force Nursing Service who served overseas in World War I. It is the rarest of the five
British Great War campaign medals.

The medal was established in April 1920 for award to members of the Territorial Force
and Territorial Force Nursing Service who volunteered for service overseas on or before
30 September 1914 and served overseas. They had to:

e have been serving with the Force on 4 August 1914; or

e have completed four years’ service with the Force before 4 August 1914 and
rejoined on or before 30 September 1914.

In addition, provided they:

e undertook, either verbally or by written agreement on or before 30 September
1914 to serve outside the United Kingdom, such agreement being operative after
4 August 1914, and

e have served outside the United Kingdom between 5 August 1914 and 11
November 1918 (both dates inclusive; the last date was in 1918 though the years
on the reverse said 1914-19) and

e did not qualify for the 1914 Star or 1914-15 Star.
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LANCE CORPORAL PERCY WILLIAM YATES

Percy’s birth was registered in the 3 Quarter of 1894 in Wilton, Birth Record Index for
Wiltshire Volume 5a Page 178a refers.

In 1891 before Percy’s birth the Census record for the family shows them living in
Steeple Langford. Recorded in the family group are Father Frederick Robert Yates (b
circa 1865 Wyle bapt 3 Jun 1865 d 1940) a Carter/Farmer, Mother Annie Bessie Yates
(nee Curtis) (b 1862 Marhhull Dorset d 1936 Salisbury) (They were married on 26 Sep
1885) with children Mabel J Yates born 1887 in what looks like Sutton Veney and John
E Yates born 1890 in Steeple Langford.

| can find no 1901 Census record for the family.

The 1911 Census shows the family in Great Bathampton, a farm in Steeple Langford,
Wiltshire. Recorded on this census are

Frederick Robert Yates as a Carter/Farmer and mother Annie Bessie Yates and
children:

e John Yates (b 1891 Steeple Langford) a Carter/Farmer
Edwin Yates (b 1892 Steeple Langford) a Grocer

e Percy Yates (b 1894 Fisherton) Carter/Farmer

e Harry Yates (b 1897 Winterbourne Stoke) Carter/Farmer
e Cyril Yates (b 1902 Shrewton)

e Earnest Yates (b 1904 Shrewton)

This Census states that by 1911 Frederick and Bessie had had 10 children of whom 3
had sadly died.

Percy’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission citation shows that in 1918 Percy’s
parents, Frederick and Bessie were living in 2 Queen Street, Tilshead.



Service Record
Service Number 28052 Royal Warwickshire Regiment (RWR).

Sadly, no service record exists for Percy so | will make some assumptions with respect
to his service history.

His Medal Index Roll entry shows he served with 2/7"" Battalion RWR and his
Commonwealth War Graves Citation the 14™ (Service) Battalion RWR.

He is not awarded the 1914/15 Star, so | am assuming he joined up in 1915/16 and was
subsequently posted to 2/7™" Battalion RWR (which was part of 182" Brigade in 61st
(2nd South Midland) Division).

In February and early March 1916, the Division moved to Salisbury Plain. King George
V inspected the Division at Bulford on 5 May 1916.

The 615 Division was warned in May 1916 that it would go on overseas service and
entrainment began on the 21st. By 28™ May the Division, less the Ammunition Column
(which was still at Le Havre), had concentrated in the area of Merville — Gonnehem —
Busnes — Thiennes. The Division then remained in France and Flanders and took part
in the following engagements (Pse note that only a detailed study of the 2/7™" Battalion
War Diary can confirm their level of involvement in these actions).

1916
The Attack at Fromelles

The first major action in which the Division was engaged turned out to be an
unmitigated disaster. An attack was made on 19 July 1916 at Fromelles, a subsidiary
action to the much larger battle taking place further south on the Somme. The Division
suffered very heavy casualties for no significant gain and no enemy reserves were
diverted from the Somme. Such was the damage to the Division and its reputation that it
was not used again other than for holding trench lines until 1917.




1917
The Operations on the Ancre
The German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line

The 61st was one of the Divisions employed in the cautious pursuit of the enemy, when
the Germans carried out a deep withdrawal from the area of the Somme to formidable
pre-prepared positions that the British called the Hindenburg Line, in March 1917. On
17 March, it captured Chaulnes and Bapaume.

The Battle of Langemarck 916-18 August 1917)

In late August and early September, the Division was involved in the efforts to push the
line forward at positions around Schuler Farm and Aisne Farm near Kerselaar.

In late November 1917, the British Third Army made a highly successful attack, using
massed tanks for the first time, near Cambrai. 61st Division was initially held in reserve
and was still in the area when the enemy made a determined counterattack on 30
November. The Division was ordered up to reinforce the units under attack in the area
of La Vacquerie and for some days was involved in a hard fight to stem the enemy
attack.

1918
The Battle of St Quentin~
The Actions at the Somme Crossings~

On 21 March 1918, the enemy launched what was intended to be a decisive offensive,
attacking the British Fifth and Third Armies on the Somme in overwhelming strength.
The 61st (2nd South Midland) Division was holding the forward zone of defences in the
area northwest of Saint Quentin in the area of Ham and lost many men as it fought a
chaotic but ultimately successful withdrawal back over the Somme crossings over the
next ten days. In the initial clash, the South Midland faced three enemy Divisions and
only began to retire on the afternoon of 22 March, when ordered to do so in
consequence of the enemy’s progress at other parts of the line.

e Phases of the Battles of the Lys
o The Battle of Estaires
o The Battle of Hazebrouck
o The Battle of Bethune

By the time it was relieved after fighting all the way back to the very gates of Amiens in
the First Battles of the Somme 1918, the Division had been involved in continuous
action since August 1917 and was most exhausted. The remnants were moved north to
what had been a quieter part of the line on the La Bassee Canal near Bethune.
Unfortunately, it was near where the Germans launched the second phase of their
offensive on 9 April 1918.

At some stage, and for reasons unknown, Percy was transferred from the 2/7™ Battalion
to 14™ (Service) Battalion RWR. My best guess is that this transfer took place



sometime in early 1918 but | cannot be certain. It is possible he was re-assigned to the
14 Battalion when it returned to France from Italy in April 1918. The 14" Battalion
RWR were part of the 13th Infantry Brigade within the 5th Division.

13th Infantry Brigade Order of Battle
e 2nd Bn, the King’s Own Scottish Borderers
e 1st Bn, the Royal West Kent Regt
e 14th Bn, the Royal Warwickshire Regt
e 15th Bn, the Royal Warwickshire Regt

Percy is reported to have been killed in action on the 23@ May 1918. | have attached
below the 14" Battalion War Diary for the month of May 1918. The battalion was
operating in the area of the Nieppe Forest not far from where Percy was buried in the
Tannay British CWGC Cemetery.
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On the 23rd May the war diary records bluntly ‘8 men become casualties’. This is the day Percy is recorded as being
killed, possibly as a consequence of an artillery or gas attack
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ROYAL WARWICKSE : REGIMENT OR CORPS.
ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Victory Medal andfg¢ British War Medal granted under Army Orders o /')( q

In umea Units and Corpa
pmm ! served with b{qwh Record of dispossl of

ﬂumn the hxgllelt rank, whether decorations
Theatres of war in which served Clasps awarded (to be left blank)

50)

(a) Presented
(b) Despatched by Post
(c) Taken into Stock

A8k BnaRaNanf,.
586 Pt

LT BnaRaWaz. R L.
28082,

Medal Index Register entry for Percy



Percy is buried near to where he fell at TANNAY BRITISH CEMETERY, THIENNES
Plot 2. Row E. Grave 12.
Personal Inscription

NOT GONE FROM MEMORY NOR FROM LOVE BUT GONE TO OUR FATHER'S
HOME ABOVE

In Memory Of
Lance Corporal

PERCY WILLIAM YATES

Senice Number: 28052

14th Bn., Royal Warwickshire Regiment who died on 23 May 1918 Age 24

Son of Frederick Robert and Bessle Ann Yates, of 2, Queen St, Titshead, Wits.

NOT GONE FROMMEMORY NOR FROMLOVE BUT GONE TO OUR FATHER'S HOME ABOVE
Remembered with Honour

TANNAY BRITISH CEMETERY, THENNES
Pict 2. Row E. Grave 12,

[
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
i

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES CONMDMISSION
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Private Herbert Francis Kyte
Brother of William James Kyte who also died in WW1 and is recorded on the Tilshead Memorial.

Herbert Francis Kyte (b 3 Qtr 1877) was the 2" son Francis (Frank) (b 1846) and
Rosanna Kyte (nee Wild) (b 1848) of Tilshead, Wiltshire. He was baptised 7 Oct 1877.

Page 13
l BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish of '7ﬂ/ // gapifo o
' in the County of 4 in the Year 18?7
" . : lity, Trade,
When Child’s ek Ao S tyrl:r % B%Z};;I:nt;e
Baptized.  [Christian Name.| oy .o Siate: Profession. was performed.
f0.g
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His other 9 siblings were:

Bessie - b 1870

George - b 1873

Fanny - b 1875

Louisa — b 1880

Laura - b 1881

Edwin - b 1884

Henry — 1888

William — b 1893 (Also Killed in Action see detail below this history for Herbert)
1 other sibling died young



He married Edith Lily Rose Cooper (b 1895) on 17 Nov 1917 whilst on convalescent
leave. She married again in 1921 after Herbert’'s death.

