Seend

Bankruptcy Hearing of John Batch Sheppard

John Walker v John Batch Sheppard. The defendant in this case was formerly an innkeeper at Seend,
where he failed last year and subsequently petitioned the court as an insolvent debtor. His petition
however was dismissed, and hence the present action. Mr Walker (who is a draper in Devizes) said he
had ascertained that at the very time the defendant was running up a bill at his shop, for expensive
articles of dress (such as French merino at 3s 11d a yard) he was totally insolvent, and had given a bill of
sale upon all his property to his brother. He felt therefore that the defendant was not entitled to any
consideration at his hands.

His Honour put several questions to the insolvent, which were answered in anything but a satisfactory
way.

The result was an order for his committal to prison for 14 days (but to be suspended for a week) on the
ground that he had not given a statement of the manner and circumstances under which he had
contracted the debt to the satisfaction of the Judge.
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