Durrington War Graves

Lest we Forget

World War I

7017 PRIVATE

W. HUMPHREYS

7TH BN. AUSTRALIAN INF.

19TH MARCH, 1917 Age 35

In Memory Of The
Loved Brother Of [sabella
Of Melbourne

Commonwealth War Graves Headstone for Pte W. Humphreys is located in Grave Plot # 225

of Durrington War Graves Cemetery

©Wiltshire OPC Project/Cathy Sedgwick/2014


http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_bRoc6snu6v4/TNw1AWr1dvI/AAAAAAAABVQ/-pzx_PB4MJU/s1600/remembrance-day-poppy.jpg

William Humphreys

William Humphreys was born around 1882 at Collingwood, Melbourne, Victoria to parents Henry and
Mary Humphreys. He was a 36 year old, single, Cook from 14 Sydney Street, Collingwood, Victoria
when he enlisted on 23" October, 1916 with the 7t Infantry Battalion, 23" Reinforcements of the
Australian Army (A.LF.). His service number was 7017 & his religion was Church of England. His next
of kin was listed as his sister — Mrs B. Fromer of 14 Sydney Street, Collingwood, Victoria (parents
were deceased). William stated on his Attestation Papers that he had previously been rejected as
unfit to serve due to a hernia which had since been operated on.

Pte William Humphreys embarked from Melbourne on HMAT Hororata (A20) on 23" November,
1916 & disembarked at Plymouth, England on 29" January, 1917.

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units
in England. Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of
Wiltshire.

Private William Humphreys was admitted to Fargo Military Hospital on 18 March, 1917 with
concussion.

Private William Humphreys died at 5.25 a.m. on 19" March at Fargo Military Hospital, Wiltshire from
Injuries — Concussion of the Brain.

A Coroner’s Court was held at Fargo Military Hospital on 22" March, 1917. Coroner F. H. Trethowan,
Esq. enquired into the cause of death. The Court found that death was due to concussion of the

brain, caused by his being accidently knocked down by a car driven by Arthur Sydney Hughes. (See
below)

A death for William Humphreys, aged 36, was registered in the March quarter, 1917 in the district of
Amesbury, Wiltshire.

Private William Humphreys was given a Military Funeral and buried on 24" March, 1917 at
Durrington Cemetery, Wiltshire — Plot number 225. He has a Commonwealth War Graves
Commission headstone.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private William Humphries — service number 7017
as being 35 years old & served with 7" Battalion Australian Infantry. He was the son of Henry and
Mary Humphreys.
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Court Of Inquiry into Death of Pte William Humphreys held 22 November, 1917
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Private W. Humphreys is commemorated in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area at the
Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 50.
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Roll Of Honour WW1 Australian War Memorial Canberra, Australia

Pte W. Humphreys was entitled to British War Medal only as he had not entered a Theatre of War. A
Memorial Scroll & Memorial Plague were also sent to Pte Humphreys’s eldest sister (nearest blood
relative) — Mrs B. Fromer (November, 1921 & November, 1922).

Isabella Fromer, sister of late Pte William Humphreys applied for a War Pension was this was rejected
on the grounds of “Relationship and dependence unproved”.

(67 pages of Pte William Humphreys’ Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives of
Australia website).

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) &
National Archives
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Newspaper Reports

CASUALTIES ABROAD

Private William Humphreys, eldest son of the late Mr Humphreys, of Collingwood, has been killed in
action in France.

(The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria — Thursday 29 March, 1917)

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCES — 234TH CASUALTY LIST

DIED FROM INJURIES
Pte W. Humphreys, Collingwood, 19/3/17.

(Bendigo Advertiser, Victoria — Saturday 31 March, 1917)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1
soldiers to see if they wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone at
Durrington War Graves Cemetery. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with the space between
any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 % d (subject
to fluctuation).

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen
soldiers was borne by the Australian Government.

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921)

A letter from Base Records, dated 19t July, 1921, to Mrs B. Fromer advises that a letter from the
Defence Dept. concerning an inscription on the headstone of the late Pte W. Humphreys had not
been answered & non-receipt of a reply within 21 days would have to be accepted as indicating that
no further action was to be taken.

Pte W. Humphreys does have a personal inscription on his headstone.

In Memory Of The Loved Brother Of Isabella Of Melbourne
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Photo of Pte W. Humphreys’ Headstone at Durrington War Graves Cemetery, Wiltshire.

(Photo © lan King - with permission)
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