The 1881 Census records the family living at The Island, Tilshead.
e Frank and Rosanna with Bessie, George, Fanny, Herbert and Louisa.
The 1891 Census shows the family still in Tilshead.

e Francis (Frank) and Rosanna with George, Fanny, Herbert, Louisa, Edwin, Laura
and Henry.

The 1901 Census records them at The Lane, Tilshead

e Frank and Rosanna with Herbert, Laura, Elwin, Henry and William.
By 1911 the majority of Herbert’s siblings have flown the nest.

e Frank and Rose (Rosanna) are in Tilshead with just Herbert and William.
Herbert’s Service Record

e 2 Dec 1915 - Enlisted/Attested — Devizes - 5079 — Posted Reserve 8t Reserve
Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment (RWR) aged 38

e 22 Mar 1916 — 21 Jul 16 — Mobilised and completed basic training.

e 22 Jul 1916 — 1 Mar 1917 — Served with the British Expeditionary Force in
France and Flanders.

e 1 Sep 1916 — Evacuated to 1/1 5" Medical Field Ambulance with Pyrexia (or
Trench Fever).

Trench fever, often classed as “pyrexia”, is a condition that was first reported from
troops in Flanders in 1915, when individuals suffered from a febrile illness that relapsed
in five-day cycles. At the time, the cause of the disease was unknown.

It is estimated to have affected 380,000 to 520,000 members of the British army and
had a debilitating effect, leaving a large numbers of men incapacitated.



A lot of research was carried out by the British and US to identify the cause and
mechanism of transmission.

Due to its similarity to Malaria, many thought that lice were the cause, but attempts to
find a treatment were not successful, and efforts to prevention were mainly focused in
using insecticides to delouse clothing.

e 6 Sep 1916 — Evacuated to 4 Casualty Clearing Station and then by Train to 15t
Canadian General Hospital in ETAPLES.

e 17 Feb 1917 — Contracted Malaria Evacuated to 1/1 5" Med Fd Amb (see
Medical Record below)

e 18 Feb 1917 — Transferred to 15t Australian General Field Hospital in Rouen
e 1 Mar 1917 — Transferred to England

e 2 Mar 17 — 18 Jan 18 — England and Ireland for treatment and convalescence
(married 17 Nov 1917)

e 29 Nov 1917 — Taken on Strength 7'" Res Bn RWR from Convalescence Depot
in Ireland

e 18 Jan 1918 — Transferred to Base Depot in France

e 19Jan 1918 — 24 Aug 1918 — British Expeditionary Force

e 22 Jan 1918 - Transferred to 16™ Battalion RWR

e 24 Jan 1918 — joined unit in the field

e 8Jun 1918 — Evacuated to 13™ Field Ambulance with Pyrexia (Unknown Origin)

e 20 Jun 1918 - Transferred to 30" General Hospital

e 26 Jun 1918 — Transferred to 7!" Convalescent Depot

e 8Jul 1918 — Posted 15" Battalion RWR in the 13th Infantry Brigade of 5th
Division.

e 13 Jul 1918 — Joined Unit

e 14 August 1918 — 5™ Division was withdrawn for rest and placed in GHQ
Reserve. Two weeks later it entered into what became a series of complex,
endless, overlapping Allied attacks that forced the German Army into retreat.
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e 23" August 1918 the 13th Infantry Brigade War Diary reports:

TRENCHES L 17 b 8/5 In confirmation of verbal instructions given to COs OO 213
(operation Order) was issued. At 11 am Bde HQ moved forward to L 17 b 8/5.

By noon Battalions were in position for attack carried out by 95th and 15th Inf Bdes.
The 13th Inf Bde was to pass through the two Bdes and exploit success. The 15th and
95th Inf Bdes were to have captured IRLES and ridge running NE of IRLES. Orders
were issued and preparations were made for the attack at 5.30 pm and Bdes
commenced move forward to assembly positions. Shortly after issue of orders and
movement of Battalions information was received that IRLES had not been captured.
Orders eventually received for the 13th Inf Bde to attack with objectives GREVILLERS,
LOUPART WOOD and IRLES. The attack was launched under great difficulties at 7.30
pm. The attack was completely successful and by nightfall 14 RWR and 15 RWR were
established on high ground NW of LOUPART WOOD and RWR had captured IRLES
and established themselves on eastern side of village. (see report appx X). Over 700
prisoners, several guns and a considerable number of Machine Guns and Trench
Mortars were captured during these operations.

e 23 August 1918 — 15" Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment War Diary
Reports:

Operation Order No 213 received. 5™ Division will attack in conjunction with 37t
Division on left and New Zealand Division on the right.

Objective Red dotted Line.

11.00 am 15 RWR with one section of A Coy 5" Machine Gun Battalion attached moved
from assembly area L11 a L10b and L10a. Bn HQ at L10 a 8/1.



2.30 pm 15 RWR with MG Section move to assembly area east of ACHIET LE PETIT.
4.00 pm Bn HQ in position and established at G 14 ¢ 33

7.05 pm Verbal orders 13" Inf Bde will carry out an immediate attack with 15t R West
Kent Regt on the right 14 RWR Centre and 15 RWR on left

15 RWR will attack and capture high ground commanding GREVILLERS
Assy Area G2l aand b
Zero Hour 7.30 pm

B Coy Right C Coy Left carry out the attack with D Coy in Support. A Coy in Reserve.
Coys move forthwith to assembly area in time to close with barrage.

8.45 pm Obijective gained and consolidation begun.
Prisoners and Captives included about 6 Officers and 220 ORs.
Actually counted and collected:

4 x 4.2” Howitzers, 4 x 77mm Field Guns, 35 x Rifles, 1 x 3” Trench Mortar, 8 x Hvy MG
with stands complete, 9 x Light Machine Guns, 84 Boxes MG Belts

Besides other Ordnance, munitions and stores which could not be counted or collected.
Offrs 1 x wounded, 1 x wounded at duty
ORs 3 wounded

e 24 August 1918 — 13" Infantry Brigade War Diary Reports:

RAVINE G 19d 9/2 at 4.15 am The New Zealand Div passed through the Brigade with
objectives BAPAUME and the Brigade form a defensive flank on a line South of IRLES.
(L3a9/0to G 36 a5/0) 15 R War R on right 14 R war R centre KOSB left. 15 R War R
in position about G 28 ¢ and d. The day being spent consolidating this line. Bde HQ
moved to G 19d 9/2

e 24 August 1918 — 15" Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment War Diary
Reports:

Situation

1.30am 15 R War R in touch with 14 R War R on the right. Patrols sent out but no
British Troops found on the left. Defensive flanks formed with D Coy. Line
(approximately) runs in G 29a and c.

Battn HQ G28 central.
Casualties - Offr 1 x Wounded ORs 7 x Killed 28 Wounded 14 Missing
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Medical Record entry 17 Feb 1917



306744 Private Herbert Francis Kyte was probably killed in action in the early hours of
24" August 1918 during the final stages of the 15" Battalion Royal Warwickshire
Regiment assault on the high ground overlooking GREVILLERS.

He is buried at ADANAC MILITARY CEMETERY, MIRAUMONT plot II. J. 5.

In Memory Of
Private

HERBERT KYTE

15th Bn., Royal Warwickshire Regiment who died on 24 August 1918 Age 44

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kyte, of Téshead, Wits.

Remembered with Honour

ADANAC MILITARY CEMETERY, MIRAUMONT
I.J.5

(L
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
1

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES CONMMESSION
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Private William James Kyte

Brother of Herbert Francis Kyte who also died in WW1 and is recorded on the Tilshead
Memorial.

William’s birth was registered in the first ¥4 1893 in Amesbury Birth Register Volume 5a
Page 162 refers. He was Baptised 21 May 1893 in Tilshead. Note his medical record
states his religion was ‘Weslyan’.

Page32

BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish of bk Arar
F in the County of _ /72£4- in the Year 1872 . &

Parent’s Name. Quality, Trade,

or
Profession.

By whom the
Ceremony
was performed.

‘When Child’s
Baptized.  |Christian Name.

Abode.
Christian. Surname.

——

1863
Z@ Coltlonin fonces!
o skl A/W =

. < %6 e

No./Zje W

Al i

Sadly, no service record exists for William but what records do exist suggest he enlisted
into the Wiltshire Regiment (Service No 13291) with whom he probably did his basic
training, possibly with the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion a depot/training unit in Devizes. The
3" Battalion moved to Weymouth in April 1915 when he was possibly transferred to
‘back fill' 6th Battalion Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians) when
they moved from Ireland to Basingstoke prior to their deployment to Gallipoli in May
1915. (His Leinster Service Number was 1068). His Medal Index Card shows he
disembarked in the Balkans (Gallipoli) on 9 July 1915 (so he was entitled to the 1914/15
Star). This ties in with the Leinster's WW1 record.



On 9 July 1915 the Leinsters embarked at Liverpool and sailed to Gallipoli via Mudros
and landed at Anzac Cove on 5 August 1915.

On 29 September 1915 the Leinsters then moved via Mudros to Salonika. A medical
record exists (wound or illness not known) from 28" General Hospital in Salonika that
shows William was evacuated to Hospital on 23 Dec 1915.

