
©Wiltshire OPC Project/Cathy Sedgwick/2013 
 

The Gale 

___________________ 

MANY MORE KILLED AND INJURED 

___________ 

                                                            DEATHS FROM FALLING TREES 

 

The loss of life in the great gale on Friday was much heavier than the earlier reports showed. News 

received during the week-end brings the total death-roll to nearly 30. Many of the victims were killed 

by falling trees. 

Captain Anthony Spicer, of Spye Park, was killed by a falling tree in the park on Friday afternoon. 

Captain Spicer, who had been out shooting with his brother, failed to return for dinner, and on search 

being made he was found pinned beneath the tree with his neck broken. He was formerly in the Life 

Guards and succeeded to the Spye Park estate last May on the death of his father. 

Lord Heytesbury, Major W. H. Yeatman-Biggs, the Rev. A Goodman, rector of Stockton, Codford St. 

Mary and Mr George White, solicitor, after attending a meeting of Almshouse Trustees at Codford 

(Wilts), were all knocked down by a falling tree. Major Yeatman-Biggs had a leg broken, Lord 

Heytesbury had one shoulder injured, and some of Mr Goodman’s ribs were broken……… 

(The Times, Monday 19
th

 November, 1928) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


