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Main Characters Involved in the Rode Hill House Murder  
29th-30th June 1860 

 
Below is a table of those persons most closely connected to the Murder, Investigation and Trial in 
what came to be known as the Rode Hill House Murder.  These include members of the family, police 
personnel, court personnel, staff of the house, villagers and witnesses. 
 

 

Surname 
Given 
Names 

Age Occupation Residence 
Relationship 

to Victim 
Notes 

Alloway John 18 Odd Job Boy    

Benger Thomas 46 Farmer North Bradley   

Cox Sarah 22 Housemaid Road Hill House   

Dallimore Eliza 47 Police Searcher Trowbridge   

Dallimore William 40 Police Constable Trowbridge   

Doel Emily 14 
Assistant 
Nursemaid 

  
 

Dunn William 30 Solicitor 
Frome, 
Somerset 

 
 

Edlin Peter 40 Barrister 
Bristol, 
Gloucestershire 

 
 

Foley John 64 Superintendent Trowbridge   

Fricker James 40 Plumber & Glazier Road   

Gough Elizabeth 22 Nursemaid Road Hill House   

Hatherill Louisa 15 Farmer’s Daughter 
Oldbury-on-the-
Hill, 
Gloucestershire 

 
 

Heritage Henry  Police Constable Southwick   

Holcombe James 49 
Gardener, Groom 
& Coachman 

   

Holcombe Mary  Charwoman    

Holley Hester 55 Washerwoman    

Holley Martha 17    
Daughter 
of Hester 
Holley 

Kent Constance 16  Road Hill House Half Sister  

Kent Elizabeth 28  Road Hill House Half Sister  
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Kent Eveline 1  Road Hill House Sister  

Kent Mary 40  Road Hill House Mother 
Second 
Wife 

Kent 
Mary 
Amelia 

5  Road Hill House Sister  

Kent Mary Ann 29  Road Hill House Half Sister  

Kent Samuel 59 
Sub Inspector of 
Factories 

Road Hill House Father  

Kent Saville 3  Road Hill House Victim  

Kent William 14  Road Hill House Half Brother  

Kerslake Sarah 23 Cook Road Hill House   

Ludlow 
Henry 
Gaisford 
Gibbs 

50 

Landowner, 
Magistrate for 
Wiltshire & Deputy 
Lieutenant for 
Somerset 

Westbury  

 

Mallam Benjamin  Physician 
Frome, 
Somerset 

 
 

Meredith  63 
Captain, Chief 
Constable of 
Wiltshire 

Devizes  
 

Millet Stephen 55 Butcher    

Moody Emma 15 
Wool Worker’s 
Daughter 

Warminster  
 

Moon Joe 39 Tilemaker    

Morgan James 56 
Baker & Parish 
Constable 

  
 

Nutt William 36 Shoemaker    

Oliver Daniel 49 
Assistant 
Gardener 

  
 

Parsons Joshua 45 Surgeon 
Beckington, 
Somerset 

 
 

Peacock Edward 39 
Reverend, 
Perpetual Curate 
of Christ Church 

  
 

Pollaky Ignatius 31 
Private Enquiry 
Agent 

  
 

Rodway Rowland 46 Solicitor Trowbridge   

Saunders Thomas  
Magistrate & 
Former Barrister 

Bradford-on-
Avon 

 
 

Silcox Anna 76 
Retired Monthly 
Nurse 

  
 

Slack William  Solicitor  Bath, Somerset   

Stancomb John 45 

Wool 
Manufacturer, 
Magistrate for 
Wiltshire 

Trowbridge  

 

Stancomb William 48 

Wool 
Manufacturer, 
Magistrate for 
Wiltshire & Deputy 
Lieutenant for 
Wiltshire 

Trowbridge  

 

Stapleton Joseph 45 Surgeon Trowbridge   

Sylvester George 71 
Surgeon & County 
Coroner 

Trowbridge  
 

Tanner Richard 29 
Detective 
Sergeant 
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Urch Alfred 33 Police Constable Road   

Watts James  Police Sergeant 
Frome, 
Somerset 

 
 

Whicher Jonathan 45 
Detective 
Inspector 

  
 

Williamson 
Frederick 
Adolphus 

29 
Detective 
Sergeant 

  
 

Wolfe Francis 48 Superintendent Devizes   

 