At some stage William was ‘re-assigned’ from the Leinsters to 9™ (Service) Battalion
Gloucestershire Regiment, possibly before the Leinsters moved to Egypt on 14
September 1917 and whilst the Gloucesters were still in Salonika.

On 4 July 1918 the Gloucesters returned to France and on arrival on 21 July 1918 they
were attached to 198th Brigade in 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division.

On 22 September 1918 the 9™ Battalion became a Pioneer Battalion in the same

Division.

William’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission citation records he died on 27
October 1918 Age 25 (in a Rouen General Hospital) probably as a result of a Gas

attack (see Pension record card) on either the nights of 16/17™ or 18/19" October 1918
in the area of Maurois, Reumont or Le Cateau. (See Battalion War Diary).






He is remembered with honour at the CWGC St Sever Cemetery Extension in Rouen
Plot S. 1ll.C. 12.

In Memory Of
Private

W JKYTE

9th Bn., Gloucestershire Regiment who died on 27 October 1918 Age 25
Son of M. and Mrs. Frank Kyte. of Tilshead, Salisbury.

Remembered with Honour

ST. SEVER CEMETERY EXTENSION, ROUEN
s.c.1z

iy
COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES

nnn

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES CONMDMISSION
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Alfred Augustus Kyte

Alfred Augustus Kyte’s birth was registered in the 4" Quarter of 1879 in Amesbury,
Wiltshire (Registry of Births Volume 5a Page 174 refers). He was baptized 21 Oct 1879
in Tilshead.

Page 18
BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish of Z]‘.rﬂ/ cad_
in the County of Lol in the Year 18 /9
When Child’s Parent’s Name. Quality, Trade, B% whom the
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/"2l 7z 77 v atherane /'{‘//2' Tilstroar jﬂ 10108 -/d /ﬁ///ﬂlf 5
~ﬂujui771) ' ? }/‘ a)
No 40

His father was Edwin Kyte (b 1856 in Corfu d 1933) and his mother was Catherine Kyte
(nee Matthews) (b 1847 Imber d 1915 bur 20 Feb 1915 Tilshead).

The 1911 Census records they had 9 children 5 of whom had died early. The 4 children
that survived were:

e Edwin G Kyte (b 1877 d 1957)
e Florence Bessie (b 1883)

e FloraR (b circa 1888)

e Ethel M Kyte (b circa 1890)

The 1891 Census records the Father Edwin, Mother Catherine and Children Edwin,
Alfred, Flora and Ethel living in Tilshead.

1n the 1901 Census Alfred is recorded as being a boarder in Willesden, Middlesex.



On 27 Jun 1903 Alfred married Emma Pearson at St Andrew Church in Willesden,
Harrow, England

The 1911 Census records Alfred living at 107 Oakland Road Hanwell Nr Ealing West
London Middlesex where he is a conductor on electric trams. Living with him are his

wife Emma (b circa 1880) and children Ethel Gladys born 1904 and Edward Augustus
born 1907.

He is also recorded as having a 3' child, Marjorie Vera born in 1913.
Service Record

On the basis of surviving service records Alfred possibly enlisted in 4/8" Battalion
Middlesex Regiment and probably was then posted to 2/8th Battalion Middlesex
Regiment on 18 July 1915 after basic training. Given the deployment and Theatre
dates shown on his Medal Index Roll entry it may have actually been the 2/7™ Battalion
that he actually deployed to Egypt with.

Based on these dates the following service record is offered. It should be understood
that the actions relate to the Division his Battalion served in at the time and does not
necessarily mean his Battalion was directly involved in them. More research of the
Battalion War Diaries would be needed to confirm what involvement the Battalion had.

4a (Egypt) 1.9.15t0 8.5.16

2/7th Battalion

e 31 August 1915: landed at Alexandria in Egypt and proceeded to Cairo.

e November 1915: returned to Alexandria and formed part of the Western Frontier
Force.

e 8 May 1916: moved to France, arriving in Marseilles on 15 May 1916. Whole Bn
went into quarantine camp for Typhus.

e 2/7" Battalion disbanded in France on 10 June 1916 as a consequence of the
Typhus.

la (France and Flanders) 15.5.16 to 8.9.16

e Arrived No 5 Infantry Base Depot Rouen 13th June 1916.

e Transferred to the 1/8™ Battalion Middlesex Regt and then attached to 9th
London Regiment 3rd July 1916.

e Transferred to 9th London Regiment 8th September 1916 (Army Order 204.
1916)

e War Diary 1/9th Londons shows - 4th July 'Draft arrived 80 ORs 7th Middx 80
ORs 8" Middx'

8819 & 554536 -1/16th (County of London) Battalion (Queen’s Westminster Rifles)

e 10 February 1916 : Battalion transferred to 169th Brigade in 56th (London)
Division.



la (France and Flanders) 9.9.16 to 21.9.16

e The Battle of Ginchy (9 September)
e The Battle of Flers-Courcelette (15 -22 September)

There is a gap here (21 Sep 1916 to 16 April 1917) that | can’t account for. He may
have been wounded and returned to the UK.

la (France and Flanders) 16.4.17 to 4.11.18
1917

e The First Battle of the Scarpe (9 — 14 April)
e The Third Battle of the Scarpe (3 — 4 May)

(Phases of the Battles of Arras 1917)

e The Battle of Langemarck (16 — 17 August) (Phase of the Third Battles of the
Ypres)

e The capture of Tadpole Copse (21 November)
e The capture of Bourlon Wood (23 — 28 November)
e The German counter attacks (30 November — 2 December)

(Phases of the Cambrai Operations)

1918

e The First Battle of Arras (28 March) (Phase of the First Battles of the Somme
1918)

e The Battle of Albert (23 August) (Phase of the Second Battles of the Somme
1918)

e |t should be noted that on 27 Aug 1918 he is recorded as being in the 18th
General Hospital in Camiers. having been transferred from 19 Casualty Clearing
Station in Boisleux au Mont with a Gun Shot Wound to the right hip set. | could
guess that the wound was sustained in the Battle of Albert. He was transferred
on 28 Aug 1918 to No 6 Convalescent Depot Etaples.



ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE BOOK

FIELD SERVICE

Medical record entries

e The Battle of the Canal du Nord (27 September — 1 October)
e The Battle of the Cambrai (8 — 9 October)”

(Phases of the Battles of the Hindenburg Line. May still have been convalescing in this
period)

e The pursuit to the Selle (9 — 12 October)
e The Battle of the Sambre (4 November)

e On 4 Nov 1918 7 days short of the Armistice Alfred was killed in action in the
vicinity of Seborg. The Battalion War Diary (typed) is attached to give you a
flavour of the intensity of the action either side and on this day. | also have
included the Brigade War Diary and Operations Order.

Remembered with Honour VALENCIENNES (ST. ROCH) COMMUNAL CEMETERY II.
F. 25.
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In the 4th (Contd). roads (each on the extreme flanksg of the Battalion front). On the left "A" and "D" Companies
Field. were relieved by 168 Brigade troops and moved South and established a position in the centre |

5 of the Battalion front, protecting the river. [
"o" and "B" Companies establisghed themselves as & seml circular screen, thrown out from the ?
sunken road, back towards "A" Compény. |
|The K.R.B. who were closely Supporting the Battalion completed the line acroes the Battalion
{front and a portion of the front of the Battalion oh the right.
The situation was now unpleasant. Word was pagsed that the Battalion on the right was being
counter-attacked.
The village was continuously and very heavily shelled.
The whole gituation was dominated by hostile M.G's. who made any movement practically an
impossibility and thus prevented any re-organization taking place.
The line ran from 700 to 300 yards in front of the AUNELLE river.
In the evening the Battalion was reliewed by LesR.Be. and reformed just in the rear of SEBOURG.
where rations were issued and ammunition completed.
lorders were received during the night for a further advance the following day. ‘
|Company Commanders came to Battalion H.Q. for their instructions. By the time these ‘
|{instructions were igsued to the men, it wae Zero and for the third night the men had practically
'no sleep.
Casualties:- 1 officeres 2nd Lieut. F.H.Bs MOORE and 20 OeRss Killed. /| @ officer.
Lieut. I.Pe Mc BEWAN and 52 O«Rse. Wounded, 2 0.Rs. Sick.
At 0530 hours the Battalion advanced in support to L.R.B.
In spite of very heavy shelling the L.R.B. Captured ANGRREAINX, an advance of over 3000 yards.
The Battalion occupied posgitions in the sunken road and open ground in rear of the village.
The enemy shelled this andaall day and night and it rained continuously, the men getting
soaked in the wet ground.
Capualtieg:~- 1 officer. 2nd Lieut. HeRe SMITH, MC. and 3 O.Rs. Killed, 3 O.Rs. Wounded.

10 O.Rs. Sick,

Lieut Colonel.
Commdg. 1lst Battn. QUERENS WESTMINSTRR RIFLES.

-
D.D \I London, E.C
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In the 6th. At 0530 hours the L.R.B. and 2nd Londons again advanced, but were met by strong opposition
Field. and were unable to maintain captired ground. They suffered heevy casualties and "¢c" and "D"
Gomganies went forward to reinforce the L.R.B. and "A" abd "B" Companies to reinforce the 2nd
Londons.

