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UHITED STATES

Labos Michigan

From Fittleton to Ontario

The following is a copy of a letter sent to his father, in respect of his state in America, by Thomas Kent
who emigrated from Fittleton in November 1835.

Deawr Father.

This comes withy our kind love to- yow, hoping to-find yow all well; as it leaves us
at present; we awe landed safe and well pleased with the country; we had o very
long passage; and was 9 weeks onvthe sea; I was not sick myself but Eliga was 3
weeks; Richowd and Joames were very well: I have teww dollars per month, and
my boowd, and a house to-live in; Eligow cowv eawvv one dollowr per week for
plotting; I hawe my wages by cash; I mean to-stop atwelvemontivhere. I shall
then go-160 miles fouther onto-buy land: canv buy 100 acres for 25 dollawrs. 1
v 600 miles from Quebec, the saume distonce from New York. Wheat is one
dolar and o quarter per bushel. Spirity is very cheap. Beef and Muttow 2d per
W; dried baconw 5d-per . Linen about the same price as i England; flannel
very deow.

Give our love to-all our brothers and sisters. Give our love to-Eliga’s father and
mother, brothery and sisters; tell thew she iy very happy; tell thew we shall bes
happy to-see them invthis plentiful country. We want for nothing herve. I shall
be happy to- see my father, brothers and sisters if yow come - come by New York;
we was thrree weeks coming from Quebec to-Hambleton; if we had come by New
York we shouwld come in'5 or 6 days.
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Williowm Munday s one mile from us; we drinks tea together every Sunday. We
are 42 miles from Niagowo. Tell any one that want to-come; not to-deloyy the
time: whew yow come bring some riphooks; yow come as soow as yow can please
let me know whew yow are coming.

A Tradesmouv cov do-well here: av cawpenter has one dollow per day, and boawd;
a blacksmitivs wages is very highi. A shoemaker cawnveanrr from 6 to-8 shillings
per day and av labowring mowv's reguldow wages is £30 per yeaw and his boawd.
Whew thisy comes please to-let Elizavs mother see the letter. Tell Williocuw
Munday's father and mother that they ave all well, and well pleased with the
country; tell them Williouw is going to- send, inv about o month. Yow divect to-1,

Thos Kent, Middle Road, township of Nelsonw neaw the head of Lecontireal, Novtiv
Americo. Upper Canado.

Please give: my best respects to-Mr T Bates for the kindness; and likewise all the
gentlemen of Fittleton parish.

I hawve no-move to- say at present, so-here remaing;,
Yowr beloved Sow
Thomas Kent

This s my ownw hand writing - Thos Kent, October 2nd 1836

Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 1 December 1836

OPC Notes

Since Thomas mentions Mr. Bates and the gentlemen of the parish of Fittleton and that the date of
this letter is 1836, it is possible that Thomas and his family were amongst the party of 14 paupers who
were given assisted passage by the parish to Upper Canada between 1835-1837 as published in
tables from the Poor Law Commissioners Annual Reports for the period. William Munday, also
mentioned in the letter, may have been another of those assisted.

A marriage took place on 13 October at Netheravon of Thomas Kent of Fittleton and Eliza Carter of
Netheravon - Could this be the Thomas Kent and Eliza named in this letter?
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