Only 2 Companies were eventually requirsd and consequently "A" and "D" Companies were withdrawn
to their original positions. The rain and shelling continued all day.

he Officers and men under the most trying circumstahces maintained the utmost cheerfulness.

It is thought that the Battalion has never before experienced such an unfavourable combination
of shelling, rain, mud and the lack of gleep.

In the evening the battls area was taken over by 187th Infantry Brigade and the Battalion
withdrew to billets in SEBOURG.

Casualtieg:~ 2 OeRss Killed. 7 OsRse Wounded. 16 O.Rs. Sick.

The men dried their clothes by fire as far as possible, washed and ghaved and rubbed their

feet, which wwing to the wet were in very bad condition. The usual returns and indents
were compiled.
Casualtiss:~ 7 O+Rg. Sick.
Moved from SEBOURG at 1000 hours, arriving ANGREAU, 1100 hourse. Transport had great
difficulty in operatinge The roadg were very congested and the transport accommodatlon

e quite inadequate for the baggage which it is essential to carry. Vehicles,therefore, in |
many cases have to do double journsys. Also there is a deficisncy of 6 horses and Brigade
H.Qe use Offlcers chargers for Mounted Orderlies. Qur limber has now to carry T.M. Ammunition.
The whole gectlon is in a state of immobility and if the advance continues will not be able to
keep up with the Battalion.
Cagualtieg:- 2 officers. 2nd Lieut. I.P. WORTHINGTON, 2nd Lisut. HeFe. SIMONDS and 9 0O.Rs.Sick
Preordered move did not take place and Battalion repairsd roads in the afternoon. News from
Divisional Commender that German peace delegates had come through Allied Lines and been given
untill 1100 hours 11th inst to accept Allied Pesace terms. The 167th Brigade which was in the
line reported to have gone forward a great distance in pursuit of the enemy.

Casualtieg:~ 6 O.Rs. Sick:

Ekieut Colonel.
Commdge lst QUEENS WESTMINSTRR RIFI.ES.

-
D.D & L., Lo B.C.
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COLFIDENTIAL H,Q. 169th Infantry Brigade N
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Instructions regarding War Diavies and Intelligence gl (2)
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part IT. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages -
will be prepared in manuseript. NOVEMBER 1918
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l Remarks and
Appendices

Place Date Hour - Summary of Events and Information

—_— ) e

|

LINE | 4 | Advance resumed at 0600 - Q.W.R. in Front line L.R.B. Support and 2nd Londons Reserve.
‘Advance was carried out without serious opposition until just E. of SEBOURG when strong
:op9081tion from enemy Machine Guns was encountered. Brigade halted for the night on a line

[ Just E. of SEBOURG. 56th Division G.418 and G.422 (APP. H) received ordering advance to be !
continued tomorrow and Brigade Orders 232 and 233 issued accordingly (APP. I and J reenbct*vrlyY
Brigade Order 231 (APP. K) also issued ordering L.R.B. to relieve the Q.W.R. tonight.

Brigade H.Q. moved to SAULTAIN at 0800 today.

The advance was resumed under a barrage at 0530 today. L.,R.B. was Front line Battalion Q,W.R.
Support and 2nd Londons Reserve. NoO great opposition was encountered and the Brigade halted
for the night on a line just East of ANGREAU. Div. Order 222 (APP. L) received ordering
continuance of advance tomorrow and Brigade Order 234 (APP. M) iesued accordingly. During
the night the 2nd Londons took over the RIGHT half of the EPlF%JS front from L,R.B. in readinessg
for tomorrows onerations.

Brigade H.Q. moved to SEBOURG at 0800 today.

LINE | 6 [Ba Zero hour was at 0630 and the attack wae made under & creeping barrage by the L.R.B. and
1 2nd Londons in the line and Q.W.R. in support. The first objective - the Sunken Road A.12.d.
A.18.b. - was nearly reached after very considerable opposition had been overcome but an
immediate and strong counterattack forced both the L,R.B. and 2nd Londons back to their
original line. The Brigade suffered heavy casualties on this day and no further operations
were carried out. During the night the Brigade was relieved by 167th Infantry Brigade in
accordance with H6th Division G. 534 dated 6.11.18 (APP. N) and 169th Infantry Briga B.M.789
! | dated 6.11.18 (APP. 0) attached. On relief Battalions moved back to SEBOURG in which villane
\ }Briraae H.Q. remained. P
%3 | 58th Div. Order No. 223 received (APP. P) reference operations to be carried out by 187th
| Infantry Brigade.
& ( The attached Report on Operations dated Nov. 7th 1918 (APP. Q attached) gives the Summary of Q
oT Events of this Brigade from Nov. 3rd to 6th inclusive. In all the villages captured during the
‘ ‘period a large number of civilians were found and they accorded our troops a most sincere and
(enthusiastic welcome.

. -
f J D. & L.. London, E.C
| i
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The 169 Bde Operation Order 4" Nov 1918 followed by the Bde Report on the action
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Qopy ¥o. O
S6th UIVIAICS OKIER ¥a, 290,
seonos BAsy 1/20,000 et 1A KE.
. Ref 3 1/‘;;:‘:‘;0 - e

. — ——

1.0 (1), the sévanct wiil be contirued by XXIT Corpe on 4th fret.,
0 attack hol pArrisd out by 1ith Udvieion on tho right
azd by 34%n Udvietoo om loft.

{18),  Tho 53rd Ble., 3ith Division, will %G oo the right.
'A' pdo. 41h Can. Ddvee will Be on the laft.
HoQe Of abovy will De somunieatsd whem known.
(388)s  Zore Bowr will B0 notified acparstoly.

2. {8). The odJestive of XXIL Corps is the genoral line of the
l1eft TARK of the AUFSLLE River about 3.7.0.5.%, = i
Eround 4n L,8,4. A Dy ~ P R0.4. = F,28 contral - F,18 contral.
{318): Tho Caradian Corpa ie 1o Sovor tho 1oft of XXIT Corpe,
plaging 1ta right fiank atout F.18 central and expturing

The sttack will B0 carriod out By 1804x Iofuntry Pripade o
ths sight sad Ly 1008 Infantry Erigado on tSo loft,

The objective and Diviesidral Sdundarice Arc ahown on o
atiachod nad.

Tho dividing lico Sotvcen 1680th A 160th Infentiry Brigades
will bo ~ fork 8 LA 7.4 (Ioal, ta 160th Ble.) = sroee~
Poade P, 28,046,585, (1mel, 12 168Mh Ble) = fork rosds F . 0%.c.9,1.
{irel, W 108th Bi0.) = F.®3 sentral. -

g. (1), The attack will bo conductiod 4n teo stagoe,
o 1at odJootivo will 3o the WP from CREBTRRY (F.07.0.)=
’.”.lo- FToRlety = ?.1‘0.5.

Tho £nd Sbjoctive will Yo 15c RED LINE shown on atiached

D Pl
i1). After roactilng the R2D LINZ, Frigades w»ill jush cut patrols
20 oxplolt towerds the iine of Ve «AUFIELLE Rivor.

It in Laportant L0 got An Ainformetion rapidly fros tnoee
gatrole, =inoy Aif thcre 1a any sign OF enemy Tetrost, tho
3,0.0: 10%W0nas 10 Fuah on Bountod troope 1o socura the
eroenings and will order the loading Rrighdes %o support tew.

& (1) e Divimten will be covered Yy 8 R.V.A.0d0s.
{a13. e Cellade will fasoo Artillcey INstructions, showing
grouping of Ficld Artillicey and slso Barrego MeDe,

(844). =0 0uleA, will 31806 1 Patiory N.F.Ae At U0 dieposal
of saoh attxoking I=fsntry Brigado as noon eas SATLTAIE 1»
Saptured, with & vicw L0 olose mpport axd anti-tark dofence,

{av). S Bettarion of 0% Howe. and 1 Battory of &0-pirg, will Yo
fireotly wador the ordors of 10 3.0.0. ™ Pavisdon.

7.

100%h sod 180th Frimde HeGre. will, 1n wie firat Smatanse,
De locatsd not Surtisr Weat WAn e FAURS = QURRISADNG rond,

After the fimal cPJootivo Daa bDoen ofptared they will b
oatadliiaded 1n W vielnity of SAULTAIN.

e 0,0, B4 Bue M.0.0, will plage 9 gootions (8 pe)
&% the 4Aleporal of osch sttaoking Brigads for uas as weajone
of omrmui and 0 form the aldwensod iins of K.0,.00fcnce
1o cover sansolidation of the Iino finally roschod.

Ko will 2 N.0.d0fixon In Septh Sehind Wile
advanced 1ins, anl will kcep A% 1oaat 1 Coy. N DAv.Rescave,

.
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The GCe«ReE, will place 1 Section R.E. and 1 Platoon of
Pionoors at tho disposal of cach attacking Brigedo for such
R«B. work as may bo requirod, the rcmeinder being in roadiness
to movo Torward, &5 NECOSREAIY.

Advancod Drossing Station will be at J.15.C.8.4.,
Main prossing Station will be at I.29.d.9.3.

Div. HeQe will bo at MONCHAUX SUR ECAILLON.

ACKNOWLEDGE «
% A

wﬁ"”
/f 4 W

: / Liout=Colono},
Issuod at 0800, 2 /L/' Gonoral Staff.

Distribution :=-
Copy No. 1. #167th Infantry Brigade.

2« #168th Infantry Brigsde.
3, % 169th Infentry Brigade.
4, »1/6th Cheshiro Rogt.
Be # CeR,A.
Be * CsReBEe
7.i*56th Bls MeG.COrpg.
8. # 568th Div. Bignal Coy.
O *A D M, bc
10. # 'qQ'.
1le ¥ D, A‘P.M-
12¢ ZDeAsDa04Se
13« X58th Div. Train.
14, *A.D.Cs
15.;Ca.mp commandant .
16. 2 2
7. 2nd corps

18..X49th Division.

19. - 4th Division.

20. ¢ 11th Division.

21, ¢4th Cenadian Division.

22. X 52nd Sguadron R.A.F.

23.) iary.
o4, ) lar Diary
25. Flle.

# Maps already 1ssued.
¢ iap herewilth.

X No mep.
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58th Division GeA.191.

ADDEKDUM to S56th DIVISION ORDER Nos 220.
ond November 1918.

Tho loft boundary of tho Division (inoluding 148th Infantry
Brigado attachod) will bo £rom Eel7.0.042¢ = Fol5.deQe2e =
F.11 contrals )
Tho right boundary has been modifiod so ag to include the “!
CEMETERY F.27.Ce748s ontiroly to 11th Division. . v

148th Infantry Brigade, (49th Division) with H.Qrs. at
Je23,be8,8. has boon placod undor tho ordors of G.0.C. 58th
Division for tho operations of 4th November.

It will hold tho front from the FAMARS = QUAROUBLE road
(exolusive) to the left Corps boundary as glven in para. 1 above.

(e). Its task on 4th inst. will be to mop up under & barrago
such part of tho aroca in the trianglo E.30.2.0,0. = F.13.c.
5,20 = Be16e¢ds7.0. a8 has not been already capturod before
Zoro hour.

(b). It will also bo proparod to advanco on left of 56th Divn.
to cepturo ESTREUX in the o¥ont of this Village not bging
attaokod by 4th Can. Divn.

(a). The following mountod troops will be atteched to the
Division i~ ,Q_‘

0.C. Lieut=Colonel HINDHAUGH, Commanding.Two Squadrons #5'0
Australian Light Horso, Ono Coy. New Zealand Cyclists ¥~
quartered at the BOLT FACTORY = THIANT. Nbb'

(b)e 0.C. Mountod Troops will remein in closo touch with

Div. H.Qe. &nd be proparod to move at 1 houra notice
after Zoro hour on 4th inst. L

Tho 18th & 26th Brigedos, R.F.A. are placed at the dispesal
,gﬁ 2§§h Division for forthcoming oporations, meking 8 Arty.Bdes.

The following will bo the Brigades on the flanks of the
Division :=

On right = 33rd Inf. Bde. 11th Divn. = H.Q. QUERENAING.
Oon left = 1lth Can.Inf.Bde. = 4th Can.Divn. = H.Q. K. Bebs 6 (05

B:G8.C. Infentry Brigadecs will arrange for lisison with
nelghbhouring Brigadea ag follows &=
169th Inf,Bde. = with 11th Divn, - (1). At foross=rosas L. 1 b.
2)e. At Comotery F.27\c.
3)s At Cross~rocds F.29.bs
9.2, (LE TALANDIER),
where &.joint rost will
bo ostatlishod.

Liesdison pointe for 168th Inf. Bde. will bo communioatéd‘latef.

An Offlcor of the Divisional Steff will visit H.Qe. of 166th and,
169th and 148th Infantry Frigedes between 1500 and 1800 hours |
on 3rd Novomber to synchronizo watchos. E.G8.Co thoso Brigados |
will arrange to synchronizo with all troops attachod to them
oxcept Artillery. 4 X

Synchronization will also bo carried out at Div, HeQ. 8t 1700
and 2100 hours on 3rd Novembor. Roprosontetivos of the follow~
ing will attend :- .

Celole Tor Ro.TFeA, & otteched Hoavy Arty.
DelieGeCo

CoRoEs

Corps Mcunted Troope attached.




B8e Tho colour of the flaros will be RED.

9., (a)e ™o S.045. Signal of XXIT end of Canadian Corps 1s
RED over GRUEN .over RED.

(). In addition Canedian Corps is using the following light
glgnals i~

O¢Ke = Riflc Gronede =~ GREEN ovor GREINN ovor GRERN

WE ARE HERE = Throu WHITE Vory Lighte in quick succession.

N L

Issuod at 2000. Lieut=Colonel,
Gonoral staff.

10, ACKNOWZEDGE .

Distribution i=

187th Infentry Brigade.
188th Infantry Brigado.
1689th Infantry Brigadc.v/
1/5th choshire Rogte
CeReA.

CeRoEs

56th Bne MeGeCorps.

56th Dive. Signal Coye
AeDaloSe

tht

DeAoPala

DeheDs0ecSe

56th Dive. Train.
A:DoCo

Camp Commandant.

(2 copios).
.
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n Divieion.
C. N RedoFs
Wer Diary copics).
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:8th Infantry Rrigado.
¥XII Corps Nountecd Troops attached H68th Diwn.,
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On ths night Woverbor And/Srd 56th Division reliocved 4
Divi%ion in tho lingc 1692th Infantry Prig wolicrineg 147
rlﬂxﬂ* The Brigade front.wasg £from K.l2.b.6.8.
whore it juinP with 160th Infantry Brigadc on tho
“nd Jonﬂon woro ‘on tho RI ne Faieiton tho L“’T.
LR B3 wWoro in Rosorvo. Brigado H.QJ woro at ifAING

¥ovonboer 5rd.

At about 0830 Novembor 5rd it was rcoportcd that: the snomy

had commonccd to-rotiro. Both Battalions in t lino clogoly
follownd rhnir patrols and by 1% ncon SAULTAIN had. beon occupied.
Brigads HeQ. moved to CAUMONT FARI. nt 1100. As. soon ag SAULTAIN
was in our hands I ordored btho Q.WsR, to halt and reform and the
2nd Londons to continuo the advancc across the wholo Bricado front.
Whon 2nd Londons had roachod the lino FiHD dpn Moulin - F.27.contral
the Q.W.R. wont forward to hold this linc whilst tho 2nd Londons
again pushod forward. Tho L.R,Bs movad to an’ aroca just South of
uAU TATK . Iy final objoctivo for the day was the "RED LINE"

"1 contral - F.23.contral - Fef29.b.5.4. This 1lino was rcachoed
by “nd Londons by 1800 ird instant. Durinc the advanco vory littlo:
onposition was cncountored but whon tho final lino was roachecd
enony iachine Gunse woro active Trom a derelict tank aboub F.29.b.7.8.
and from LE WAL\NDIER. On crdors boing roceivod. that operations woro
to bo continucd on 4th instent, Sho Q.W.R, woro ordgrnd~to nass
through tho 2nd Londons at 0600 4th instant with tho L.R.B. in
support, which battalion was to movo forward by bounds. The Pnd
London Rogt. was to bocomo Brigcads Rosorvo. ’

Tho advanco was made without a barrarc and, aftor some
opposlition from onomy lachino Guns had baon ovorcome, tho Q.Y .R.
entered SUBOURG and by 0915 the village wes revorted cloar of the

: my, ebout B0 prisoncrs romaining in our nands Brigado H.Q.
rﬁvcd to SAULTAIF at 0800. As soon a8 our: LrOOﬂq attemptcd to
continuc their advanco Dast of SEBOURG thoy camc under intonsce sno 31
Hachino Gun end rifls firo from.a lino of rifl: pits about the
goneral -1ino A.lS5.central-and A.21l. Sovsral.attompts wors medo %o
overceme this rosistanco and to turn tho onomy £lanks, bobth without
succoss. I thorcfors docided aftor consulbation with tho G.0.C. .
to halt-on the linc of tho road A,1ld.d.%.2. - A.20.8.6.8. and to
resunc the advancoe noxt wornin: undor & barragsc. Ordors woro issuocd
for the LeR.B. to rolieve the Q.W.R. as 2arly as posgible.  On
rcliof tho Q.W.R. worc. do assgnblﬁ in A.19.4. roady to support
closcly the attack to bo carried out by tho LeR.B. and to carry it
forward if nocessary. 2nd Londons wero to romain in F,24.a & c. and
BadSsbs G dn . Tho Brlgadcs on the RIGHT. and LEFT werc 0 co-oporabo
with my Brigade. .

Rovombcr~5th.,A

The Brigado's objcetivo wag tho hich ground .in.A.16.2 % ¢, an
utnoet linc to be 9stablishﬁd along tho 1ino of .tho sun¥on road in
A18.b. and AJl7.c. Zoro hour was 05.30.

As far as tho mein objo otiv, tho attack was mado unior a
oroecping barrars. : ;

} At an oarly hour ronorts worc roceived that the.! advanco was

procaoding vory woll. I consequontly ordcrsd LeReB. to push on
and offoct the crossing of tho GRARDE EONELLE, but nof to “”ocnpd
furthor than tho Reilwsy in A.18. 2nd A.12.

At 08.30 I roported in ﬂvrson to Divisional- H Qs and inforred
tho G+0.C. of the orders I had ispuol. Briredo H.Q, thon moved
forward to SEBOURG. . o




0730 L.,R.B: wors across tho ANGRDAU River, with
ot Ae17.A3 (Southern ond of ANGREAU) Bast

hoad hud boon ostabli ¢ 10 ituation

Wood
anﬂ
artil
180th Infantry v
line rumming from cross-roads Na

Owing to the-4 bion on my L:ft Ilar
L.R.Be to.halt Tor: a Pagt of ANGREAU w
“h” L.R«B. displayc cat cnorgy ;

Gge. into action succoedod in
north of ANGRE! ing h considor )]

Qe W.R, me closo-Bunport cof L,R<Bs to sunlkon roads
4,16.b« and 7 but werc hoavily shollced and withdrow ono
Company from tho H. portion of above road to
whoro thoy dug in.

ond Londons woro pasgsced over the A
ths vicinity of HOUVE AU :-\‘HDE as Brigad ¢

During thc lator part of tho day the situstion on our loft
improved touch boing qff;phkd in’ wWLT.d.

In proparation for. tho rcsurfption o tho advango on 6th
instant I orderod 2nd Londons to talo i half of

the L.R.B, front thus nuttlr, tho Brig an, on a 2 Rattalion front

Tho Q.WeRe rsomainod in. thoir JOSitlona noar ¥NOUVEZAU MHONDI.

voubhcr 6th,

3 he joctivo was I IGNIES and Zoro hour . .was
“nd Londons athe A tho RIGHT qnd > LR
the Brigades cn the flanks sttacking simultanoously.
A crooping barrags wes arrangod 0 procodo tho Infantry as
far as the lst objectivo - the Sunkon Road A.12.d. and A«l8.De.
aftor which tho artillery:was to: cngags sclcetod points from

,\,”hlﬂh rog 1stﬂr”" W8 GXD o¥q A

1 the river shortly .aftor Zoro and
vory 0013¢d2r vbl3. cnermy onposition on the E
cd tk"l“ O A2 A
wohod “I%ﬁ 05 A€(§$-*¢s als ﬂiﬂ & munber
of troops of tho 2nd Lonﬂon which battalion
DOqinlON in tho Boils ds Boasufort. The .onpmy r¢]11“ﬂ r~
ond as Soon as our htroops had r hod tho peints beforo montion:
thoy worc hoavily countorattackecd both from the. front .and .also
"by pertios of tho onomy whe had romained under covor in the B
de Boaucort during our advancw and.cur troops wors driven back
to their original Jumping off linoc. The L,R.E.,suffﬁrhﬁ
considorablo casualties frOm onomy. Machino CGung in ANGRE, 'A.11.
and A.6.d. both during tho advanco and -during tho countorattack
uring thé countcrattack our r L;lomnn and Lowis Gunners
word affordod oxcollont targets and it is statod that many
ongmy wore accountod for. -A party of 40 C.R. of tho 2nd Lo
hold on tec a'position in a doop diteh in the Boias do Beaufort

ad

about A.18.contral aftcor the romailndor of tho battalion had beon

forcod back. Thia party was not able to maintain its position
owing tc being practically surroundcd by. tho ocnomy, bu
ovontudlly succcodod in fighting its way through and rejoining
Battalion. : ; i
- Tho GRANDE HOKNELLE was found te bo I
fordable cvorywhoro but the banks arc very s the Beat
bank deninating the Wost. The onomy held strons positions slon
ths East bank on a gonoral line 50, vards from the RIVER

80 nridoncrs werc capturcd East.of tho rivsor but whon
tho countorattack dovolopod only 20 consentod to go becl:
our 1linecs..the romainder hositating or refusing.
latter many woro killed or wounded. ;

In viov of tho ginoral situstion I decideod to halt on
tho original Jumping off line. This linoc was handod ovor to




167th Infantry Brigoado on night Nove r 6/7th my Battalions

Ty

noving back to SEBOURG.

asualtios llod undcd issging
{liove 1=7th ( 0 O.R. O, __’).P:_._
both
\

inclusivo)

ond I
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56th DIVISION ORDER No. 221.

3rd Novenber 1918.

Ref. 1/40,000 sheots H1A & 5l.

1. The advanco 1s to bo rosunmed to-iorrow towards the BAVAI -
HENSIES road, wldch is to bo the finel objoctive of the rrosont
phano.

189th Infantry Brigede will ronain on tho ripht of the

3

Divieional front and 128th Infantry Brigedo on the loft.
The infantry advance will comnence at 0600 hours.

1st bound. Fhe hig' ground on tho line A.21 centpral =
A.l5 oontfal = A.9 contral, securing txe
crossings of tiro AUNELLE Rivor.

2nd bound. %o secure two crossings of LA GRANDE HONNELLE
rivor botween B.13.¢,0.0, and a point sbout
1500 yards K. of ANGRE.

With reference to 56th Dive G.A.222 of this date, the artillcry
now in position will cover the infantry ecross the AUNELLE River.

For the advance beyond this, the following artillory will be
Placed directly wnder F.Ge.C. Infentry Brigades :=~

168th Inf, Bde, = 281 ReFeAeBdo,

3 S ag B Eda
X d'Thg;%ggéghxgg'oggg?g %ﬁ%§-°¥§§l'ﬁg:3§§g°tly under the CeR.A,
4 Yé T :ado Will retiain fn'nf¥ﬁl. Roperve and will

th Infangggﬁﬁrigado w

move to AULMOY at 0800 tomorrow.

Attention 45 called to 55th Div. G.A.222 of this dato re
novenont on roade. :

It will be proparcd for a further advanco during tho day.

The CeReEs will placo 1 Soction R.E. and 1 Platoon of
Ptonoors at tho disposal of ocach Bdo, in the 1line with 8 view to
n;sisting tho infantry to cross the AUNELLE and GRANDE HONNELLE
Rivors.

He will arrango to throw bridgos suitablo for artillory over
thoeo rivors, and ropeir roads whero demagod.

The 0.Ce 56th Div, M.G.En, will keop the 2 Soctidis now
attached to oach Brigade in the line under their orders, and, with
the remainder of his battalion and attached Companios of 102nd
MeGoBn., will arrango to establish M,G. dofonco in dopth for
each bound,

Tho Mounted Troops attached to the Division, if they havo not
elready socured tho crossings of the AUNELLE Rivor, will continuo
the edvanco at 0530 houps and rake them 0040 ATIDTE

Thoy will thon push forward towards EA/HOHNELEE Rivor and feel
rg: tho cneny, with & viow to securing tho cronsings over that
strosan.

Thoy will forward their roports to the joint Rde. H,Q. at
SAULTAIN. .

The southorn Div, Boundery is oxztended forward fron A4,17.4.0,0
= A-1403’.0.°o il Anlso&.gggn
Tho inter-brigade boundery will run from F.o3 contral -
A.14'd-°uon b A016-b.3.7n i Ao11'd54050 = A.12 contral -
B.zld'z.s.

/10,




‘

’
4

The advance will be general, but each Divimion will act
indepondently.

Brigados will carry out the advance with vigour and
tonporary ogporition will Yo pronptly brushed aside, so as to
deny the oneny the oppertwnity of settling down in organized
rosjitions,.

The principle of exploiting soft apotas will be carricd
out by Brigades.

The inter-brigade and Divisipnal Eoundarion will not be
taken as restricting tactical movements,

168th and 169th Infantry Brigades will eptablich their
Bdo. H.Q, by 0800 heurs to~nmorrew in SAULTAIN.

Div., H,Q. will opon et FAMARS at 1000 hours to-morrow and
cloge at MONCHAUX at tho samo lhour, °

ACKWOWLEDGE «

m‘tkau e

}41 Tieut- Colonel,

Iapglod at Goneral Staff.

o List 'C' less 148th Inf.Pde., 49th Divn.
102nd M,.G«Bns, D.A.D.VeSs and Divs Reception Camp.




In Memocy Of
Sereant

A AKYTE
Serdce Number: 554556

16t Bn, London Regiment (Queen's Westminster Rifles) who died on 04 November 1918

Remembered with Honouwr
VALENCENNES (ST, ROCH) COMMUNAL CEMETERY
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ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Decoration granted under Army Order 20 of 1918k

+ | Record of disposal

REMARKS.

| (a) If non-effecti
(b) If transferr

(c) If forfeite

+ se, etc.

Present Regtl
and Unit.
—Cause.

..Jones,

Jordsn,

Keep.,...
King,
Knight,

..... Kytise,

........ H.adh.e

Original. = Sheet 8.

{a) Presented.
(b) Despatched

(c) Taken into
Stock.

I certify that according to the Official Records the individuals named in this ROLL

are entitled to the Decoration as detailed above.
f.

N
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Medal Index Roll Entry
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THEIR NAME LIVETH i OR EVERMORE

19391945
CECLL-BUND Y EREC.S

Serjeant Cecil Bundy Royal Corps of Signals

Son of George and Elizabeth Bundy, of Tilshead, Wiltshire; husband of Dorothy Kitty
Bundy nee Sartain, of Southampton.

Cecil was born 22 Nov 1910 in Tilshead with his birth registered in Amesbury in Jan
1911 Birth Register Volume: 5a Page: 133 refers

He was baptised on 22 Jan 1911 in Tilshead.
Page D3

l BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish of Tils koaut

] in the County of Willskire in the Year 16}"?‘?/: Vol
When Child’s Parent’s Name. Quality, Trade, By whom the
: b Abode. or Ceremony
Baptized.  [Christian Name. Christian. Simamio. Profession. was performed.
18 g
gragl P /8 M&(47
2. .
%419

The 1911 Census records the following Bundy family members living in Tilshead (all
born Tilshead except Elizabeth):

e George Bundy 43 b 20 Aug 1867 d 1940
e Elizabeth Bundy (nee Neil)42 b 30 Mar 1867 Southampton d 1957



Page 200.
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R PTey e
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e William Bundy 18 b 1893
e Percy Bundy 14 b 1897

e Linda Bundy 12 b 1899

e Leslie Bundy 8 b 1903

e Freda Bundy 3 b 1908

e Cecil Bundy 4/12 b 1910

e James Bundy 59 b 1852 (George’s elder brother an Army Pensioner (15 Bn
Prince Consort’'s Own Rifle Brigade possibly served circa 1871-1876)

e (2 other children were born to George and Elizabeth who were still living in 1911
but not at the family address in 1911. Was one Lilian C Bundy b 5 Jun 1892 who
appears on 1939 Register?)

Cecil married Dorothy Kitty Sartain in 1937 — Registered in Amesbury. Marriage
Register Record Volume: 5A Affiliate Line Number: 78 refers

Dorothy was born 19 Feb 1916 and her death was registered on 1st Nov 2000 in
Salisbury

They had a daughter
e Cecily RK Bundy b 1938

1939 Register shows Dorothy living with Mother Kate Sartain (b 18 Sep 1884) Brother-
in-Law Percy Bundy (b 13 Sep 1896) and the blacked-out record is probably Cecily all
living in Queen St, Tilshead, Wiltshire.

Also, a separate 1939 Register entry shows George, Elizabeth and Lilian C Bundy living
in the High St, Tilshead.

Service Record

2319902 Serjeant Cecil Bundy served with the Hong Kong Signal Company Royal
Corps of Signals. | would assume that holding the rank of Sergeant/Serjeant he
enlisted before the war and was then posted to Hong Kong. His service record will
confirm when he enlisted.




Cecil’s actual service record is still subject to 100-year disclosure and privacy rules.
You can apply for a copy of someone else’s service records if any of the following apply:

e you’re their immediate next of kin, for example their spouse or parent
e you’ve got consent from their immediate next of kin

e you have a general research interest - you’ll only have access to limited
information, unless they died more than 25 years ago

You need to know the person’s full name, date of birth and service number.
There are 2 forms to fill out and a £30 cost.
https://www.gov.uk/get-copy-military-service-records/apply-for-someone-elses-records

The Battle of Hong Kong (8—25 December 1941), also known as the Defence of Hong
Kong and the Fall of Hong Kong, was one of the first battles of the Pacific War in World
War Il. On the same morning as the attack on Pearl Harbor, forces of the Empire of
Japan attacked the British Crown colony of Hong Kong, without declaring war against
the British Empire. The Hong Kong garrison consisted of British, Indian and Canadian
units, also the Auxiliary Defence Units and Hong Kong Voluntary Defence Corps.

The Japanese attack began shortly after 08:00 on 8 December 1941 (Hong Kong Time),
four hours after the Attack on Pearl Harbor (difference in time and date is due to the day
shift that occurs because of the International Date Line). Commanded by Major-General
Christopher Maltby, British, Canadian, Indian, as well as the local Hong Kong Chinese
Regiment, and the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps, resisted the Japanese attack
by the Japanese 21st, 23rd and the 38th Regiments (Lieutenant General Takashi Sakai)
but were outnumbered nearly four to one (Japanese, 50,000; Allied, 14,000) and lacked
their opponents' recent combat experience. The colony had no significant air defence
assets and Hong Kong also lacked adequate naval defences; the destroyers were to
withdraw to Singapore Naval Base.

By the afternoon of 25 December 1941, it was clear that further resistance would be
futile and British colonial officials headed by the Governor of Hong Kong, Sir Mark
Aitchison Young, surrendered in person at the Japanese headquarters on the third floor
of the Peninsula Hong Kong Hotel. This was the first occasion on which a British Crown
Colony had surrendered to an invading force. The garrison had held out for 17 days.
This day is known in Hong Kong as "Black Christmas".


https://www.gov.uk/get-copy-military-service-records/apply-for-someone-elses-records

Cecil Bundy is recorded as being captured on 25

Dec 1941
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Cecil was initially held with others from his Company in the Sham Shui Po POW Camp.

Sham Shui Po Barracks was a British Army facility built in the 1920s in the Sham Shui
Po area of Kowloon, Hong Kong. The base was bounded by Fuk Wa Street, then to the
east by Yen Chow Street and to the west by Tonkin Street and Camp Street.

The buildings on one side were known as Hankow Barracks, and the other Nanking
Barracks. There was a large parade ground. Smaller buildings were later added, and
the large Jubilee Buildings were constructed as married quarters.

During World War Il, the Imperial Japanese Army used it as a POW camp for British,
Indian and Canadian soldiers. This was the main POW Camp in Hong Kong, operating
from before the British surrendered the Colony, to the Japanese surrender. By the latter
date, it was the only POW facility operating in Hong Kong, bar the hospital at the
Central British School (now King George V School). Many POWs died here, especially
in the diphtheria epidemic of 1942, and all shipments of POWSs to Japan left from Sham
Shui Po's Bamboo Pier.




Cecil was transported from Hong Kong

POW Hospital Camp Ichioka (Itchioka).

on the infamous Japanese cargo liner the
‘Lisbon Maru’. He survived it’s sinking then sadly died of bacillary dysentery at Osaka
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The Lisbon Maru was a Japanese cargo liner built at Yokohama in 1920 for a Japanese
shipping line. During World War 11, the ship became an armed troopship. On her final
voyage, Lisbon Maru was being used to transport POW between Hong Kong and Japan
when it was torpedoed on 1 October 1942, sinking with a loss of over 800 British lives.

On her final voyage she was carrying, in addition to 700 Japanese Army personnel,
1,816 British and Canadian prisoners of war captured after the Battle of Hong Kong in
December 1941. The POWSs were held in "appalling conditions ... [those] at the bottom
of the hold ... showered by the diarrhea of sick soldiers above".

On 1 October 1942, the ship was torpedoed by the submarine USS Grouper. The
Japanese troops were evacuated from the ship, but the POWSs were not; instead, the
hatches were battened down above them and they were left on the listing ship. After 24
hours it became apparent that the ship was sinking, and the POWSs were able to break
through the hatch covers. Some were able to escape from the ship before it sank. The
ladder from one of the holds to the deck failed, and the Royal Artillery POWs in the hold
could not escape; they were last heard singing "It's a Long Way to Tipperary". Survivors
reported that Japanese guards first fired on the POWs who reached the deck; and that
other Japanese ships used machine guns to fire at POWs who were in the water. Later,
however, after some Chinese fishermen started rescuing survivors, the Japanese ships
also rescued survivors.

The British government insisted that over 800 of these men died either directly as a
result of the sinking, or were shot or otherwise killed by the Japanese while swimming
away from the wreck. The ship was not marked to alert Allied forces to the nature of its



passengers. The Japanese Government insisted that British prisoners were in fact not
deliberately killed by Japanese soldiers and criticised the British statement.
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Detail from The Hong Kong Signal Company account

Before dawn on 1 October 1942 off the small islands at the eastern extremity of the
Zhoushan archipelago near Shanghai, Lieutenant Commander Rob Roy MacGregor,
United States Navy, commanding the submarine USS Grouper, spotted a perfect
target—a Japanese freighter of about 7,000 tons. Having delayed his attack until just
after daylight, MacGregor fired a first salvo of three torpedoes; all missed. A fourth hit
the freighter’s stern and she hove to. Sometime later, seeing that she was not sinking,
MacGregor fired a fifth torpedo and then a sixth, which also missed. Grouper had now
been spotted, however, and under attack she made a run for safety.

The freighter was the SS Lisbon Maru, a 22-year-old general cargo ship converted to
carry a human cargo. On board were 1,834 prisoners of war from Hong Kong and 780
Japanese soldiers.

Japan had attacked Hong Kong on 8 December 1941. After 17 days of hard fighting the
garrison surrendered on Christmas Day—for the first time, a British colony had been
captured and a little under 11,000 men went into captivity on or near the island. Early in
1942, the Japanese reorganised the prisoners, with those of the British Army being
imprisoned in Sham Shui Po Barracks in Kowloon. Officers were moved to Argyle Street
Camp, also in Kowloon, in April 1942, along with some men to act as cooks and
batmen. Amongst the prisoners in Sham Shui Po were the men of the Hong Kong
Signal Company.

When the battle began, the Company numbered seven officers and 178 other ranks. Its
efforts during the battle, which were highly praised, were greatly added to by a section
from the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, numbering 33 all ranks, which supported ‘C’
Force, the Canadian contingent. Additionally, support was provided by the signalers of
the locally raised Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Force Fortress Signal Company and
Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Force Signals. The diary compiled by the Chief Signals
Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Eustace Levett, describes in detail the work done by the
Company during the fighting and it is clear that it contributed materially to the battle. For
their services during the defence of Hong Kong Lieutenant Colonel Levett would be
awarded the OBE, Lieutenant Spong earned an MBE, Sergeant Charles Page and
Corporal James Stott were awarded the Military Medal and Signalman Colin Hodgson
was mentioned in dispatches.

Needing labour to support the war economy at home, the Japanese planned to move
prisoners from Hong Kong to Japan in the summer of 1942. The first transportation of
620 men left on board the SS Shi Maru on 4 September. The second transportation was
scheduled for the end of the month.
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In late September 1942, 1,834 men were moved to the docks to board the freighter
Lisbon Maru; this contingent included three officers and 126 other ranks from the Hong
Kong Signal Company, including Sgt Cecil Bundy. On 26 September, 780 Japanese
soldiers, including some wounded men, boarded the ship and she sailed the next day.
Conditions on board for the prisoners were grim—the holds were cramped, the air was
hot and foul, food was minimal, and diseased men went untreated. Diptheria broke out
after a few days at sea and the few medical supplies available soon ran out. Hugging
the coast, the ship sailed north until on 1 October it was in the East China Sea about 20
miles off the Zhoushan archipelago.

On the evening after it had been hit while under tow to shallower water, the ship began
to list, and a Japanese destroyer and another cargo ship took off most of the Japanese
soldiers and crew. The hatches to the holds had been battened down and the prisoners
were left to their fate as the Lisbon Maru settled by the stern. The following morning the
ship listed further, and men began to break out of the hold, only to be confronted by
guards willing to shoot them down. The guards were soon overpowered, and the men
took to the sea. Land could be seen in the distance—the Dongji Islands—and those that
could struck out, taking hours to swim the four miles or so to land. Some were picked up
by Chinese fishing boats that had set out from the island when they were told the
swimmers were British. Later in the day some men were picked up by Japanese boats.



It was on 2 October that Signalman Topliff, who had managed to swim to the islands,
acted most bravely. The currents along the islands’ weather shores were strong and the
waves battered the shoreline with considerable force. Topliff saw that another survivor
was unable to reach shore and was being taken out to sea by a change in the current.
Although exhausted, and at considerable risk, he went back into the water and rescued
an officer of the Middlesex Regiment, Captain Christopher Man.

Eight hundred and twenty-eight men died when the Lisbon Maru sank or in trying to
swim to safety or were murdered in the water by the Japanese. One officer and 49
Royal Signals soldiers died, among them were Sergeant Page and Corporal Stott, who
would never hear that they had been rewarded for their gallantry during the battle; all
are commemorated on the Sai Wan Memorial in Hong Kong.

The survivors from the Lisbon Maru, including Cecil, were taken by the Japanese to
Shanghai before sailing again for Japan and captivity. Forty-four men, those too sick to
be moved and men detailed to look after them, were left behind in Shanghai. Sixteen of
these men died, including two soldiers of the Corps—Corporal Joseph Watts and
Signalman William Newbold, whose ashes were buried in Woosung (Wusong)
Cemetery; they were reinterred in Yokohama War Cemetery in 1946.

Seventy-nine survivors from the Signal Company, including Cecil, finally arrived in
Japan and went to work in Osaka as stevedores in the port; most remained there,
although some were moved to other camps in the region. A further 23 men were
brought to Japan on other transports. Sadly 17 men including Cecil, did not see the end
of the war; their ashes are interred in Yokohama War Cemetery. Two others died in an
air crash after their release in 1945.



were killed in action, died of wounds or died in captivity.

Official Date of Death: 28 Oct 1942 aged 37 (Cecil was actually 32 born in 1910)
Probate Date: 12 Jun 1946 Winchester, Hampshire, England, United Kingdom
Beneficiary's Name: Dorothy Kitty Bundy

Ashes interred & commemorated at YOKOHAMA WAR CEMETERY Brit. Sec. L. D. 4.

Personal Inscription. JUST GONE FROM SIGHT A LITTLE WHILE OUR LOVED ONE
IN GOD'S KEEPING

War Medal 39-45 and 39-45 Star



In Memory Of
Serjeant

CECIL BUNDY

Senice Number: 2319902

Royal Corps of Signals who died on 28 October 1942 Age 37

Son of Georpe and Elizabeth Bundy, of Tiishead, Wiitshire; husband of Dorothy Kitty Bundy, of Tilshead.

JUST GONE FROM SIGHT ALITTLE WHILE OUR LOVED ONE IN GOD'S KEEPING
Remembered with Honour

YOKOHAMA WAR CEMETERY
Bit Sec L.D.4.
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GUNNER PERCY SAWYER CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Service Number: 40016
HQ 1st Brigade Canadian Field Artillery
Attested Valcartier 23 September 1914

Died 21 October 1914 by being accidentally dragged by horse at Westdown North
Camp

Age 19 years old — Born 4™ June 1891 Rickmansworth Herts
Next of Kin - Brother Thomas Sawyer Stonehall Lodge, Oxted, Surrey
Son of John and Sarah Sawyer.



GUNNER WALTER PENDLETON CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

43191 GUNNER
W.. PENDLETON -

GCANADIANFIELD ARTILLERY
i [ NOVEMBER 214

Service Number: 43171

Driver 1t Heavy Battery Canadian Field Artillery
Born 11 June 1890 Montreal, Quebec

Attested Valcartier 24 September 1914

Died 09 November 1914 Not being of sound mind committed suicide in Westdown
Camp North.

Next of Kin - Walter Pendleton/ Mrs N Gagnon 126 Cathedral St, Montreal



PRIVATE CHARLES MATTHEWS CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

T PRIVATE - -
[ ATTHEWS

=DIGATS CORPS
EMBERS 1914

)

Service Number: 33217

2" Field Ambulance Canadian Army Medical Corps
Born 22 Feb 1892 East India

Civilian Employment - Crane Operator

Resident of Hamilton Ontario

Attested 23 September 1914 Valcartier

Died 11 December 1914 Fitting out old stone house on Lavington to Pond Farm Road,
lifting an old door he fell down an old well underneath the door.

Next of Kin Brother Fred Matthews 39 Kinrades Ave, Hamilton



FLYING OFFICER DANIEL PERCY CRITTALL ROYAL AIR FORCE

Service Number: 41559 - 225 Squadron Royal Air Force

On 11 October 1939 225 Squadron was reformed at Odiham, equipped with Westland
Lysanders. 225 Squadron were based at RAF Tilshead between the 1st of July 1940
and the 29th of July 1941. The unpaved airfield was open from 1925 until 1941.

Daniel died aged 24 when his
Lysander Il R9128 aircraft crashed at
Old Sarum on the 21st of October
1940. The official report states - At
12.25 hrs the plane crashed on take-
off killing the Pilot Flying Officer
41559 Daniel Percy Crittal and
Sergeant 625563 William Batson who =
was the aircraft Wireless Operator and Air Gunner

Daniel was the son of Holroyd Berrington Crittall and Ethel Lily Crittall and husband of
Mary Marjorie Crittall, of Liverpool.

Personal Inscription:

DEARLY LOVED BY HIS WIFE MARY MARJORIE AND ETHEL, HOLROYD AND
BETTY



PIONEER WALTER GILBERT FORD

Birth registered 1s* Qtr 1893 in Amesbury — Birth Register Volume 5a Page 162 refers
Death registered in 4" Qtr (Oct) 1918 in Amesbury — Death Register Volume 5a Page
363 refers

Recorded in the 1911 Census as an Assistant Blacksmith living with:

Father - Walter Ford aged 43 born Tilshead. Occupation: Blacksmith

Mother - Kate Alice Ford aged 44 born Salisbury

Sister - Alice Irene Ford aged 16 born Tilshead

Brother - Henry Heator Ford aged 8 born Tilshead

Service Number 254951 Walter Ford Royal Engineers is recorded as enlisting on 1 Oct
1916. His civilian trade is then recorded as being an ‘electrician’s assistant’. He was
attested 1 Mar 1917 in Croydon and was posted on 7 Mar 1917 to the Royal Engineers.
He undertook a medical on 22 Mar Wrest Park Camp, Silsoe Near Hitchin and was
Classified C2 — Labour Corps.

His Labour Corps Service Number was 337119 and he was posted on 4 Aug 1917 to
589 Coy Labour Corps and then on 13 Apr 1918 was posted 338 (HS) Labour Corps
Works Coy

Discharged 17 July 1918 as a consequence of Infantile paralysis wasting of left leg —
which was 4 inches shorter than right. Aged 9 he fell off his bike which clearly resulted
in a severe injury to his left leg.

His Pension record card shows he died on 20 November 1918 after he had been
discharged. His pension record records ‘Died of Decease’ (was this Spanish Flu)?

November 1918 saw instances of influenza and suspected Spanish Flu in the village,
indeed the Thomas a Becket School history records only 18 children attended school in
that month so it was closed until the health of the local population improved.

At the time of his death his parents were then living at 2 Mill Cottage Tilshead.

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Grave Commission registered grave in the
Tilshead Cemetery even though he was not ‘in service’ at the time of his sad death.
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